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St. Matthews History

A look at St. Matthews through various forms.

This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc.
of the St. Matthews area. Many of the items came from Al Ring’s personal collections but many peo-
ple have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of St. Matthews, Kentucky. Being retired I
now have time to do many of the things I have always wanted, this project is just one of them.

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos. Credit to the source of
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available. We realize that many items are not identified
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information. As far as the newspaper articles that are
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources. The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications. Books that we have used for some
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W.
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).

Please use this information as a reference tool only. If the reader uses any of the information for any
purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.




Explanation of the following pages, (Please Read)

This section is a limited history of the St. Matthews community.
The easiest way to cover this and not go into the real detail of the
very early history was to include 4 booklets and some articles that
covered much of the history and wonderful photos.

St. Matthews...25 Years A City...Two Centuries A Community—The Louis-
ville Herald Post of October 7, 1936 describes “Salubrious” St. Matthews:
St. Matthews makes its bow
The Voice of St. Matthews, July 15, 1954, Presenting The story of St. Matthews
The Voice of St. Matthews, July 22, 1954, Presenting The story of St. Matthews
History of St. Matthews compiled by R. O. (Bob) Dorsey, 1968
St. Matthews...25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community—1975
A place in time—The story of Louisville’s neighborhoods, 1989
St. Matthews — 1950—1995
City Of St. Matthews 50 Years—1950 — 2000
The Voice-Tribune, August 16, 2000—50th Birthday

All T have done here is to copy these wonderful booklets and histo-
ries to provide you with an overall history of the St. Matthews area.

For those of you who might be really into the St. Matthews history
I have put the names of two wonderful books written on the history
of the area. They are listed on the next two pages and I strongly
suggest 1f you have a real interest in this history, purchase the fol-
lowing. Let me say up front, I wrote one of them, but that is neither
here nor there. It is the only complete history of the St. Matthews
Fire Department ever written.



Recommended Book:

St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass
Samuel W. Thomas

1999

I am sure this book is available in bookstores in the St. Matthews area and may be
available on line at various places. The book is a beautiful 223 page history full of
photos and accurate information on St. Matthews. The ISBN number is 1-884532-34-
9 and it was published by Butler Book Publishing in Louisville, KY.




Recommended Book:

St. Matthews Firefighters
84 Years of Firefighting in St. Matthews, Kentucky

Al Ring
2004

I am sure this book is available in bookstores in the St. Matthews area and is available
at http://ringbrothershistory.com/firebook.htm at a discounted price with all proceeds
going to the St. Matthews Fire Department Alumni Association. The book is a beauti-
ful 208 page history full of photos and accurate information on the St. Matthews Fire
Department. The ISBN number is 1-884532-59-4 and it was published by Butler
Book Publishing in Louisville, KY.

ST. MATTHEWS
FIREFIGHTERS

84 Years of Firefighting
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St. Matthews makes its bow — 1936:

Courtesy, St. Matthews...25 Years A City...Two Centuries A Community—The Louisville Herald
Post of October 7, 1936 describes “Salubrious” St. Matthews: Wiley Brewer

The Herald- Post

WEDNIIDAY, (CTUSER 7, 1938 L()UIS\'lLLI' KENTUCKY.

Salubrious Suburbia--No. 9

St, Matthews
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Courtesy, St. Matthews...25 Years A City...Two Centuries A Community—The Louisville Herald
Post of October 7, 1936 describes “Salubrious” St. Matthews: Wiley Brewer

If the ??7?? were 77?77?7777 today they’d stop, most likely, at St. Matthews, where five roads come to-
gether. They’d think they’d got as far as possible. Anyhow, they’d see no point in going on to Louis-
ville for St. Matthews has everything or nearly so.

Traffic lights, for example. Two, to be exact; there were three, but this was conceded to be a little too
swanky. And two banks, two drug stores, two dry goods emporiums, two five and tens, three chain
groceries and five beauty parlors.

You need a couple of traffic lights where three major highways and two other roads come together. In
fact, for a community of two or tree thousand people-do your own counting; nobody knows, exactly-
you need nearly everything. St. Matthews aims to have it.

It used to be Gilman’s Point-the place where 5 roads come together. The roads are, of course, Shel-
byville Pike, Lexington Road, Westport Toad, Chenoweth Lane and Breckenridge Lane. The site is
now one mile east of Louisville, on the Shelbyville Pike. The city limits are still discernible, but the
suburban fringes touch. Soon you’ll have to figure out the difference. St. Matthews is fast taking the
“sub” out of suburb.

But when Daniel Oilman came out from Louisville, about 1840, it was a long way out from town.
Even 25 years later the nearest toll-gate was well down Frankfort Avenue, in Clifton, this side of Cres-
cent Hill—using the names we know today. But the five roads came together then as now, and traffic
of one kind or another had established a settlement thee, long before even the horse and buggy days.
So Dan Gilman found it a good place, right at the “point,” to set up a tavern and several stores dispens-
ing liquors on the side, or vice versa. There he held forth, a substantial and respected citizen of the
community, for 30 or 40 years.

Thus it was that the settlement became known, to travelers along these roads from miles around. Old
timers call it that, or just “The Point,” today. But meanwhile a %ittle church had been established, on
the then northern edge of the settlement, across the Short Line Railroad. It was an episcopal Church,
and was called St. Matthews. It, too, had become a factor in the community; people went to church at
“St. Matthews” for 50 years. It was, some citizens thought, a better name for a postoffice than
“Gilman’s Point.” The first postoffice, opened in 1854, was called St. Matthews. So, in course of
time, was named the railroad station, too. And so, of course, the took hold. But some local historians
stubbornly contend there is no St. Matthews, officially, and never was.

As a matter of fact, excepting the postoffice, the community was never St. Matthews or anything else,
officially. It was never incorporated as a town. It just grew. But how it grew!!

Twenty five years ago, St. Matthews was, statistically, the largest single shipping point of Irish potato's
in the Unites States—and that means, probably, in the world. Farmers had discovered that two crops
to the acre could be grown in the ?7?7???777??? climate of St. Matthews and vicinity. To potatoes—
and the potato-growers’ association—St. Matthews owes an enviable position on the map. There are
two of these associations, operated upon somewhat different lines, functioning largely, through St.
Matthews now—the St. Matthews Produce Exchange run by R. W. Hite, and the Worthington Produce
Association, run by H. H. Simcoe. But the advance of the suburbanite has pushed the potato-growing
zone back to Lyndon and beyond—up Worthington and Prospect way. The Holzheimer land, on
which acres of potatoes were visible only recently from “The Point,” is “Breckenridge Villa,” a popu-
lous subdivision, today, and Henry Holzheimer, Jr. who quit potato-growing to make the deal, is a real
estater now.

It was Henry Holzheimer, Sr. who, coming out from town with money to invest, bought old Dan Gil-
man’s store and some good farm land nearby shortly after the war between the states. Three Bauer
brothers, Louis, Henry and John, bought out the store or stores about 1890, and the Holzheimer's went
to farming only. The Holzheimer's and the Bauer's belong to the middle and modern picture of St.
Matthews. Louis Bauer now is local bank president, and the Bauer's, their son, their nephews and the
like, are into nearly everything.
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St. Matthews has had a long and varied history. You might almost say, if you like the word, that it has

run the gamut. Fairly young old-timers around the Fal%s Cities may remember “The Point” as a fa-

mous place for cock fights. Some of the best birds in the country were brought here and fought, open-

ly, in the good old days.??????7???227???? much as $100,000 changed hands in the betting in a single

night. Latterly, of course, the thing had to be done somewhat under cover; but many now-substantial

%iti_zens in their young days sportively inclined could tell good stories about cock fights at “The
oint.”

The memories of these citizens do not go back far enough, however. They do not go back to the days
when the “haut tone” of Louisville (the term is from an old newspaper clipping) went out to St. Mat-
thews to visit at neighboring estates, or to attend the races at old Woodlawn Race Track. Woodlawn
flourished in the years just after the Civil War. Though the establishment was relatively small, it was
the local Saratoga and driving out by carriage and pair in the racing season was quite the social ting to
do. The old clubhouse still stands, converted into a dwelling and %ong occupied by Norbourne Arter-
burn. It is now “Sunny Acres,” the property of Dr. Roy Moore, of Louisville. Some of the stables are
still intact on the Palmer place nearby.

In those days and before, the country around St. Matthews was (it is getting to be again)—oh, definitely!
- “haut tone.” A historic example of that shining and substantial background was James Brown, who
came out from Delaware in 1800, to establish himself as a country gentleman, near old Dutch Station
on Beargrass creek. His house survives toady, to some extent remolded, just north of St. Matthews on
brown’s Lane. It is now and has been for several generations the Monohan home, “Wildwood.”

There, in the midst of a beautifully parked estate, lives the widow of John M. Monohan, son of that
sturdy Edward Monohan, who was a power in the affairs of Louisville, St. Matthews and the sur-
rounding country. It will be remembered that three successive Monohan's have been directors and one
a president—of the First National Bank, of Louisville.

The history of James Brown does not stop with his establishment as a country gentleman. He had two
sons, Arthur and Theodore Brown. Arthur inherited his father’s house; Theodore built a tall, Gothic
structure across the road. It is Theodore ??7?7?7?7777?? here about today. His father had been interested
in charitable and religious enterprises, and Theodore became a lay preacher. He married twice, and
was the proud father of some 20 children. A story ?????? of his taking them all to church on Sundays
in the old family coach. Lay-preacher Brown never lacked a congregation.

So great-grandfather Brown, country gentleman, founded well. There are Browns in Louisville and
elsewhere today, all good people in their various walks of life, as everybody knows.

It is difficult to get away from the James brown, or Monohan, place without another word. There is, of
course, the original spiral staircase, reaching three stories, that architects come to see. And it is said
that in some of the windows are the original panes of glass. On one of these—an old pane when it was
done—was scratched with a diamond ring tﬁe names and date, “Mary Gray. Anita Gray. 1875.” A
few years ago an old descendant, came from California to Louisville for a visit, came out to the old
house to see if the inscription was still thee. It was and is.

Getting farther back, there is the old Rudy house, north of St. Matthews on Rudy Lane. This house,
built of stone to withstand the Indians and the elements by first-settler Jacob Rudy for his eldest son
Daniel dates back in part to about 1790. In it have lived six generations of Rudy's. The sixth is repre-
sented by Thomas S. (Sam) Rudy, his wife and children, now. Occupying it as a matter of sentiment,
they have dug out from the plastered walls the old stone fire places, and have restored the old house
comfortably. County Judge Ben F. Ewing, his mother a Rudy, was born in this house.

Also north of St. Matthews, back on what is now called Massey Avenue, is a fine old house now occu-
pied by Judge Churchill Humphrey. It was built in 1806 of brick made on the place for Col. Henry
Massey and his bride. Miss Helen Bullitt. The house, to any Kentuckian, and particularly to any resi-
dent of Jefferson County, needs no further introduction. It also fits into the Rudy family picture, for
one of the Rudy's occupied it at one time. A long, straight road, from Westport Road to Massey
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Avenue, recently has been completed. Judge Humphrey’s house, at the far end, sits athwart it. It is a
beautiful setting.

On Chenoweth Lane—and in the history of Kentucky you have in Chenoweth a name to conjure
with—stands another old house, though oldest only in a small part of its structure. It is now occupied
ly Alex Heyburn and Mrs. Heyburn, grand-daughter of Dr. Henry Chenoweth, who 50 or 60 years was
a resident of the place and a physician outstanding in Jefferson county. The memory of this Doctor
Chenoweth is particularly revered in the neighborhood of St. Matthews. He was, they say, the old
countryﬁioctor of the finest type. And a later Dr. Henry Chenoweth, his son, carried on the name in
Louisville.

A very earlier settler on the fine land near St. Matthews was Gen. John Breckenridge of Revolutionary
history, who acquired to much land in Jefferson County that early squatters on it, the story goes, re-
mained for years undiscovered and unmolested—and of whose place no physical evidence now re-
mains but the old Breckenridge family graveyard and Breckenridge Lane.

Back on this lane and a little to the right, is another old but somewhat later graveyard. Thee are buried
Floyds Parks, who died in 1865, and members of his family. Floyd Parks came, as a very young man,
from New York State and gradually acquiring a considerable fortune and large land holdings, built a
fine colonial home, since burned, near St. Matthews. Parks is a name which old residents of St. Mat-
thews well remember. His lands, it is said, at one time extended from Westport Road to where Bow-
man Field is today. Some of his descendants, now married into Louisville families of other names, tell
fascinating stories of the old home in ante-bellum days.

So. YOU see, St. Matthews, the modern on-its-toes community, has its background, too. As, Hardin
Herr, St. Matthews resident and Louisville lawyer, who makes local history a study, or Hewett Simcoe,
who runs the potato-growers association on week-days and—Iike the postman hiking on a holiday—
hoes a small patch in his back yard on Sundays and who yet finds time to make history a hobby. Run
down the story of the Rudy’s, Holland Dutch, who came with the very earliest settles, or the Herr's or
the arterburns, whom St. Matthews, claims but who, really belong to the county-at-large; whom the
chronicler hopes to reach along one of the three major highways or, another—and whom, anyhow, eve-
rybody knows. Or the Hite’s. Or the Bullitt’s, Learn how the Simcoe’s, of early French ancestry,
were represented by a Governor-General of Canada and a Colonel who surrendered with Cornwallis,
remained in, America, married “Mad Anthony” Wayne’s sister, and brought A Wayne visiting to St.
Matthews. Dod%e, if you can, the story that Abraham Lincoln, young lawyer from Springfield, Ill.,
came occasionally through St. Matthews a visiting his old friend Speed or I>1,is grandfather’s grave in
Jefferson County. Or his your eyebrows, if you must, at the legend that even George Washington,
through his in-laws, had a branch on the local t{lmily tree.

These may not be the stories that you hear at the nightly meetings of St. Matthews Country Club, at
one or the other of the drug stores—take your pick. No at the weekly sessions of the Ladies Five Hun-
dred Club—an institution which, some say, really started on euchre and which now plays contract
bridge. But those who lived these stories, their descendants of their collaterals, are the kind of folks
you meet. Plus the folks who, in recent years or days, have moved out from Louisville, and who hope
St. Matthews the suburb which in one way or another dates back 150 years, will live forever.
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ST. MATTHEWS

Makes Its Bow

HE big, new highway, which is now the Broadway of
St. Matthews, typifies the progressive spirit of this un-
usual suburb.

Visitors observing the many automobiles with their front
bumpers against the curbing inquire, “Anything going on in
St. Matthews? The place looks busy for this time of day.”

In spite of the heavy traffic on the plainly marked lanes, it is
a pleasant and comfortable place in which to transact busi-
ness. With cars parked vertically to the sidewalk, they move
in or out easily and safely.

No vacant stores stare gloomily at the passerby in St. Mat-
thews. For rent signs are almost unknown as business is
thriving. Even the offices for professional men above the
stores are comfortably filled.

Long ago, the people, who tilled the soil about St. Matthews,
owned their homes and their farms. The residents of today
build or buy their homes so the same solid foundation for
continued prosperity exists. Vacant houses are not for rent
but for sale. People come to St. Matthews to make their
home and they stay. They learn to work and to play together
as they are the younger men and women.

This ability to do splendid team work for the good of the
community is what made possible the publication of this
book concerning a most unusual suburb.
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St. Matthews
HAS ALWAYS BEEN PROSPEROUS

IN those early days when hardy pioneers
came through Cumberland Gap into
the new land of Kentucky, small groups
settled here and there in the Bluegrass of
the state. Others came to the fertile up-
lands about the Falls of the Ohio to make
their homes.

Soon clearings were made in the heavy
timber along picturesque Beargrass Creek.
Thus the St. Matthews neighborhood came
into being on the high gently rolling up-
lands. Rough trails led from cabin to cabin
and crops were planted in the fresh, deep,
soft, soil. Grain and vegetables flourished.

Game was abundant and the long Ken-
tucky rifles brought down buffalo, elk, deer
and many smaller animals. Wild pigeons
frequently darkened the skies and their
“roosts” were raided to fill homemade
casks with the birds in brine for use in the
winter.

Fine clear cold springs kept a swift stream
flowing in Beargrass and grist mills were
built to take place of grinding by hand. The
ruin of the old stone mill at Big Rock in
Cherokee Park is one of those early mills.

While men and boys waited patiently for
their grain to be ground at the mill, they
often fished in the swirling current below
the rough building. Good sized black bass
and other frying fish were abundant and
furnished the settlers with a change in their
rather monotonous diet. The dense growth
of cane nearby provided the anglers with
smooth straight fishing poles.

The settlers prospered with the growing of
grains and the grazing and feeding of %ive
stock on the fine grass furnished by nature.
Hogs ran wild in the timber to forage for
themselves. These thin, long-legged animals
used their rough snouts to turn up grubs
and tender roots for their food. Then
when beechnuts and acorns covered the
ground beneath the trees in the autumn, the
animals grew fat enough for slaughtering.
In addition, hemp was a staple crop as the
tough fibre could be twisted into cables by
negro labor in long narrow buildings called
“rope-walks,” Kentucky rope and hawsers
for sailing vessels became noted along the
Atlantic seaboard and brought the settlers
much needed supplies.

The “licks,” south of Louisville and about
Shepherdsville on Salt River, were devel-
oped into wells which provided the pio-
neers with salt. This most necessary com-
modity was transported by water from
Louisville to many points on the river and
hauled by wagon to Lexington and other
towns and settlements. Below Shepherds-
ville in the rough hills, pockets of iron ore
were discovered and furnaces were built to
utilize this needed natural resource. Thus
hand made nails, plow points and bolts
could be fashioned by the local blacksmiths.

Before many years had passed the larger
farmers were building rather pretentious
homes with slave labor and the hand work
of artisans brought from Virginia and
Maryland. Life became easier as this sec-
tion of the new West grew prosperous.
Stage coaches came into use over the roads
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which were still without any hard sur-
facing.

In 1832 the Shelbyville Turnpike was con-
structed by a stock company. Perhaps it
was thrown open to the public with pomp
and ceremony as was the new highway of
today. Wagons, buggies and stage coaches
drawn by four horses moved rapidly over
the new turnpike which had been laid down
in limestone that had been broken with
small hammers in the hands of laborers.

No steam rollers pressed the new metal into
a smooth surface; but the wheels of vehi-
cles gradually made the road fairly comfort-
able. In summer these early roads were
covered with a fine limestone dust which
enveloped travelers. Both men and women
wore long linen dusters with which to pro-
tect their clothing from the penetrating
dust.

Another revolution in transportation came
when a railroad train steamed its way be-
tween Frankfort and Louisville in 1851.
It was a rather small affair, which had to
be stopped by the use of hand brakes and
it was relatively quite slow. However, in
comparison to stage coaches and buggies, it
was a tremendous step forward. Really it
was the beginning of the life of the suburb-
anite as business men could live some dis-
tance from the city and go in and out with
ecase. At once the fertile and beautiful ter-
ritory about St. Matthews secured its full
share of the early commuters. These pros-
perous business men and their families pur-
chased rather extensive grounds for the
proper setting of a country home. As in
the past St. Matthews developed by the ad-
dition of the most desirable people.

Later along science and invention gave St.
Matthews another boost in the inaugura-
tion of an electric interurban service be-
tween Louisville and LaGrange, Instead of
a railroad train or two, morning and even-
ing, these swift clean electric cars rushed
back and forth during all hours of the day

and well into the night. Farmers' sons and
daughters went to the city to high school or
the business colleges. The country and the
city began to get closer as neighbors.

Much of the fine old cultural life that had
had its beginnings in Virginia and the East
was kept alive while Kentucky was still for-
est clad. As prosperity increased that cul-
ture blossomed and became available to an
ever increasing number of people. Instead
of being the heritage of the few, it became
the property of the well to do.

Today the interurban has almost disap
peared and in its place have come swift,
silent and comfortable busses which make
the trip into the city in a few moments. It
is possible to shop in Louisville for an hour
or two in the morning and reach home for
luncheon. Going to the movies or to a
dance is made rapid and easy.

Automobiles and the modern highway
make rural life merely a most refined and
delightful city life. Thus St. Matthews of-
fers its residents all the best of the country
and the metropolitan center. It has been a
relatively rapid development which has
placed St. Matthews in the splendid posi-
tion it holds today.

During all of the changes which have come
to St. Matthews, the fertility of the soil has
been conserved. The early settlers took
good care of their land. The gardeners,
who followed them with their intensive
cultivation of small crops and vegetables,
increased this fertility. Today trees, shrubs,
flowers and vegetables grow splendidly in
the good soil. The land and the culture of
the early days are still a part of this most
unusual suburb. -

With city water, gas and electricity for
everyone in this little town, there has never
been any boom. Naturally prices for prop-
erty have advanced; but not greatly. Per-
haps the satisfied owners of property in St.
Matthews are its best advertisers. It should
double its size in a few years.
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ENTRANCE TO OFFICES UPSTAIRS

IVE years ago a group of business men

decided after mature deliberation that
St. Matthews had grown big enough and
prosperous enough to support a second
bank. Walter Crady, who had made a suc-
cess in other financial organizations, was
selected as president of the Farmers and
Depositors Bank. It has proved conclusive-
ly that the judgment of these conservative
citizens was sound. The deposits from St.
Matthews and the surrounding territory
have grown with the most gratifying regu
larity.

Walter Crady, the president of the bank
had this to say recently:

“In spite of general hard times, the high
class business done in St. Matthews has
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continued to be reflected in increased de-
posits. An ever increasing number of cus-
tomers come to the bank from a wide
spread territory. As there is little conges-
tion in traffic out here in this rural com-
munity, it is quite easy to park and conven-
ient to use a car for the business of banking.
Of course, our own suburban dwellers, the
farmers and the gardeners are delighted to
transact business while on their way in or
out of the city.

“One of the great advantages of a bank of
this size is that the officials have both the
time and the inclination to know each and
every depositor well. Ordinarily they call
the customers by their given names. They
can discuss the customers' problems readily
and with first hand knowledge of their in-

WALTER CRADY,

President

dividual businesses and the financial condi-
tion of the small community as a whole.

“It is an essentially friendly bank with offi-
cials who have a solid background in busi-
ness training and life in a rural setting
which fits them to offer constructive ad-
vice. Unlike the successful bank in a great
city which deals with huge corporations
and large manufacturing plants, the Farm-
ers and Depositors Bank must succeed
through the business activities of many de-

positors.”

In a successful rural bank, it is essential to
look out for the individual interests of its
depositors while at the same time it must
help to develop the welfare of the entire

community.

H. A. NELSON,
Cashier
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HE Eline Realty Company, "“Builders
of Reliable Modernistic Homes™, spec-
ializes in farms and suburban property.

A. |. Eline, who has had a wide experience
with property in St. Matthews, explained:

“Our company has sold five hundred pieces
of property in and near St. Matthews. We
believe that this high, dry land is a safe
investment. No other location has such
well drained, fertile, Bluegrass soil.

"To date our company has developed some
eight or ten subdivisions, which contain
15,000 feet of water mains and a like num-
ber of feet of gas and electric lines.

“Sections one, two and three of the Eng-
lish Village, restricted to stone or brick
houses, attract the most discriminating
buyers.

“Brownsboro Village on the new, four-
lane, Brownsboro Road and adjoining In-
dian Hills, is wonderfully located.

“Besides fine soil, clear skies, perfect loca-
tion and city conveniences there is the
added inducement of low taxes.

“Allow our salesman to show you St.
Matthews.™
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HIS is the twenty-fifth year A. ]. Eline of the
Eline Chevrolet Company has been selling and ser-
vicing automobiles.

Here is his record:

The Eline Garage handled Ford cars for fourteen years.
During the following five years, the Eline Motor Com-
pany sold Buick and Pontiac.

Then the name became the Eline Chevrolet Company
as that dependable car got to be very popular. The sales
of new and used cars has reached nearly the 2,000 mark
in a single year.

The veteran automobile dealer stated:

“Our building, 3908 to 3914 Frankfort Avenue, con-
tains 35,000 square feet of floor space. It is the largest
business house in St. Matthews employing from 60 to
75 mechanics, salesmen and office people. A used car
department is maintained at 710 E. Broadway in Louis-
ville.

“We thank our many patrons, who appreciate the
Chevrolet and the service rendered. The slogan of the
company 1s:

A. ]J. ELINE

“SALES, SERVICE, SATISFACTION SINCE 1913."
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HE men about St.

Matthews must have
had great faith in the fu-
ture of the surrounding
country when they incor-
porated The Bank of St.
Matthews 1n January,
1906.
That the institution be-
gan in a very small way
can be gathered from
what its cashier, G. T DOORWAY

a large coal stove. Coal
oil lamps gave the light
and the water came {rom
the town pump by the
roadside.

The bank was progres
sive. It understood the
rural community in
which it existed. It
knew the depositors and
their families intimately.
TO OFFICES ON During its entire thirty-

Dick had to say: SECOND FLQOR two years of substantial

“The bank was so small that I was the cash-
ier, the teller, the bookkeeper and the jani
tor all rolled into one. The bank prospered
from the very beginning. Really it seems
odd to recall that the bank was heated by

growth this neighborly spirit has existed
between the community and the bank.
The Bank of St. Matthews has a mature
rural background; but it is as modern as
the great highway in front of its doors.
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G. T. DICK, I H. COOPER,
Cashier Asst. Cashier

OFFICERS
ST. MATTHEWS BANK

E. 5. MONOHAN, JR, LOUIS BAUER,

Vice President President
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ENRY BAUER, senior member of
Bauer Brothers, grocers and butch-
ers, smiled as he said, "My nephews and
partners, Albert L. and Irvin P. Bauer,

represent the third generation of our fami-

ly in business in St. Matthews. Our family
opened the tavern that is still on the
Brownsboro Road. Father had a black-
smith shop on the site of the Haggard Ga-
rage. He shod many horses as the Shelby-
ville Turnpike passed his door.

“Later my two brothers and I operated a
tavern where the Bank of St. Matthews
now stands. Farmers and traders, driving
live stock to Louisville, stopped overmght
to be on the market early the following
morning.

“"What I've been telling belongs to the
horse and buggy days. Since then business

and life have changed completely. The
dusty turnpike 1s now a smooth, four-lane
highway. The heavy staple groceries that
were on the grocer’s shelves in the gay
nineties have been replaced with attractive
displays ot canned goods and ready pre-
pared foods. Today our customers in St.
Matthews and on the farms buy as do the
housewives in the city.

"Our business has grown along progressive
lines in the past few years. This should
continue as an increasing number of people,
who wish to have the solid comforts of rur-
al life and the advantages of the city, are
coming to make their homes in St
Matthews.

""We believe it is a neighborly place to live
in and a good place in which to do busi-

ness,
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HE Ray Building is a fair example of

the solid and safe investments to be
made on the Big White way in St. Mat-
thews. It was erected in 1935 upon a va-
cant lot and has had tenants continuously
ever since that time. Like most of the other
two story business buildings in the suburb,
this one has stores on the main floor and
offices for professional men on the second

floor.

Besides being a paying investment at the
present time, the building 1s steadily in-
creasing in value as the demand for both
store and office space is very great in St,

Matthews. For a relatively short time of

late one store in town was without a ten-
ant: but it has been rented. Probably no
other town, city or village can claim such
a record during the late trying times. This
growth in the business section has been
caused by the increase in the population in
the community as a whole. This increase,
by the way, is in people who are at least
fairly well to do.

Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Linder, the owners of
the Onyx Restaurant, occupy one of the
stores in the Ray Building.

The Trianon Beauty Shop, operated by
Mr. David Hughes, takes up the remaining

space on the street front of the building.
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HAGGARD MOTOR €0

SALES & SERVICE

HE Haggard Motor
Company of St.
Matthews, Kentucky,
was orgamzed February
1st, 1936, to deal in the
sale and service of new

and used automobiles.

C. W. Haggard, the pres-
ident of the company,

stated lately:

“Business has been most

extend to our customers.
“The major portion of
our personell live in St.
Matthews or nearby. As
most of our profit comes
from the community, we
make an effort to buy
largely at home."

At present, the Haggard
Motor Company special-

izes in the purchase and

C. W. HAGGARD, } litioni
encouraging. In spite of President the reconditioning of

the economic conditions and the handicap
of the construction of the new highway, we
have been able to transact a fair volume of
business. This was largely due to the per-

sonal contact and service we were able to

used cars to meet present day standards.
All makes of customer cars are efficiently

serviced by expert mechanics.

See the Haggard Company for any motor-

ing need.
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HE handsome, brand new and fully equipped
Continental Oil Station in St. Matthews har-
monizes perfectly with the recently completed, four-
lane, concrete highway. The wide paved space of
great depth in front of the three gas pumps gives

ample room for cars to swing into the station from '.) ' ‘ st‘
-

the highway, Lexington Road or Frankfort Avenue.

C. E. Bauer, president of the company, explained,
“"While the office of the Continental is at 1301
Main Street in Lousville, the officials are enthusias-
tic boosters of St. Matthews. My cousin, M. A.
Bauer, and 1 were born, reared and still live in St.
Matthews. L. J. Connolly, the third member of our
official family, has made his home in the splendid
suburb for a long time.

R. M. Keal, who is in charge of the St. Matthews
station, emphasized the fact that business has been
consistently good on the new great white way. Like
every other person one meets he is a firm believer in
the town as a delightful place in which to live and to
sell the products and the services of the Continental
Oil Company.

R. M. KEAL
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KENBAR SUBDIVISION

Near St, Matthews

SELECT YOUR HOME OR LOT
Between Seneca Park and St. Matthews

Thas 1s the prettiest subdivision in the East End.
Hundreds of shrubs and trees.

City Water, Gas, Electricity. Asphalt Street wiath
Concrete Base according to City Specifications.

Sidewalks and Fire Hydrants

And Remember — You Can Buy On
EASY TERMS

“C.” Robt. Peter

Agent

106 Realty Building

“C." RosTt. PETER, SR

JAckson 3137

“C.7 Rosr. PETER, JR,

BRECKINAIDEE LANE
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WELVE years ago the home owners of St.

Matthews and the surrounding territory began to
demand city conveniences. |. ]J. Butler, Jr., seized upon
the opportunity to be of service in furnishing equip-
ment. He organized the Butler Plumbing and Heating
and is still its president. In the beginning three men
were employed. Today ten specialists are busy.

By 1929 it was found expedient to organize the St.
Matthews Gas and Electric Shop as a subsidiary of the
older company. A complete line of nationally adver-
tised appliances is on display in this shop which has
grown far beyond Mr. Butler’s expectations. J. ]. BUTLER, JR,,

Both bottled and underground gas systems are distribu- Demonstrates Modern Range
ted by the company. It is possible to cook, heat water,
use individual room heaters and have refrigeration any-
where in the country. The cost is low enough to suit

anyone, ST. MATTHEWS
The store really is: GAS & ELECTRIC
SHOP

THE CENTER OF KENTUCKY'S FASTEST
GROWING COMMUNITY
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W. Weyland, the owner of the Advance Motor Company, came to St. Matthews
« Six years ago after a long experience in the selling and the servicing of automobiles,

He explained his choice of St. Matthews as a place of business by saying:
“I'm here because I made a most careful study of this town. For several years my business
caused me to pass through St. Matthews quite frequently. I observed the steady and solid
development business and in building. There was no boom at any time. No cheap con
struction was indulged in by the real estate men. Under such conditions well to do young
people came and they needed cars.
“Our judgment was sound. We own our attractive sales rooms and the big ell at the rear
of the building to take care of our repairing and service.
“Our sales of DeSotos and Plymouths have been good.”

ADVANCE MOTOR CO.

IS ED CAarms

~

£
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The St. Matthews Department Store was
purchased by Max Oppenheimer from the F.
S. Marshall Co., five months ago. So it is
quite interesting to have Mr. Oppenheimer
say:

*1 invested in a business in St. Matthews be-
cause | was convinced that this rapidly devel-
oping territory with its residents owning their
own homes had a definite future, Sales are
increasing steadily in spite of complaints of
slow lmqmaa in many localities,

“Magnificent roads in every direction have
drawn much trade to the suburb. The busi-
ness from the surrounding country is bound
to increase as it is <0 easy and convenient to
trade with the many types of retail stores in
St. Matthews.

*This large store on one floor, handles a com-
plete line of five and ten cent goods. In
addition there is a wide choice in merchandise
selling from twenty-five cents to three dollars. MAK OBBENMBDMER. Ounes
The store carries over three thousand items

from which selection may be made.

“The outlook for good business seems splen-
did in this beautiful suburb.”
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HREE modern, fast delivery

trucks hurry groceries, meats and
vegetables from the Roby and
Clemens store in St. Matthews to
customers. The new highway and the
many other well paved roads allow
goods to be delivered rapidly in Lake-
land, Crescent Hill, Clifton, Indian
Hills and Mocking Bird Valley.

For the past sixteen years this firm
has enjoyed a steady growth in busi-
ness. Of late years the trade has held
up remarkably well considering finan-
cial conditions over the country. This
was probably due to the fact that St.
Matthews and the surrounding coun-
try has no very poor or ultra rich
people as residents. The local popula-
tion consists of the great, sane and
conservative group that is quite con-
sistent in its buying,

The opening of the new broad high-
way is already helping business. With
it to make life more modern in every
way, the town is certain to grow ra-
pidly both in population and in busi-
J. K. CLEMENS ness. The future looks very bright
|. M. ROBY indeed.
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EMERY KINKEAD

|nr<..||nn.‘(q-|

Designers and Builders
of
DISTINCTIVE QUALITY HOMES

Since 1920

940 BAXTER AVENUE WABASH 3218
Real Estate Brokers
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THOMAS RAY Inspects A Hull-
side Garden Which He Developed

THOS. RAY

General Landscape Service

126 Carlisle Avenue

LOUISVILLE, KY.

HE pioneers had a super-abundance of beauti-

ful forest trees. The trees were literally in the
way of the men so they had to be felled and burned
that the land might be prepared for the growing of
crops. Naturally those hardy men and women had
little love for the green growing things which were
in their way.

The suburban dweller of today is very busy plant-
ing and caring for trees and shrubs. He is fertiliz-
ing his small lawn. He is most anxious to paint his
limited landscape in living green once more. He
has fallen in love with his plans for beautifying his
own bit of the out of doors. And in the rebuilding
of what has been destroyed much technical skill
and advice is needed.

Thos. Ray has been planting, pruning and spraying
trees and shrubs for the past twenty-two years. He
knows what is good for their health's sake. He is a
successful surgeon to handsome trees when danger-
ous cavities endanger their lives.

He knows where and how to build formal gardens
for artistic effects. He understands the likes and
dislikes of plants which cover entrancing rock gar-
dens. He knows the gentle art of thinning out
plants when they get overcrowded.



St. Matthews makes its bow — 1938:

JOHN C. FENLEY

The Life of St. Matthews
Produce Exchange
Has Been Long

N 1910 the St. Matthews Produce Exchange, a
stock company composed of farmers and gar-
deners, was orgamzed. It was a definite effort o
sell potatoes and onions cooperatively for the bene-
fit of the community. D. S. Taylor was the presi-
dent and Robert W. Hite, the manager. A year
later John C. Fenley became the president. He and
Bob Hite are still the officers of the organization.

The Exchange succeeded in establishing a trade
mark, which made possible the selling of produce
in distant citics upon orders, The grading of po-
tatoes was done by portable machines that allowed
freight cars to be loaded at several points in the
county and thus save long hauls. At present there
are plants for receiving produce at O'Bannon and
Worthington.

The organization enlarged its service to the grow-
ers by acquiring and building warehouses. Besides
the long warehouse on the railroad, it owns four
others. One of these 15 a frost-proof building for
the storage of 10,000 barrels of second crop pota-
toes. These can be marketed or used at home for
seed purposes.

Naturally the Exchange buys coal, fertilizers, in-
secticides, farm machinery, feed, fencing and other
heavy farm supplies cooperatively for its many
members. In fact 1t strives to adjust its activities
to be of definite service to its members and to help
them understand the great value of cooperation
both to the individual and the community.
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Furniture — Fine Millwork — Building Materials — Roofing — Paints
The Very Best in Service — Quality — and Price
ESTIMATES CHEERFULLY FURNISHED

St. Matthews Lumber €4 Manufacturing Co.

Thierman Laneand L. & N. R, R,
Phone BEImont 3074 St. Matthews, Ky

1938 HOME BEAUTIFUL, BUT LOW IN COST

DISTINCTIVE DESIGNS EXECUTED BY CAPABLE CRAFTSMEN

Architectural Services Financing Advice and Direction are Free
Many Completed Homes in the Lowswille Area have the Most Modern Ideas in

Equipment and Construction

F.H. A. LOANS

Also Title Number One Loans Arranged for Remodeling, Repairing and Financu

LOUISVILLE BUILDERS

Phone BEImont 3074 Thterman Lane and L. & N. R. R St. Matthews, Ky
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ANY small county schoaols with big stoves for heat and drinking water from the town
pump had come and gone in St. Matthews prior to 1914. At that time a strong
public demand secured two acres of land and the building of a portion of what is now the
Greathouse School. A number of additions have been made to the building until it now
houses 250 pupils who are instructed by nine teachers,
The 126 active paid members of the Parent-Teachers Association are vitally interested in
the school. Sixteen committees take up the various phases of the work. While two paid
workers do a portion of the serving of the school lunches, two members of the association
are present. What these mothers are doing is merely another phase of the community life
in St. Matthews.

HE Holy Trinity parish of St. Matthews is erecting a most modern school building
upon the foundation left after the fire of last September.
The fire-proof edifice will consist of fourteen well lighted and perfectly ventilated class
rooms. A kitchen and cafeteria accommodating from 200 to 250 children will occupy the
basement. Lavatories and drinking fountains will be found on each floor. Heating and
ventilating systems will be strictly up-to-date.

Perfect cooperation has made possible the building of this fine school.



St. Matthews makes its bow — 1938:

The force all live in St, Matthews. FRIEDA KAMER, C. W. BARNES, EVELYN KAMER.

OUR thousand two hundred distinct items can be found at the Ben Franklin Store in
the Eline Building, the original and only five and ten cent store in St. Matthews.
C. W. Barnes, the owner stated:
“The store opened seven years ago and weathered the ensuing dull times. Its appeal is
universal. The small boy selects a straw hat. Little sister gushes over a sun suit. Mother
discovers a handy gadget. Father picks out a wrench.

“Prices are most reasonable because of the cooperative buying of 2,600 other such indivi-
dually owned stores in the United States.

"“The members of our force believe in satisfied customers.”

FRESnH
MEATS

A
s
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¢
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URING the many years that A & P has been serving St. Matthews with the finest
foods at minimum prices, a friendly relationship has existed between A & P and the
citizens.
A & P contributed $32,899 to St. Matthews during last year alone, which represented
$20,853 in purchases of St. Matthews products — and rents, wages and other local ex-
P P g
penses amounted to another $12,046.00.
We are proud of our relationship in St. Matthews and promise a contribution of a policy
of distributing quality merchandise to St. Matthews citizens at the lowest possible prices.

WE TRY TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR!
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MARSHALL PLANING MILL
MILLWORK HARDWARE

HE Marshall Planing Mill is glad to be a part of this growing and progressive com-
munity of St. Matthews, which offers everything that can be expected of a modern
suburb.
R. W. Marshall, who operates the Planing Mill on Breckinridge Lane, stated:
“Our company has been serving this trade area for the past ten years with a fully equipped
and up-to-date Planing Mill, a complete stock of Lumber, Doors, Windows, Built-in-Cabi-
nets, Roofing, Shingles and Paint Products.
“We sincerely hope that those in need of our many products or expect to build in the near
future will consult us about their problems. Our business is making, repairing and build-
ing easier for the home owner.”

HE wide and high doors of the A. L. Hansen automobile painting shop in St. Mat-
thews open wide from time to time to admit dingy commercial trucks. They leave
glistening and with sharply defined lettering.
While busy with his brush, the expert painter announced:
“I began the business thirty years ago painting buggies, surries and farm wagons. Good
roads, super-highways and modern cars have revolutionized the entire business. Even the
farmers in this section of the country use trucks instead of wagons to take produce to town
so my time is taken up painting them and the big trucks which require extra fine work
and artistic lettering.
“While I do a comfortable local business, I also, have numerous jobs for the huge inter-
state truck lines which come to me from Louisville largely.”
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THE KROGER STORE
St. Matthews, Kentucky

Managed by
2 R EFE §E S B R S e S Grocery Department
P RUSH o Market Department

Pharmacy
BUSCHEMEYER €7 OGDEN

St. Matthews, Kentucky

Solicit Your Wants in the Drug Line — Also Your Prescriptions

Compliments

Frankel-Obrecht Drug Co.

INCORPORATED

PRESCRIPTION SPECIALISTS

Telephones BEImont 1300 & 9127
St. Matthews, Kentucky
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KILROY COMPANY, Inc.

MACHINERY

114 Bauver Ave Loussville, Kv
Phone: BElmont 122)

BOTTLF FILLERS DISTILLERY FQUIPMENT GEAR MOTORS HOLLFER CHAINS

BREWERY EQUIPMENT ELECTRIC GCENFRATOR SETS GEAR BFDUCERS ILENT CHAINS

CASTFRS LLECTRIC MOINT GLASS-LINED TANKS sPROCKETS

CHALN HOINTYS FLECTRIC MOTORS HOISTS FAUCKERS- FLECTRIC & fAND
CLUTCHES FILTERS LIFY TRUCKS FTORAGE RAUKS

CONVEYORS FILTER PAFER LIFT TRUCK PLATFORM TANKS

CONVEYOR PARTS FLEXIPLE COUPLINGS MIXERS FRANSMISSION JOQUIPMENT
CRANES —ELECTRIC & HANI FLOOK TRUCKS PULVERIZER® VARIABLE SPEED TRANSMISSIONS
CRUSHERS GEARS PUMPS WELDINU MACHINES

Plehn’s Bakery Offers

A Complete Line of Oven Fresh Bakery Goods
and
Its Own Delicious Home-Made lce Cream — Serve It Every Day
Special Attention Given To Party Orders

3936 Frankfort Avenue for 14 Years

Telephone BEImont 1190

Ruin of O Mill, Cherokee Park
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Presenting The Story Of St. Matthews

Towards the middle of the 18th Century, pioneers came through the Cumberland Gap into Kentucky. They made clearings
in the heavy timber along picturesque Beargrass Creek.

The gently-rolling upland in the St. Matthews neighborhood boasted soft, fertile soil, suitable for grain and vegetables, and
cabins began to go up. The hunting was good, and the pioneers could step from their cabins and bring down buffalo, elk,
deer and other game with the long Kentucky rifles.
stk

According to the late Hardin Herr, writing in The St. Matthews Booster on January 23, 1930, Zachary Taylor, who was
born in Virginia in 1784, was brought to Kentucky (then part of Virginia in 1785. His family settled near what came to be
knolerll as St. Matthews on the old Taylor farm on Brownsboro Road, where his monument now stands. He remained there
until he was 24.

He was married on June 17, 1810, to Margaret Smith at Gilman’s Point, where the First National Bank of St. Matthews
now stands. Exactly 25 years later, Gen. Taylor’s daughter, Sara Knox Taylor, was married to Jefferson Davis in a house
at Brownsboro Road and Crescent avenue.

Jacob Rudy the first, a veteran of the Revolutionary War, came here in the 1790’s and settled on a large tract of land due
south from the Taylor monument. He built a large log house over a spring so attacking Indians couldn’t bottle him up
without water. This was in the present Windy Hills neighborhood.

stk
Another early settler was James Brown who came here in 1799 or 1800 and established himself near the old Dutch Station
on Beargrass Creek. He eventually owned all the land from Shelbyville Road to Taylorsville Road on the east side of
Browns Lane.

His house on Browns Lane survives today, and architects still come to see the original spiral staircase in this home, which
is three stories high.

For several generations it was the Monohan home, “Wildwood.” From this house came three successive Monohan's who
were directors of the First National Bank of Louisville. One was president.

Back on what is now called Massie Avenue is a fine old house occupied by Judge Churchill Humphrey. It was built in
1806 of brick made on the place for colonel Henry Massey and his bride, Miss Helen Bullitt.
skeskeosk

On Chenoweth Lane stands the old home of Dr. Henry Chenoweth. For over 50 years he served the St. Matthews neigh-
borhood, riding out on horseback to visit the sick.

He succeeded his father, also a doctor here, and the two Chenoweth's’ service in St. Matthews totaled about 100 years. Dr.
Chenoweth died in 1949. The Chenoweth house was later occupied by the Alex Heyburns.

Simeon Simco ran a tavern or hotel at Rat Castle on the Jacob Rudy land, near the Taylor farm, in 1800. The road running
past is now Brownsboro Road. This same road ran to Gilman’s Point.

A dramatic scene was staged at the old Chrogham farm on Blankenbaker Lane, later owned by the Waters family, accord-
ing to Huett Simcoe. The founder of Louisville, George Rogers Clark, old, dissipated, and minus one leg, was living there,
penniless and in want. The Virginia Legislature, hearing of his hard luck, presented him with a gold sword on the front
porch.

After the speech, Clark accepted the sword, then snarled “Go back and tell Virginia when she needed a sword I furnished
one Bread is what I need. Bread!” He died near here in 181*84*

According to a master’s thesis written in 1951 by Ruth Osborne, now principal of Stivers School, there are two theories as
to the earliest name of this community. Some early settlers said that several ponds were situated near the corner of West-
port Road and Chenoweth lane, and these were called Gilman’s Pond. Others say that five roads came together at this cor-
ner, and the name was Gilman’s Point.

These theories stem from the fact that Daniel Gilman in about 1840 came here from Louisville and established a store at
the sharp point made by the junction of the Westport and Shelbyville Roads. Some say the store was a large tavern and
stagecoach stop. Hardin Herr claims it was a grocery store with an entrance on both roads. The railroad station was also
called Gilman’s Point, according to Herr. (Mrs. Henry Holzheimer tells us that all groceries in St. Matthews in those days
wee taverns as well.)

Mrs. Osborne reports that some citizens thought it inappropriate to name a community after a saloon keeper, so they called
it St. Matthews after an Episcopal Church established here in 1838 or 1839 on Westport Road.

The General Assembly on January 1830, established a voting precinct for the community. The people previously voted in
Middletown. It was called Sale’s precinct after Captain Edmund P. Sale, a tavern keeper on the Shelbyville Turnpike.
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(The turnpike was built in 1832 by a stock company.)

Sometime between 1845 and 1847, according to Herr, the precinct was renamed Gilman.
skskeosk

A post office was established here in 1854 and was named after the church. The people had previously gotten their mail at
the Middletown, Louisville or Six Mile Island post offices. The railroad station also was eventually called St. Matthews.

Just 100 yar ago, in 1854, this area suffered a terrible drought, similar to the one today. Everything green turned brown.

The Ohio River quit running, and boat traffic stopped (there were no stage dams then). You could walk across the river. It

finally rained in November, and then began to snow. Many of the settlers went hungry and their livestock starved to death.
stk

The oldest school was in the hollow on the golf curse grounds west of Bauer’s Café, presumably now Crescent Hill Golf

Course. The second school, the Old Hickory School, in the 1830’s was on Westport Road below Herr’s Lane, but was

moved to Herr Lane. There was another school where Holy Trinity High now stands and a fourth at Gilman’s Point.

John Simcoe in about 1850 went to school here with the Hite’s, Taylor’s, Barbour’s, Chamberlains and Dorsey’s, and with
Bob Womack, discoverer of the Cripple Creek Gold Mine, on of the richest in the United States. Old Sam Womack, his
father, owned a large tract of land not far from Gilman’s Point.

skskosk
The three husky young Arterburn boys moved down by ox teams from Virginia with their mother, and settled on a tract
known afterward as the old Arterburn place. It joined the Bullitt farm and was eventually acquired by William Marshall
Bullitt.

When the Civil War opened and seemed certain to do away with slavery, the discouraged Bullitt rented the farm to the
three Arterburn’s, Norbourne, Crawford, and Covington.

Norbourne Arterburn eventually owned about 1,000 acres to the east and south of Gilman’s Point, worth abut $3.5 million
today, not counting improvements. He kept it well into this century.

A railroad train began running from Frankfort to Louisville in 1851. It was small and slow, with hand brakes, but it allowed
commuters to establish large country homes in the St. Matthews area and gave a hint of what was to come in the next cen-
tury when St. Matthews became a refuge for people seeking to live in comfort away from the noise of Louisville.

Later an electric interurban service was established between LaGrange and Louisville, and served St. Matthews until the
end of the 1930°s when busses took over.

The northern General Buell brought an army to Gilman’s Point during the Civil War and threw up breastworks west of
Bauer’s Restaurant on Brownsboro Road. Old John Lausman had his arm shattered in a battle there.

Huett Simcoe tells of Fred Rudy entertaining a half—dozen Federal soldiers with all hospitality and cursing them at the
same time for invading the south. The whiskey was flowing freely, and the more he drank the more abusive he got. He was
pulled out of bed that night by several soldiers and was nearly hanged. A northern general, who knew the old man, inter-
ceded and got him off with a month in jail.
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The large flocks of wild pigeons which had been a feature of life around Gilman’s Point from the beginning, were last seen
about 1866. By 1870 they were all gone.
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The Woodlawn race track flourished in St. Matthews in 1866. It was small but drew large crowds from Louisville and other
neighboring communities. It went bankrupt and closed after five years. The club house was converted into a home and was
occupied for many years by the Norbourne Arterburns.

By 1887, according to Mrs. Ruth H. Osborne, St. Matthews had an international reputation as a breeding place for fine trot-
ting horses. L. L. Dorsey owned an extensive farm, headed by the famous stud, Gold Dust. Glenview Farm was conducted
by James McFerran. The famous Pancost lived there later when John E. Green owned the farm. The Indian Hill stud farm
was the property of R. S. Veech and was headed by Princeps.

The first large commercial establishment was started in St. Matthews in 1880. It wan Nanz and Neuner, florists, now still
operating at Willis Avenue and Breckinridge Lane in the name of Mans and Kraft Florists. The flower gardens covered
about 30 acres.

Bauer Brothers in 1887 organized a general merchandise store which soon became the largest in Jefferson County outside
of Louisville. A large glass of the best whiskey coat 15 cents and you paid 10 cents for all the beer you could drink. The
bank of St. Matthews was begun in 1906 with a capital of $15,000.00. For a while it was in a small building next to Bau-
er’s grocery at the corner of Chenoweth Lane and Frankfort Avenue. Louis Bauer was president. It was eventually moved
into the Bauer place and was modernized and enlarged, and the grocery moved next door.
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St. Matthews was a dusty town in 1900, according to Fred Gnau, treasurer of the City of Richlawn. The only stores were
Bauer’s Grocery, Greishaber’s Grocery, Mans and Neuner Florists, a blacksmith shop and a saloon. Potatoes were 20 cents
a barrel and rotting in the fields. Most of the land north of the Louisville & Nashville railroad was a swamp all the way to
Brownsboro Road. Squire Shadburne and Henry Bauer were big men around town.

According to Henry Holzhelmer, St. Matthews was known far and wide as a gambling center for roosters. On Osa Lentz’s
12 acre farm, some men bet as high as $1,000.00 of their potato money on a single rooster fight. Chicken fights were also
held at Bauer’s Grocery and Saloon.

Fisher’s Grocery and Tavern was on Frankfort Avenue about half a block west of Bauer’s.

The development of St. Matthews took a significant turn in 1907. Henry and Emma Koehler in June divided a piece of
property on St. Matthews Avenue, between Westport and Shelbyville Roads, into 25 lots. It was the first St. Mathews sub-
division.

(Just when the land was developed is not clear. The Jefferson County Plat Book only reveals the date land is subdivided. In
many cases, development takes place many years after subdividing. Norbourne Estates, for example, was subdivided in the
late 1920’s, but the Great Depression came, and home—building there was held up for more than 10 years.)

The next subdivision was started in 1912. Mary Mans cut up a piece of her property into 35 lots. It was on Grandview and
Mans Avenue, between Fairfax and Breckinridge Lane. She called this Maplewood.

In March 1913, Mrs. Louise Neuner, H. A. Kraft and Sallie D. Kraft, cut up a piece of property into 57 lots. It was bounded
by Fairfax Avenue and Breckinridge Lane, and Shelbyville Road and Nanz Avenue. They called this Magnolia.
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A.J. “Tony” Eline had set up St. Matthews’ first real estate office in 1912.

He built what he calls the fourth store in St. Matthews at the northeast corner of St. Matthews Avenue and Shelbyville
Road, where the Frankel—Klapheke Drug Store is now located. (The other three, he said, were Bauer’s, Fischer’s and the
old Edinger Grocery where the Citizens Fidelity Bank and Trust Company now stands.) Young Mr. Rime had his real es-
tate office in one part and there was a dry goods store in the back.

He took a chance on Maplewood place and built 25 homes there in 1913. They sold well. Later, he developed the adjoining
Magnolia tract, and that, too, was a success.

Mr. Eline opened the first Ford dealership in Jefferson County in 1913. It was in his building, next to his real estate office,
facing St. Matthews Avenue. (lord previously had only salesmen here.)

He developed the Thompson Subdivision on Browns Lane, and named Sherrin, Fairfax and Grandview Avenue, in 1916.
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The St. Matthews Produce Exchange was organized on July 5, 1909, to sell Potatoes and onions cooperatively and get bet-
ter prices for the farmers. Farmers previously had often brought their potatoes to St. Matthews and were met by buyers who
had agreed in advance how much to pay.

If the farmer refused the price, he could not sell. If he sold, he often found from the next day’s stock quotations that he had
been given considerably less than the market price. He could not sell individually. The Eastern markets bought only in car-
load lots.

To meet the situation, the exchange was organized. It extended its operations to the buying of supplies for the farmer.

It began with 200 men, with J. C. Fenley as first president. It was incorporated in 1910 with a capital of $6,000.00. The
stock was worth $5.00 a share. By 1921, it was worth more than $75.00.

The St. Matthews Produce exchange in 1921 shipped 13,000,000 pounds of potatoes to every section of the United States,
Canada, Mexico, and Cuba. It was the second largest potato exchange in the world.

By 1952 there were few potatoes being grown in St. Matthews, and the few farmers left were in dairy. work. K. W. “Buck”
Marshall in December 1952 bought the Exchange’s building at 103 Exchange Avenue for about $25,000.00. It had been
located there since the 1937 flood. Mr. Marshall moved his [umber business there from 131 Breckinridge Lane, and anoth-
er historical St. Matthews landmark was destroyed by the ccin;lirsion of a farm into a residential community.

The St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department, the first of its kind in Kentucky, was organized in 1919 and was located in
the Eline garage. Anthony Eline was the first president. Xavier Schuler was the first chief and Andrew Neichter the first
captain. Neichter became chief in 1921 and held that position until 1939.

In 1931 the department bought a new fire engine to replace the Model T. Ford chemical engine, which had a one—ton
truck holding three 35—gallon chemical tanks. The department moved to 109 Breckinridge Lane in 1931.
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In 1952, under John Monohan, chief since 1941, the department moved to St. Matthews Avenue, north of Shelbyville
Road. It now has three modern fire trucks. The rates are $3 a year for subscribers. If the department answers the fire
alarm of a non-subscriber, it charges $50 per hour per piece of equipment used.

In 1931 fire Insurance rates here were 96 cents per 100 valuation on real property. Today all houses within 1,000 feet of a
fire plug or three miles of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department, pay 24 cents.

The department began adding radios to its fire trucks this year.
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The great St. Matthews development, begun on such a small scale, proceeded slowly. A few subdivisions were built up
before the 1920’s. There was a boom in the 20’s, followed by almost no activity in the 30’s. The boom picked up again in
1938 and lasted until the war. The last great boom started in 1946, and is still going. St. Matthews, however, is about 90
per cent developed, and the boom is moving eastward and northward, to Middletown and Lyndon.

Prior to 1925, St. Matthews was mostly a series of farms.

The Holzheimer farm was in the southwest corner of Shelbyville Road and Breckinridge Lane. Henry Holzheimer’s hold-
ings also extended across Shelbyville Road and bordered along the west side of Chenoweth Lane. The Zehnder Dairy Farm
was in the corner south of Lexington Road and east of Cannons Lane.

The R. W. Herr farm was south of the Holzheimer farm, along Breckinridge Lane. The Tinsley farm was between the Herr
farm and Beargrass Creek. Across Beargrass Creek was the Murphy Farm.

Between Browns Lane and Breckinridge Lane were the Nanz and Neuner greenhouses, the Veech farm, and the Winches-
ter farm. East of Browns Lane were the Hahn farm, the James Brown estate and the Monohan estate.

The Chenoweth farm bordered along Chenoweth Lane from Brownsboro Road, halfway to Westport Road. The Stich farm
was immediately south, extending to Westport Road. East of there were the Henry Hahn farm, the Hubbard farm, the Rudy
farm, the Herr farm and the Rite farm.

The Arterburn farm was between Westport Road and Shelbyville Road.

The present day streets in those areas got their names from the farms.
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These farms today have been broken up into about 40 subdivisions, providing homes for about 6,000 families and business-
es.

The first big boom opened modestly in 1923, when Sara Thompson laid out 15 lots on Browns Lane. William Randolph
pushed it along in 1925, when he subdivided Fairlawn, near Druid Hills, into 75 lots. Mr. Randolph’s subdivision, and two
others he laid out in the next two years, were developed by the Wakefield—Davis Company (now known as Wakefield—
McMakin, and one of St. Matthews’ great builders.)

The boom reached enormous proportions in 1926, when nearly 900 lots were laid out.

Henry Holzheimer sold the property bordered on the north by Lexington Road and Frankfort Avenue, to J. C. and Lula
Turner for the astonishingly high sum of $3,000.00 an acre. That set the standard for all future transactions here until the
depression. L. Holzheimer’s father had once owned the property at Gilman’s Point, and owned a grocery and tavern which
later became Bauer's. He knew the value of the land.

The Turners bought the property, which extended southward to Nanz, east to Breckinridge Lane, and west to Lexington
Manor which came up to Bauer Avenue. They subdivided it into 360 lots and developed it.

That same year, the U. S. Realty Association subdivided and developed 260 lots in Lexington Manor, which extended from
Lexington Road to Willis and from Cannons Lane up to and including Cornell Place.

Also in 1926, Joe Oeschsli laid out 146 lots in Excella Place. This extended from one block east of Browns Lane to the
Arterburn Estate and included Ridgeway and Brown Avenues.

William Randolph laid out 110 lots on Fairy Drive and Elfin in Druid Hills in 1926, and added 34 lots in 1927.

Norbourne Estates was also laid out in 3927 by the Moorhouse Corporation and included 190 lots between Browns end
Breckinridge Lanes.

A.J. Eline laid out the Herriston subdivision in the 1920’s, named Warner and Grandview Avenues, and built 80 homes. In
1929, he subdivided Plainview, 14 lots on Sherrin Avenue.

The area comprising the original City of St. Matthews was built up during the 1920’s by Henry Bauer and Alex Staebler.
The first restaurant opened during the 1920’s in St. Matthews on the present site of the Whitligig.
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During 20’s the American Legion Zachary Taylor Post was organized here, and an auxiliary was formed in 1931.
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The St. Matthews Booster, which seems to have been St. Matthews’ first newspaper, was first published in 1925 just as the
boom started. In 1930, when the depression was starting, it was a full size sheet of four pages, and was running a series of
articles by Hardin Herr on the history of St. Matthews. H. C. Kelting stated in the paper that St. Matthews’ population was
about 4,000.

Efforts were being lade to keep the Community Club alive. It had been organized in 1924. The Marshall planing Mill had
been established on Breckinridge Lane. The Booster reported that a rate of 40 cents on each $100.00 of taxable property in
Jefferson County had been adopted by the Fiscal Court. Property subject to taxation in Jefferson County for 1930 was
$819,768,661.00, and increase of $18,731,368.00 over 1929.
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The Eight—Mile House was burned to the ground in March, 1930. It had been established 40 years earlier by Martin
Ochsner.

E. S. Monohan, who had come to St. Matthews in August, 1877, died in April at the age of 74. There were 5,000 subscrib-
ers in the Belmont telephone exchange and less than 2,000 were in St. Matthews. There was a miniature golf course on
Lexington Road between Bauer Avenue and Shelbyville Road.

The Booster reported June 12, 1930, the. sale of a five—acre tract between St. Matthews Avenue and Chenoweth Lane
north of the railroad tracks to the Palmer Asbestos and Rubber Company of Chicago for construction of a $1,000,000.00
plant. Holy Trinity organized its first PTA. and elected a Mrs. Wine president.

A second bank was opened in St. Matthews during the 1920s called the Farmer’s and Depositors Bank; it failed during the
depression. It was revived again in 1933, and Walter Crady was the president.

(A third financial institution, Colonial Federal Savings and Loan Association was opened here in 1944.)
skskok

During the depression, lots in St. Matthews were selling for as low as $300.00, and land along Rudy Lane, now worth over
$3,000.00 per lot, was moving slowly at $1,000.00 an acre.

Building was stopped almost completely during the 1930’s. Business was bad everywhere. A few tracts of land were subdi-
vided. Judith and Sevier Bonnie laid out 16 lots in Bonniewood which lay between Napanee and Ormond Road, and St.
Matthews and Chippewa Avenues.

A, J. Eline in May, 1933, laid out 45 lots in English Village No. 1. These lay along Hycliffe and St. Germaine Court be-
tween Breckinridge Lane and Wallace. In December, 1936, English Village No. 2 was laid out in 53 lots. These were along
Hycliffe, St. Germaine Court and Norbourne Boulevard from Macon to Wallace.

In 1933 and 1934, A. J. Eline developed Hycliffe from Breckinridge Lane to Browns Lane but this moved slowly.

A. J. Eline sold Fords from 1913 to 1927, but switched to Buicks and Pontiacs for five years at his present location. In
1933 he began selling Chevrolets.

Stores began building up slowly along Frankfort Avenue in the 20’s and 30’s.

Things began to move in 1938 following two significant developments. First Shelbyville Road and Frankfort Avenue were
converted into a four driving lane U. S. highway, channeling traffic into St. Matthews.

Second, Taylor Drugs built a series of stores in the triangle at the junction of Lexington Road and Frankfort Avenues.
St. Matthews now had a modern highway, and it’s first shopping center. The pall of the depression began to lift.

Wakefield—McMakin began laying out Springhill and the Bonnies’ subdivided Stonebridge. In 1939, the pace picked up
as Charles and Rita Speith and Burk Liner laid out 110 lots along Grandview, Breckinridge lane, Meridian, Hycliffe, Warn-
er and Browns Lane.

Charles Trueheart built a string of stores along the south side of Lexington Road, and Joseph Knust built several more. This
was shortly before America was involved in the war, and business was picking up rapidly.

Winchester Place, with 56 lot., was subdivided by the Speiths and Burk in 1940. The following year they subdivided Ar-
lington into 159 lots. All these lay between Breckinridge and Hubbards Lane, from Winchester to the Monohan estate.
Beechwood was subdivided.

A.J. Eline subdivided Parkside in 1940 into 98 lots, along Monohan, Hubbards Lane, and Norbourne.
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The St. Matthews Sun had begun publication in 1935, 14 years before The Voice. It was tabloid size.

Under publisher Ton Jones, who also published The Jeffersonian, it grew to full size in 1953, but ceased publication toward
the end of the year.
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At this point, the clubs began to form.

The St. Matthews Woman’s Club held its first meeting on April 17, 1938. Mrs. E. V. Bazzell was elected first president.
It was federated on May 16, There were only 15 charter members.

The Club moved into its spacious clubhouse on Shelbyville Road in 1948. Today there ae 400 members and a long waitin
list to get in. Mrs. William C. Cruse, Jr., is president, and the club during the winter months has two speakers each Mon-
day, tow annual style shows and flower shows, and contributes to numerous charities.
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The Younger Woman’s Club of St. Matthews was organized on October 16, 1939. Five girls attended the first meeting.
Six officers were elected. The sixth was a girl who agreed to be a member but couldn’t make the meeting.

The club remained a junior department of the St. Matthews Woman’s Club until it was reorganized in 1949. today it has
more than 200 members, and actively supports the Community Center.
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The St. Matthews Lions Club was established February 2, 1940. There were 17 charter members, and Dr. J. Charles Ray
was first president. The club nearly collapsed at first when it insisted on holding weekly meetings. Sometimes two mem-
bers showed up at Dr. Harry Frankel’s drug counter.

But the meetings were changed to twice a month and that proved to be the salvation of the club. The membership is now
80. George Walker, Jr., is president.

The outstanding projects of the club have been sight conservation, spastics, the Community Center Playground and the
annual Christmas baskets.
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The St. Matthews Rotary Club organized in 1941 with 22 members. Charles W. Owens was first president. The four areas
of activity marked out by the club for itself are club service, vocational service, community service, and international ser-
vice.

The present membership is about 70 Edward Kraft is president. The Rotary Club led the fight in 1951 to improve traffic
conditions in St. Matthews. With the aid of the Lions and Kiwanis, Rotary got the State to make a four way stop at
Breckinridge Lane and Willis; install left turn lanes into Willis and St. Matthews Avenues off Shelbyville Road, and bar
left turns from Shelbyville Road into Breckinridge Lane or Chenoweth.

It also took a leading part, along with this Lions, Kiwanis, and People’s Committee, in revamping the rate structure of the
St. Matthews Sanitation District in 1951.
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The St. Matthews Eagles Club was chartered on November 26, 1941, with 131 members. It had 289 members by Decem-
ber, 1953. Primarily a fraternal organization the Eagles assist sick members, destitute families, and support the Communi-
ty Center.

The Eagles have their own air-conditioned clubhouse above Eline Chevrolet, 3918 Frankfort Avenue.
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The St. Matthews Commuter, a weekly tabloid of 12 pages, was established here in 1940 and published it first issue on
February 9, Ed Sales was publisher and Peyton Hoge, editor.

He reported that 300 people met at Holy Trinity under the auspices of the St. Mathews Civic Club to protest against a bill
to make it easier for Louisville to annex St. Matthews. The great running feud between the communities, which has lasted
to this day, had already begun.

Mockingbird Valley established a sixth class city that month and helped establish a pattern that was to guide the future
action of many St. Mathews Communities.
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After the war, St. Matthews was the most attractive place for people wishing to live in the suburbs. It was the only section
of the county free from industrial smoke.

The build—up began. Joe Kunst added more stores on Lexington Road. The A & P moved into its present location, con-
structed by Mr. Eline, in 1945.

Norbourne Estates’ development got under way again and grew into one of the loveliest communities in the State. Colonial
Village on Chenoweth Lane was subdivided into 113 lots extending as far north as Elmwood and west to the Masonic
Home. Beechwood Village and Richlawn were developed, and work began in Fairmeade.

Windy Hills began building up.
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Despite the fact that everyone deplored strip and spot zoning, these practices continued. The growing area needed more
stores all the time. When Wallace Center was built in 1949, everyone hoped it might establish a pattern for St. Matthews.
The block of stores sits well off the Lexington Road highway behind Terry’s Texaco gas station. Traffic is slow and park-
ing facilities good.

But it didn’t work. Nobody wanted to build homes along Shelbyville Road. They wouldn’t sell...so the strip zoning began,

out of necessity. Joseph Knust in August 1951 opened eight stores at the corner of Shelbyville Road and Hubbards Lane,

the first major shopping center outside the immediate St. Matthews business district. The following year, the Wakefield—
McMakin Company built 11 stores right up against Knust’s just to the east. This is the Fairmeade Shopping Center.

The strip zoning continued. Buck Marshall announced he would build a $2,000,000.00 shopping center on a 20 acre tract
on the south side of Shelbyville Road, with 12 to 15 stores, and parking for 1,000 cars.

(He gave a 99—year lease on the property in March, 1954, to a New York firm, who will do the job.)
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Behind the Fairmeade stores, a whole new subdivision began going up in April 1952.

The Voice of St. Matthews revealed on January 4, 1952, that Greater St. Matthews spent $3,000,000.00 building and im-
proving homes, roads, and stores in 1951.

About 270 homes were built at a cost of nearly $2,800,000.00. Three sixth—class cities and two road districts had repaired
streets at a cost of about $68,000.00 and $108,535.00 was spent on commercial buildings.
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All this was not lost on Louisville. The City began a major drive in 1946 to annex St. Matthews. An ordinance proposing to
annex the business district was approved by the aldermen, but St. Matthews business men stopped it with a filed protest.
Louisville then passed another ordinance seeking to annex the residential area. The Court of Appeals ruled against the
move in 1910.

It was obvious that some form of government had to be provided for St. Matthews. Up until that time, the County govern-
ment, headed by the chief executive officer, the County Judge, provided some road service and police protection. This was
inadequate.
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Robert Ripley commented in 1949 that St. Matthews, with a population of 10,000 to 20,000, was the largest unincorporated
community in the United States.

If not annexation, what?
Richlawn solved the problem for itself on January 24, 1948, by incorporating itself into a sixth class city.

St. Matthews followed suit. On March 22, 1950, the sixth class city of St. Matthews was incorporated. It comprised about
three square blocks from Westport Road to Gilman Avenue and from Chenoweth Lane to St. Matthews Avenue.

The very next day, the sixth class city passed an ordinance proposing to annex the entire area comprising the St. Matthews
Sanitation District No. 1, an area with about 15,000 population.

The People’s Committee of St. Matthews declaring that a city with a 75 cent tax rate maximum could only pay fat salaries
and lawyers’ fees but could not provide services, filed a protest suit. The protest was sustained by the Court of Appeals,
reducing St. Matthews to its original boundaries.

Louisville then tried to annex St. Matthews again. A protest suit was filed and Louisville lost the case before a jury in Au-
gust 1952. The law office neglected to file an appeal within the required 90 days, claiming it forgot. This ruled out further
annexation moves on the same area for two years. This move alienated much of Louisville’s support in St. Matthews.

The People’s Committee of St. Matthews declaring that a city with a 75 cent tax rate maximum could only pay fat salaries
and lawyers’ fees but could not provide services, filed a protest suit. The protest was sustained by the Court of Appeals,
reducing St. Matthews to its original boundaries.
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Louisville in January 1953 made a move which alienated further support in St. Matthews. The city’s law department re-
vived the 1946 ordinance proposing to annex the business district. This was viewed as an attempt to get the high—
revenue—producing business section without the low—revenue—producing residential area.

The Annexation Protective Association, composed of St. Matthews business men, organized to fight the move.
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In 1950, the Municipal League polled St. Matthews to get the people’s view on the question of annexation vs. incorpora-
tion. Only 13 per cent of the people responded and 70 percent said they preferred to be annexed by Louisville. There is
general agreement that Louisville’s actions in the past four years have, reduced this number to about 50 percent or less.

To further alienate support, Louisville has three times tried to get legislation passed making it easier to annex unincorpo-
rated territory and sixth class cities. All were unsuccessful.

Further, it was revealed by The Voice in 1952 that while Louisville homeowners had to pay property taxes totaling $3.55
per year per $100.00 valuation, the City of Richlawn paid $2.05; Beechwood $1.80; and Bellewood $2.01.

On September 29, 1953, the City of St. Matthews annexed the business district, and if Louisville loses its suit in October,
will be permitted to keep it.

Five other ordinances were proposed to annex the residential area. Three were opposed. Two succeeded, and St. Matthews
now is a city of about 5,100 people comprising the area bounded by Bellewood, Frankfort Avenue, Windy Hills and
Chenoweth Lane, and another area bounded by Shelbyville Road, Norbourne Boulevard, Eline Avenue and Browns Lane.

It became a fourth class city on June 19, 1954, has contracted for garbage service, hired a police chief, and expects reve-
nues of $71,000.00 for the current year.
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Other communities in this area were not idle in providing themselves with needed services, while the Cities of Louisville
and St. Matthews were fighting it out in court.

The following sixth class cities were organized, in addition to Richlawn and St. Matthews: Cherrywood Village, April
1950; Springlee, April 1950; Norbourne Estates and Druid Hills, fall 1950; Beechwood Village, June 5, 1951, Fairmeade,
September 1953; Windy Hills, September 30, 1952, and St. Regis Park, August 1953; Woodlawn Park, Plymouth Village,
Brownsboro Village, Indian Hills, Parkside and Broad Yield.

These cities set up planning and zoning commissions to regulate building, and to protect property values, organized police
courts and patrolling to cut down speeding, repaired streets, and furnished fire protection.

Richlawn, for instance, completed street repairs in May 1951 at a cost of $10,000.00. Springlee resurfaced all streets in
1953 at a cost of $32,000.00. Tax rates vary. In Springlee everyone pays $35.00 a year. In Druid Hills each family pays
$12.00. The average city has about 200 homes.

Richlawn set up traffic court May 21, 1951, in Judge L. D. Stiglitz’s back yard and fined five persons $10.00 to $12.50 for
exceeding the 20 m.p.h. speed limit. Norbourne Estates and Beechwood Village have set up similar courts.
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And they have started annexing Windy Hills last month, annexed 94 lots at the owner’s request. Beechwood Village at-
tempted to annex the 20-acre Buck Marshall property in front of the city and fronting on Shelbyville Road to bring it under
the authority of its zoning board and make sure that nothing but homes are built there. Mr. Marshall is opposing the move.

The small cities have no delusions of grandeur. They organized for various reasons: to keep from being annexed by Louis-
ville, which has a bad reputation for not providing city services to annexed areas even though colleting taxes; and to keep
from being annexed by St. Matthews, which they feel has not proved its ability to govern.

They wanted to set up organizations to enforce traffic rules and provide minimum city services, including street repair and
garbage collection, and to protect their property values while the courts are deciding what to do about this area.

They serve without pay. It is notable that some of the volunteer officers have contributed their time straight through, with-
out let up. W. T. Porter of Bellewood and James Noland of St. Matthews have been Mayors from the time their cities were
incorporated.

Political maneuvering is kept to a minimum, though a group of dissatisfied residents, led by Mayor Brad Williams, man-
aged to unseat Fred Burkel’s slate in Beechwood last fall.

To take care of roads badly in need of repair, the people of various unincorporated St. Matthews neighborhoods began
forming road districts.

If home owners representing 51 per cent of the front footage on a given section of road sign a petition requesting formation
of a road district, the County Judge grants it the power to organize. An engineer is hired, the road is built, (by officers ap-
pointed by the County Judge) for their proportionate share of the expenses, including a ten-year maintenance fund.
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Twelve such road districts have been formed in the last four years and have rebuilt roads at a cost of $144,000.

The creation of St. Matthews Sanitation District No. 1 to provide sever service here was first attempted in 1945, but was
delayed until 1949. Business expansion was slowed considerably with no severs available.

Estimated to cost $1 million, it cost $2.75 million because of the delay and because the construction companies struck rock.
Two of the firms who helped build it went bankrupt.

It has now about 3,500 users and 75 miles of sewer lines, and is beginning to make money. Its first fiscal year ending June
1, 1950, it lost $79,424. The following year it lost $25,356. The-third year it lost about $3,000 but last year it announced a
profit of $28,511.

Criticized for a rate structure showing partiality, to commercial and industrial users W. Howard Hopkins, general manager,
asked the St. Matthews Lions, Rotary and Kiwanis Clubs, as well as the People’s Committee to appoint representatives to
study the rate structures and make recommendations for change.

In the absence of any other governmental body in St. Matthews, these organizations assumed the responsibility. The com-
mittee recommended a rate raise for industrial users and commercial users, with no rate raises in home rates.

In May 1952, the Sewer District virtually doubled rates for industrial and commercial users,
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The St. Matthews Kiwanis Club was organized in April, 1945. Burton W. Stevens was the first president. There were 30
charter members. There are nearly 60 now. Sam Evans is president.

The Kiwanis has been an active supporter of the Community Center. It has engaged in such civic projects as county—wide
collection of clothes for war relief, aiding of handicapped children; and support of the Y.M.C.A.

The St. Matthews Optimists Club was organized this year under the leadership of Dick Wheeler, president.

The St. Matthews Community Center was organized in 1945 by Burton Stevens, James Noland (Mayor of St. Matthews)
and Ray Chanaberry, to provide recreation facilities for local youngsters.

It sponsored the Potato Festival, which began in 1946, to provide funds for this project. The Festival was a social success
and at first made money. The profit in 1949 was $7,358.00. The next year it made nearly $7,000.00. Profits dropped to
$4,953.00 in 1951. It was renamed the charity Raiser in 1953, and profits dropped to less than $3,000.00.

What caused this decline is debatable. Many people think it was the let—down in attractions. When the Festival first start-
ed, a contest was held to pick a queen and this proved popular. Stars such as Payee King were hired to entertain. These
project. were later dropped and the profits seemed to decline accordingly.
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The Festival has now been abandoned by the Center as a fund— raising project, and the Potato Festival property turned
back to the Arterburn family from whom it was leased.

This year, a Booster’s day celebration will be held instead. The St. Matthews Community Theater and All-Star all games
with Pony League and Little League teams competing.

The Center opened a playground on Shelbyville Road next to the Drive—In theatre in June 1951, on 20 acres leased at
$1,200.00 a year from the Arterburn family. Little League and Pony League play is held there. There is also a softball dia-
mond and picnic grounds.

A wading pool was opened in July, 1953, at a cost of $3,148. Plays are staged by the St. Matthews Community Theatre in
the building donated in 1953 by the Billy Reynolds family.

Members of the Community Center are the St. Matthews Eagles and Auxiliary, the local Rotary, Kiwanis, and Lions Clubs,
the Woman’s Club of St. Matthews, the Younger Woman’s Club of St. Matthews, the Greathouse and Holy Trinity
P.T.A.’s, the St. Matthews Community Theatre, the local Legion and Auxiliary and the S. Matthews F.F.W.
skokosk

The St. Matthews Community Theatre was organized is 1963 by Richard Clay and Emil Aun. It staged its first play, ““The
Man Who Came to Dinner,” in the Community Center Building in December 1953. Since then it has staged two more
plays. Profits have amounted to about $1,200.00, and nearly $1,000.00 of that total has been donated to the Community
Center.

enter ‘s
The stock of the Farmers and Depositors Bank was bought by the Citizens Fidelity Bank and Trust Company in August,
1951. It is now known as the Citizens Fidelity Bank and Trust Company of St. Matthews. President Walter Crady retired in
September 1951.

Karl Straub in January 1951 succeeded H. A. Nelson as president of the St. Matthews National Bank. That year the bank
became the First National Bank of St. Matthews.

skoskook
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Under the leadership of John Ed Pearce, the River Road Country club, called the “poor man’s country club,” was organized
in 1952. Members with their own hand renovated the old Standard Club at Zorn avenue at River Road. But they discov-
ered there is no such thing as a poor man’s country club, in the words of mr. Pearce.

Families admitted now must pay a $370 entry fee. Monthly dues are $25 per month, but $10 is returned in chits to be spent

on the premises.
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The St. Matthews Committee on the Louisville Chamber of Commerce was organized in October 1953, to replace the de-
funct St. Matthews Chamber of Commerce. Karl Straub was elected first president.

After a pool conducted by the Committee, most St. Matthews merchants on May 14 of this year agreed to stay open until 9
o’clock on Friday evenings. The clothing stores generally continued to remain open on Thursday evenings.

Greathouse school, according t a master’s thesis by Ruth Osborne, principal of Stivers School, has served the St. Matthews
area for over 75 years. It has expanded from one room to 27, and each of the six locations of the school has been as nearly
as possible at the population center of the district at that time.

It was first located in 1877 at Browns Lane opposite the family of Phillip brown. Miss Emma Russell was the first teacher.
Enrollment was seven. Tuition was $4.94 per month. It moved near the Holzheimer home off Breckinridge Lane, and then
to the present site of the Palmer Asbestos and Rubber Company.

At this location, Miss Tommie Greathouse was appointed teacher for the five-month term at a salary of $210.38. It re-
mained a one-room school until 1903, with Miss Tommie the only teacher for 19 years. She remained as principal 15 years
more.

The school was moved in 1888 to the triangle formed by Lexington Road and Frankfort Avenue. The 1893 enrollment was
32. Another room was added the following year. In 1912 a third teacher was added.

The older boys made the fires in the mornings and the girls swept and dusted. The boys carried the drinking water in a
cedar bucket from a pump located where the First National Bank of St. Matthews now stands.

A new building was erected on Shelbyville Road opposite Browns Lane in 1915 for $7,252.00. It was named Greathouse
School in honor of Miss Tommie. She retired in 1918, after 34 years.

Miss Mayme Waggener was principal from 1918 to 1946.
Eline Realty Company bought the old building on Shelbyville Road for $7,355.00 and converted it into eight apartments.

The school moved to its present site in 1939. The building and grounds coat $88,000.00. A lunchroom was added in 1950
to serve 280 persons. The school, designed to hold 650 pupils, had an enrollment of 740 In 1952. Overcrowding was
caused by the tremendous increase in St. Matthews population.
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Stivers School, named after O. J. Stivers, former Superintendent of County Schools, opened on Westport Road in 1952
with Mrs. Ruth Osborne as principal. It was designed for 480 pupils. Enrollment the first year was 530. Classes the past
year were being held in the auditoriums and reading rooms.

Eastern High School in Middletown was opened in 1950, with Jack Dawson as principal, to take care of the St. Matthews
high school population. Designed for 1,500 students it had 1,631 enrolled in 1951.

The build—up in St. Matthews was putting tremendous pressure on County Schools. The voters in 1952 OK’d a 50 cent
special building tax to relieve the situation.

With the extra tax money, the Board of Education built two schools here. The first, Chenoweth Elementary School, named
after Dr. Henry Chenoweth, is on Brownsboro Road west of Chenoweth Lane.

The Mayme Waggener Junior High School, named after the former Greathouse principal, is on Hubbards Lane. John
Lowe, assistant principal at Eastern, will be the principal.
Until Eastern was organized, students went to Anchorage High School.
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The Eastern Eagles have had a good record in sports. Under Earl Duncan the basketball team won 55 games and lost 25 in
four years. The football team, under Emmett Goranflo, has won 22 and lost 13.

Eastern graduated 160 in 1952, 202 in 1953, and 220 in 1954.
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Holy Trinity School was established in the 1880°s along with the church. It has a current enrollment of about 600. Our
Lady of Lourdes has an enrollment of about 450.
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Holy Trinity High School was established on the grounds of the old Holy Trinity church and school on Shelbyville road
last fall with a freshman class. One class will be added each year until it is a full-fledged high school
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At present there are about 200 business firms in St. Matthews and about 20,000 people. The Highbaugh realty is currently
engaged in building ad additional 1,110 homes near the Inner belt Highway.

The area lying between Cannon’s Lane and the eastern limits of Beechwood Village and Windy Hills, and between
Brownsboro Road and the City of Springlee’s south boundary is generally known as the St. Matthews area. It is about 90
per cent developed and its market value has climbed past the $100 million mark.

A slight trend is discernible to move farther eastward in search of open spaces. Many families have moved out of St. Mat-
thews in the past five years to settle in undeveloped Middletown and Lyndon.

The business causalities have been astonishing. Dr. Harry Frankel, at Frankel-Klapheke Drug Store, said he can only re-
member a handful of stores still bearing the same name as when he move here 25 years ago: Eline Realty, St. Matthews
Hardware, Zehnder’s Dairy, Nanz and Neuner, Palmer Asbestos and Rubber Company, Plehn’s Bakery and Marshall Plan-
ing Mill.
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Robert O. Dorsey, Sr. was in the real estate business in St. Matthews begin-
ning before World War I, and Bob Dorsey, Jr. who wrote this history was in
the insurance business and served in the city council.

(NOTE: Much of this history was copied from the 1954 Voice history)

HISTORY OF ST. MATTHEWS
Compiled By
R. O. (Bob) Dorsey
November 1968

Robert O, Dorsey

St. Matthews is certainly among the best suburban cities man has made for himself. There are few communities which can
boast of a better economic stability, low crime rate, beautiful homes, adequate shopping centers, dedicated city officials,
civic organizations, most desirable people, churches and education facilities.

Toward the middle of the 18th century, pioneers came through the Cumberland Gap into Kentucky. They made clearings in
the heavy timber along picturesque Beargrass Creek.

The gently—rolling upland in the St. Matthews neighborhood boasted soft, fertile soil, suitable for grain and vegetables,
and cabins began to go up. The hunting was good, and the pioneers could step from their cabins and bring down buffalo,
elk, deer and other game with the long Kentucky rifles.
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Beargrass Creek was fed by cold, clear springs, and grist mills were built to take place of grinding by hand. Good—sized
black bass and other frying fish abounded in the streams. Hemp became a staple crop. The tough fibre was twisted into ca-
ble by negro labor, and Kentucky rope and hawsers for sailing vessels became standard equipment along the Atlantic sea-
board. Supplies were brought in by boat.

Plantations were built, and stage coaches began regular deliveries through St. Matthews, the oldest community in Jefferson
County next to Jeffersontown and Middletown.
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According to the late Hardin Herr, writing in The St. Matthews Booster on January 23, 1930, Zachary Taylor, who was
born in Virginia in 1784, was brought to Kentucky (then part of Virginia) in 1785. His family settled near what came to be
known as St. Matthews on the old Taylor farm on Brownsboro Road, where his monument now stands. He remained there
until he was 24.

He was married on June 11, 1810, to Margaret Smith at Gilman’s Point, where the First National Bank of St. Matthews
now stands. Exactly 25 years later, General Taylor’s daughter, Sara Knox Taylor, was married to Jefferson Davis in a house
at Brownsboro Road and crescent Avenue.

Jacob Rudy the first, a veteran of the Revolutionary War, can. here in the 1790’s and settled on a large tract of land due
south from the Taylor monument. He built a large log house over a spring so attacking Indians couldn’t bottle him up with-
out water. This was in the present Windy Hills neighborhood.

Another early settler was James Brown who came here in 1199 or 1800 and established himself near the old Dutch Station
on Beargrass creek. He eventually owned all the land from Shelbyville Road to Taylorsville Road on the east side of
Browns Lane.

His house on Browns Lane survives today, and architects still come to see the original spiral staircase in this hone, which is
three stories high.

For several generations it was the Monohan home, “Wildwood”. From this house came three successive Monohan who
were directors of The First National Bank of Louisville. One was president.

Back on what is now called Massie Avenue is a fine old house occupied by Judge Churchill Humphrey. It was built in 1806
of brick made on the place for Colonel Henry Massey and his bride, Miss Helen Bullitt.

The oldest school was in the hollow on the golf course grounds west of Bauer’s Cafe, presumably now Crescent Hill Golf
Course. The second school, the Old Hickory School, in the 18°0’s was on Westport Road below Herr Lane, but was moved
to Herr Lane. There was another school where Holy Trinity High School now stands, and a fourth at Gilman's Point.

John Simcoe in about 1850 went to school here with the Hite’s, Taylor’s, Barbour’s, chamberlains and Dorsey’s, and with
Bob Womack, discoverer of the Cripple Creek Gold Mine, one of the richest in the United States. Old Sam Womack, his
father, owned a large tract of land not far from Gilman’s Point.
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The three husky young Arterburn boys moved down by ox teams from Virginia with their mother and settled on a tract
known afterward as the old Arterburn place. It joined the Bullitt farm and was eventually acquired by William Marshall
Bullitt.

When the Civil War opened and seemed certain to do away with slavery, the discouraged Bullitt rented the farm to the three
Arterburns, — Norbourne, Crawford and Covington.

Norbourne Arterburn eventually owned about 1,000 acres to the east and south of Gilman’s Point, worth about $3.5 million
today, not counting improvements. He kept it well into this century.

A railroad train began running from Frankfort to Louisville in 1851. It was small and slow, with hand brakes, but it allowed
commuters to establish large country homes in the St. Matthews area and gave a hint of what was to come in the next centu-
ry when St. Matthews became a refuge for people seeking to live in comfort away from the noise of Louisville.

Later an electric interurban service was established between LaGrange and Louisville, and served St. Matthews until the
end of the 1930’s when busses took over.

The northern General Buell brought an army to Gilman’s Point during the Civil War and threw up breastworks west of
Bauer’s Restaurant on Brownsboro Road. Old John Lausman had his arm shattered in a battle there.

Huett Simcoe tells of Fred Rudy entertaining a half—dozen Federal soldiers with all hospitality and cursing them at the
same time for invading the south. The whiskey was flowing freely, and the more he drank the more abusive he got. He was
pulled out of bed that night by several soldiers and was nearly hanged. A northern general, who knew the old man, interced-
ed and got him off with a month in jail.
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The large flocks of wild pigeons which had been a feature of life around Gilman’s Point from the beginning, were last seen
about 1866. By 1870 they were all gone.

The Woodlawn race track flourished in St. Matthews in 1866. It was small but drew large crowds from Louisville and other
neighboring communities. It went bankrupt and closed after five years. The club house was converted into a home and was
occupied for many years by the Norbourne Arterburns.

By 1887, according to Mrs. Ruth H. Osborne, St. Matthews had an international reputation as a breeding place for fine trot-
ting horses. L. L. Dorsey owned an extensive farm, headed by the famous stud, Gold Dust. Glenview Farm was conducted
by James McFerran. The famous Pancost lived there later when John E. Green owned the farm. The Indian Hill stud farm
was the property of R. S. Veech and was headed by Princeps.

The first large commercial establishment was started in St. Matthews in 1880. It wan Nanz and Neuner, florists, now still
operating at Willis Avenue and Breckinridge Lane in the name of Mans and Kraft Florists. The flower gardens covered
about 30 acres.

Bauer Brothers in 1887 organized a general merchandise store which soon became the largest in Jefferson County outside
of Louisville. A large glass of the best whiskey coat 15 cents and you paid 10 cents for all the beer you could drink. The
bank of St. Matthews was begun in 1906 with a capital of $15,000.00. For a while it was in a small building next to Bauer’s
grocery at the corner of Chenoweth Lane and Frankfort Avenue. Louis Bauer was president. It was eventually moved into
the Bauer place and was modernized and enlarged, and the grocery moved next door.
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St. Matthews was a dusty town in 1900, according to Fred Gnau, treasurer of the City of Richlawn. The only stores were
Bauer’s Grocery, Greishaber’s Grocery, Mans and Neuner Florists, a blacksmith shop and a saloon. Potatoes were 20 cents
a barrel and rotting in the fields.

Most of the land north of the Louisville & Nashville railroad was a swamp all the way to Brownsboro Road. Squire Shad-
burne and Henry Bauer were big men around town.

St. Matthews was known far and wide as a gambling center for roosters. On Osa Lentz’s 12 acre farm, some men bet as
high as $1,000.00 of their potato money on a single rooster fight. Chicken fights were also held at Bauer’s Grocery and
Saloon.

Fisher’s Grocery and Tavern was on Frankfort Avenue about half a block west of Bauer’s.

The development of St. Matthews took a significant turn in 1907. Henry and Emma Koehler in June divided a piece of
property on St. Matthews Avenue, between Westport and Shelbyville Roads, into 25 lots.

(Just when the land was developed is not clear. The Jefferson County Plat Book only reveals the date land is subdivided. In
many cases, development takes place many years after subdividing. Norbourne Estates, for example, was subdivided in the
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late 1920’s, but the Great Depression came, and home—building there was held up for more than 10 years.) The next sub-
division was started in 1912. Mary Mans cut up a piece of her property into 35 lots. It was on Grandview and Mans Ave-
nue, between Fairfax and Breckinridge Lane. She called this Maplewood.

In March 1913, Mrs. Louise Neuner, H. A. Kraft and Sallie D. Kraft, cut up a piece of property into 57 lots. It was bounded
by Fairfax Avenue and Breckinridge Lane, and Shelbyville Road and Nanz Avenue. They called this Magnolia.
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A. J. “Tony” Eline had set up St. Matthews’ first real estate office in 1912.

He built what he calls the fourth store in St. Matthews at the northeast corner of St. Matthews Avenue and Shelbyville
Road, where the Frankel—Klapheke Drug Store is now located. (The other three, he said, were Bauer’s, Fischer’s and the
old Edinger Grocery where the Citizens Fidelity Bank and Trust Company now stands.) Young Mr. Rime had his real estate
office in one part and there was a dry goods store in the back.

He took a chance on Maplewood place and built 25 homes there in 1913. They sold well. Later, he developed the adjoining
Magnolia tract, and that, too, was a success.

Mr. Eline opened the first Ford dealership in Jefferson County in 1913. It was in his building, next to his real estate office,
facing St. Matthews Avenue. (lord previously had only salesmen here.)

He developed the Thompson Subdivision on Browns Lane, and named Sherrin, Fairfax and Grandview Avenue, in 1916.
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The St. Matthews Produce Exchange was organized on July 5, 1909, to sell Potatoes and onions cooperatively and get bet-
ter prices for the farmers. Farmers previously had often brought their potatoes to St. Matthews and were met by buyers who
had agreed in advance how much to pay.

If the farmer refused the price, he could not sell. If he sold, he often found from the next day’s stock quotations that he had
been given considerably less than the market price. He could not sell individually. The Eastern markets bought only in car-
load lots.

To meet the situation, the exchange was organized. It extended its operations to the buying of supplies for the farmer.

It began with 200 men, with J. C. Fenley as first president. It was incorporated in 1910 with a capital of $6,000.00. The
stock was worth $5.00 a share. By 1921, 1t was worth more than $75.00.

The St. Matthews Produce exchange in 1921 shipped 13,000,000 pounds of potatoes to every section of the United States,
Canada, Mexico, and Cuba. It was the second largest potato exchange in the world.

By 1952 there were few potatoes being grown in St. Matthews, and the few farmers left were in dairy. work. K. W. “Buck”
Marshall in December 1952 bought the Exchange’s building at 103 Exchange Avenue for about $25,000.00. It had been
located there since the 1937 flood. Mr. Marshall moved his lumber business there from 131 Breckinridge Lane, and another
historical St. Matthews landmark was destroyed by the conversion of a farm into a residential community.
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The St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department, the first of its kind in Kentucky, was organized in 1919 and was located in

the Eline garage. Anthony Eline was the first president. Xavier Schuler was the first chief and Andrew Neichter the first
captain. Neichter became chief in 1921 and held that position until 1939.

In 1931 the department bought a new fire engine to replace the Model T. Ford chemical engine, which had a one—ton truck
holding three 35—gallon chemical tanks. The department moved to 109 Breckinridge Lane in 1931.

In 1952, under John Monohan, chief since 1941, the department moved to St. Matthews Avenue, north of Shelbyville Road.

In 1931 fire Insurance rates here were 96 cents per 100 valuation on real property. Today all houses within 1,000 feet of a
fire plug or three miles of the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department, pay seventh class rates.
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The great St. Matthews development, begun on such a small scale, proceeded slowly. A few subdivisions were built up
before the 1920’s. There was a boom in the 20’s, followed by almost no activity in the 30’s. The boom picked up again in
1938 and lasted until the war. The last great boom started in 1946, and is still going. St. Matthews, however, is about 90 per
cent developed, and the boom is moving eastward and northward, to Middletown and Lyndon.

Prior to 1925, St. Matthews was mostly a series of farms.

The Holzheimer farm was in the southwest corner of Shelbyville Road and Breckinridge Lane. Henry Holzheimer’s hold-
ings also extended across Shelbyville Road and bordered along the west side of Chenoweth Lane. The Zehnder Dairy Farm
was in the corner south of Lexington Road and east of Cannons Lane.
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The R. W. Herr farm was south of the Holzheimer farm, along Breckinridge Lane. The Tinsley farm was between the Herr
farm and Beargrass Creek. Across Beargrass Creek was the Murphy Farm.

Between Browns Lane and Breckinridge Lane were the Nanz and Neuner greenhouses, the Veech farm, and the Winchester
farm. East of Browns Lane were the Hahn farm, the James Brown estate and the Monohan estate.

The Chenoweth farm bordered along Chenoweth Lane from Brownsboro Road, halfway to Westport Road. The Stich farm
was immediately south, extending to Westport Road. East of there were the Henry Hahn farm, the Hubbard farm, the Rudy
farm, the Herr farm and the Rite farm.

The Arterburn farm was between Westport Road and Shelbyville Road.

The present day streets in those areas got their names from the farms.
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These farms today have been broken up into about 40 subdivisions, providing homes for about 6,000 families and business-
es.

The first big boom opened modestly in 1923, when Sara Thompson laid out 15 lots on Browns Lane. William Randolph
pushed it along in 1925, when he subdivided Fairlawn, near Druid Hills, into 75 lots. Mr. Randolph’s subdivision, and two
others he laid out in the next two years, were developed by the Wakefield—Davis Company (now known as Wakefield—
McMakin, and one of St. Matthews’ great builders.)

The boom reached enormous proportions in 1926, when nearly 900 lots were laid out.

Henry Holzheimer sold the property bordered on the north by Lexington Road and Frankfort Avenue, to J. C. and Lula
Turner for the astonishingly high sum of $3,000.00 an acre. That set the standard for all future transactions here until the
depression. L. Holzheimer’s father had once owned the property at Gilman’s Point, and owned a grocery and tavern which
later became Bauer's. He knew the value of the land.

The Turners bought the property, which extended southward to Nanz, east to Breckinridge Lane, and west to Lexington
Manor which came up to Bauer Avenue. They subdivided it into 360 lots and developed it.

That same year, the U. S. Realty Association subdivided and developed 260 lots in Lexington Manor, which extended from
Lexington Road to Willis and from Cannons Lane up to and including Cornell Place.

Also in 1926, Joe Oeschsli laid out 146 lots in Excella Place. This extended from one block east of Browns Lane to the Ar-
terburn Estate and included Ridgeway and Brown Avenues.

William Randolph laid out 110 lots on Fairy Drive and Elfin in Druid Hills in 1926, and added 34 lots in 1927.

Norbourne Estates was also laid out in 3927 by the Moorhouse Corporation and included 190 lots between Browns end
Breckinridge Lanes.

A. J. Eline laid out the Herriston subdivision in the 1920’s, named Warner and Grandview Avenues, and built 80 homes. In
1929, he subdivided Plainview, 14 lots on Sherrin Avenue.

The area comprising the original City of St. Matthews was built up during the 1920’s by Henry Bauer and Alex Staebler.
The first restaurant opened during the 1920’s in St. Matthews.

In 1925 the American Legion Zachary Taylor Post was organized here, and an auxiliary was formed in 1931.
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The St. Matthews Booster, which seems to have been St. Matthews’ first newspaper, was first published in 1925 just as the
boom started. In 1930, when the depression was starting, it was a full size sheet of four pages, and was running a series of
articles by Hardin Herr on the history of St. Matthews. H. C. Kelting stated in the paper that St. Matthews’ population was
about 4,000.

Efforts were being lade to keep the Community Club alive. It had been organized in 1924. The Marshall planing Mill had
been established on Breckinridge Lane. The Booster reported that a rate of 40 cents on each $100.00 of taxable property in
Jefferson County had been adopted by the Fiscal Court. Property subject to taxation in Jefferson County for 1930 was
$819,768,661.00, and increase of $18,731,368.00 over 1929.
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The Eight—Mile House was burned to the ground in March, 1930. It had been established 40 years earlier by Martin
Ochsner.
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E. S. Monohan, who had come to St. Matthews in August, 1877, died in April at the age of 74. There were 5,000 subscrib-
ers in the Belmont telephone exchange and less than 2,000 were in St. Matthews. There was a miniature golf course on
Lexington Road between Bauer Avenue and Shelbyville Road.

The Booster reported June 12, 1930, the. sale of a five—acre tract between St. Matthews Avenue and Chenoweth Lane
north of the railroad tracks to the Palmer Asbestos and Rubber Company of Chicago for construction of a $1,000,000.00
plant. Holy Trinity organized its first PTA. and elected a Mrs. Wine president.

A second bank was opened in St. Matthews during the 1920s called the Farmer’s and Depositors Bank; it failed during the
depression. It was revived again in 1933, and Walter Crady was the president.

(A third financial institution, Colonial Federal Savings and Loan Association was opened here in 1944.)
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During the depression, lots in St. Matthews were selling for as low as $300.00, and land along Rudy Lane, now worth over
$3,000.00 per lot, was moving slowly at $1,000.00 an acre.

Building was stopped almost completely during the 1930’s. Business was bad everywhere. A few tracts of land were subdi-
vided. Judith and Sevier Bonnie laid out 16 lots in Bonniewood which lay between Napanee and Ormond Road, and St.
Matthews and Chippewa Avenues.

A, J. Eline in May, 1933, laid out 45 lots in English Village No. 1. These lay along Hycliffe and St. Germaine Court be-
tween Breckinridge Lane and Wallace. In December, 1936, English Village No. 2 was laid out in 53 lots. These were along
Hycliffe, St. Germaine Court and Norbourne Boulevard from Macon to Wallace.

In 1933 and 1934, A. J. Eline developed Hycliffe from Breckinridge Lane to Browns Lane but this moved slowly.

A. J. Eline sold Fords from 1913 to 1927, but switched to Buicks and Pontiacs for five years at his present location. In 1933
he began selling Chevrolets.

Stores began building up slowly along Frankfort Avenue in the 20’s and 30’s.

Things began to move in 1938 following two significant developments. First Shelbyville Road and Frankfort Avenue were
converted into a four driving lane U. S. highway, channeling traffic into St. Matthews, Second, Taylor Drugs built a series
of stores in the triangle at the junction of Lexington Road and Frankfort Avenues. St. Matthews had a modern highway, and
its first shopping center. The pall of the depression began to lift.

Wakefield—McMakin began laying out Springhill and the Bonnies’ subdivided Stonebridge. In 1939, the pace picked up
as Charles and Rita Speith and Burk Liner laid out 110 lots along Grandview, Breckinridge lane, Meridian, Hycliffe, Warn-
er and Browns Lane.

Charles Trueheart built a string of stores along the south side of Lexington Road, and Joseph Knust built several more. This
was shortly before America was involved in the war, and business was picking up rapidly.

Winchester Place, with 56 lot., was subdivided by the Speiths and Burk in 1940. The following year they subdivided Ar-
lington into 159 lots. All these lay between Breckinridge and Hubbards Lane, from Winchester to the Monohan estate. Bee-
chwood was subdivided.

A. J. Eline subdivided Parkside in 1940 into 98 lots, along Monohan, Hubbards Lane, and Norbourne.
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The St. Matthews Sun had begun publication in 1935, 14 years before The Voice. It was tabloid size.
Under publisher Ton Jones, who also published The Jeffersonian, it grew to full size in 1953, but ceased publication toward
the end of the year.
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After the war, St. Matthews was the most attractive place for people wishing to live in the suburbs. It was the only section
of the county free from industrial smoke.

The build—up began. Joe Kunst added more stores on Lexington Road. The A & P moved into its present location, con-
structed by Mr. Eline, in 1945.

Norbourne Estates’ development got under way again and grew into one of the loveliest communities in the State. Colonial
Village on Chenoweth Lane was subdivided into 113 lots extending as far north as Elmwood and west to the Masonic
Home. Beechwood Village and Richlawn were developed, and work began in Fairmeade.

Windy Hills began building up.
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Despite the fact that everyone deplored strip and spot zoning, these practices continued. The growing area needed more
stores all the time. When Wallace Center was built in 1949, everyone hoped it might establish a pattern for St. Matthews.
The block of stores sits well off the Lexington Road highway behind Terry’s Texaco gas station. Traffic is slow and park-
ing facilities good.

But it didn’t work. Nobody wanted to build homes along Shelbyville Road. They wouldn’t sell...so the strip zoning began,
out of necessity. Joseph Knust in August 1951 opened eight stores at the corner of Shelbyville Road and Hubbards Lane,
the first major shopping center outside the immediate St. Matthews business district. The following year, the Wakefield—
McMakin Company built 11 stores right up against Knust’s just to the east. This is the Fairmeade Shopping Center.

The zoning continued. Buck Marshall announced he would build a $2,000,000.00 shopping center on a 20 acre tract on the
south side of Shelbyville Road, with 12 to 15 stores, and parking for 1,000 cars.

He gave a 99—year lease on the property in March, 1954, to a New York firm.

% ok ok
Behind the Fairmeade stores, a whole new subdivision began going up in April 1952.

The Voice of St. Matthews revealed on January 4, 1952, that Greater St. Matthews spent $3,000,000.00 building and im-
proving homes, roads, and stores in 1951.

About 270 homes were built at a cost of nearly $2,800,000.00. Three sixth—class cities and two road districts had repaired
streets at a cost of about $68,000.00 and $108,535.00 was spent on commercial buildings.
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All this was not lost on Louisville. The City began a major drive in 1946 to annex St. Matthews. An ordinance proposing to
annex the business district was approved by the aldermen, but St. Matthews business men stopped it with a filed protest.
Louisville then passed another ordinance seeking to annex the residential area. The Court of Appeals ruled against the
move in 1910.

It was obvious that some form of government had to be provided for St. Matthews. Up until that time, the County govern-
ment, headed by the chief executive officer, the County Judge, provided some road service and police protection. This was
inadequate.
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Other communities in this area were not idle in providing themselves with needed services, while the Cities of Louisville
and St. Matthews were fighting it out in court.

The following sixth class cities were organized, in addition to Richlawn and St. Matthews: Cherrywood Village, April
1950; Springlee, April 1950; Norbourne Estates and Druid Hills, fall 1950; Beechwood Village, June 5, 1951, Fairmeade,
September 1953; Windy Hills, September 30, 1952, and St. Regis Park, August 1953; Woodlawn Park, Plymouth Village,
Brownsboro Village, Indian Hills, Parkside and Broad Yield.

These cities set up planning and zoning commissions to regulate building, and to protect property values, organized police
courts and patrolling to cut down speeding, repaired streets, and furnished fire protection.

Richlawn, for instance, completed street repairs in May 1951 at a cost of $10,000.00. Springlee resurfaced all streets in
1953 at a cost of $32,000.00. Tax rates vary. In Springlee everyone pays $35.00 a year. In Druid Hills each family pays
$12.00. The average city has about 200 homes.

Richlawn set up traffic court May 21, 1951, in Judge L. D. Stiglitz’s back yard and fined five persons $10.00 to $12.50 for
exceeding the 20 m.p.h. speed limit. Norbourne Eatates and Beechwood Village have set up similar courts.
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They wanted to set up organizations to enforce traffic rules and provide minimum city services, including street repair and
garbage collection, and to protect their property values while the courts were deciding what to do about this area.

They serve without pay. It is notable that some of the volunteer officers have contributed their time straight through, with-
out letup.

To take care of roads badly in need of repair, the people of various unincorporated St. Matthews neighborhoods began
forming road districts.

If home Owners representing 51 per cent of the front footage on a given section of road sign a petition requesting formation
of a road district, the County Judge grants them the power to organize. An engineer is hired, the road is built, and the prop-
erty owners are billed (by officers appointed by the County Judge) for their proportionate share of the expenses, including a
ten year maintenance fund.
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Robert Ripley commented in 1949 that St. Matthews, with a population of 10,000 to 20,000, was the largest unincorporated
community in the United States.

If not annexation, what?
Richlawn solved the problem for itself on January 24, 1948, by incorporating itself into a sixth class city.

St. Matthews followed suit. On March 22, 1950, the sixth class city of St. Matthews was incorporated. It comprised about
three square blocks from Westport Road to Gilman Avenue and from Chenoweth Lane to St. Matthews Avenue.

The very next day, the sixth class city passed an ordinance proposing to annex the entire area comprising the St. Matthews
Sanitation District No. 1, an area with about 15,000 population.

The People’s Committee of St. Matthews declaring that a city with a 75 cent tax rate maximum could only pay fat salaries
and lawyers’ fees but could not provide services, filed a protest suit. The protest was sustained by the Court of Appeals,
reducing St. Matthews to its original boundaries.

Louisville then tried to annex St. Matthews again. A protest suit was filed and Louisville lost the case before a jury in Au-
gust 1952. The law office neglected to file an appeal within the required 90 days, claiming it forgot. This ruled out further
annexation moves on the same area for two years. This move alienated much of Louisville’s support in St. Matthews.
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Louisville in January 1953 made a move which alienated further support in St. Matthews. The city’s law department re-
vived the 1946 ordinance proposing to annex the business district. This was viewed as an attempt to get the high—
revenue—producing business section without the low—revenue—producing residential area.

The Annexation Protective Association, composed of St. Matthews business men, organized to fight the move.

% ok sk

In 1950, the Municipal League polled St. Matthews to get the people’s view on the question of annexation vs. incorpora-
tion. Only 13 per cent of the people responded and 70 percent said they preferred to be annexed by Louisville. There is gen-
eral agreement that Louisville’s actions in the past four years haye, reduced this number to about 50 percent or less.

To further alienate support, Louisville has three times tried to get legislation passed making it easier to annex unincorpo-
rated territory and sixth class cities. All were unsuccessful.

Further, it was revealed by The Voice in 1952 that while Louisville homeowners had to pay property taxes totaling $3.55
per year per $100.00 valuation, the City of Richlawn paid $2.05; Beechwood $1.80; and Bellewood $2.01.

Five other ordinances were proposed to annex the residential area. Three were opposed. Two succeeded, and St. Matthews
now is a city of about 5,100 people comprising the area bounded by Bellewood, Frankfort Avenue, Windy Hills and
Chenoweth Lane, and another area bounded by Shelbyville Road, Norbourne Boulevard, Eline Avenue and Browns Lane.

It became a fourth class city on June 19, 1954, has contracted for garbage service, hired a police chief, and expects reve-
nues of $71,000.00.
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The St. Matthews Commuter, a weekly tabloid of 12 pages, was established hire in 1940 and published its first issue on
February 9. Ed Scales was publisher and Peyton Hoge editor.

It reported that 300 people met at Holy Trinity under the auspices of the St. Matthews Civic Club to protest against a bill to
make it easier for Louisville to annex St. Matthews. The great running feud between the communities, which has lasted to
this day, had already begun.

The creation of St. Matthews Sanitation District No, 1 to provide sewer service here was first attempted in 1945, but was
delayed until 1949. Business expansion was slowed considerably with no sewers available.

Estimated to cost $1,000,000.00, it coat $2,750,000.00 because of the delay and because the construction companies struck
rock. Two of the firms which helped build it went bankrupt.

It has now about 3,500 users and 75 miles of sewer lines, and is beginning to make money. Its first fiscal year ending June
1, 1950, it lost $79,424.00. The following year it lost $25,356.00. The third year it lost about $3,000.00, but it announced a
profit of $28,511.00 in 1953.

Criticized for a rate structure showing partiality to commercial and industrial users, W. Howard Hopkins, general manager,
asked the St. Matthews Lions, Rotary and Kiwanis Clubs, as well as the People’s committee, to appoint representatives to
study the rate structures and make recommendations for change.

In the absence of any other governmental body in St. Matthews, these organizations assumed the responsibility. The com-
mittee recommended a rate raise for industrial users and commercial users, with no rate raises in home rates.
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In May 1952, the Sewer District virtually doubled rates for industrial and commercial users.
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The St. Matthews Community Center was organized in 1945 by Burton Stevens, James Noland (Mayor of St. Matthews)
and Ray Chanaberry, to provide recreation facilities for local youngsters.

It sponsored the Potato Festival, which began in 1946, to provide funds for this project. The Festival was a social success
and at first made money. The profit in 1949 was $7,358.00. The next year it made nearly $7,000.00. Profits dropped to
$4,953.00 in 1951. It was renamed the charity Raiser in 1953, and profits dropped to less than $3,000.00.

What caused this decline is debatable. Many people think it was the let—down in attractions. When the Festival first start-
ed, a contest was held to pick a queen and this proved popular. Stars such as Payee King were hired to entertain. These pro-
ject. were later dropped and the profits seemed to decline accordingly.
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The Festival has now been abandoned by the Center as a fund— raising project, and the Potato Festival property turned
back to the Arterburn family from whom it was leased.

The Center opened a playground on Shelbyville Road next to the Drive—In theatre in June 1951, on 20 acres leased at
$1,200.00 a year from the Arterburn family. Little League and Pony League play is held there. There is also a softball dia-
mond and picnic grounds.
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The St. Matthews Community Theatre was organized is 1963 by Richard Clay and Emil Aun. It staged its first play, ““The
Man Who Came to Dinner,” in the Community Center Building in December 1953. Since then it has staged two more
plays. Profits have amounted to about $1,200.00, and nearly $1,000.00 of that total has been donated to the Community
Center.
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The stock of the Farmers and Depositors Bank was bought by the Citizens Fidelity Bank and Trust Company in August,
1951. It is now known as the Citizens Fidelity Bank and Trust Company of St. Matthews. President Walter Crady retired in
September 1951.

Karl Straub in January 1951 succeeded H. A. Nelson as president of the St. Matthews National Bank. That year the bank
became the First National Bank of St. Matthews.
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The St. Matthews Committee of the Louisville Chamber of Commerce was organized in October 1953 to replace the de-
funct St. Matthews Chamber of Commerce. Karl Straub was elected first president.

After a poll conducted by the Committee, most St. Matthews merchants agreed to stay open until 9:00 o’clock on Friday
evenings. The clothing stores generally continued to remain open on Thursday evenings.
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Greathouse School, according to a master’s thesis by Mrs. Ruth H. Osborne, principal of Stivers School, has served the St.
Matthews area for over 15 years. It has expanded from one room to 27, and each of the six locations of the school has been
as nearly as possible at the population center of the district at that time.

It was first located in 1877 at Browns Lane opposite the family of Philip Brown. Miss Emma Russell was the first teacher,
and Mrs. Lewis Lentz the first trustee in the district. Enrollment was seven. Tuition was $4.94 per month. It moved near the
Holzheimer home off Breckinridge Lane, and then to the site of the Palmer Asbestos and Rubber Company.

At this location, Miss Tommie Greathouse, was appointed teacher for the five—month term at a salary of $210.38. It re-
mained a one room school until 1903, with Miss Tommie the only teacher for 19 years. She remained as principal 15 more
years.

The school was Moved in 1888 to the triangle formed by Lexington Road and Frankfort Avenue. The 1893 enrollment was
32. Miss Greathouse’s salary was boosted to $85.88 per month in 1902. Another room was added the following year. In
1912 a third teacher was added.

The older boys made the fires in the mornings and the girls swept and dusted. The boys carried the drinking water in a ce-
dar bucket from a pump located where the First National Bank of St. Matthews now stands.

A new building was erected on Shelbyville Road opposite Browns Lane in 1915 for $7,252.00. It was named Greathouse
School in honor of Miss Tommie. She retired in 1918, after 34 years.

Miss Mayme Waggener was principal from 1918 to 1946.
Eline Realty Company bought the old building on Shelbyville Road for $7,355.00 and converted it into eight apartments.
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The school moved to its present site in 1939. The building and grounds coat $88,000.00. A lunchroom was added in 1950
to serve 280 persons. The school, designed to hold 650 pupils, had an enrollment of 740 In 1952. Overcrowding was caused
by the tremendous increase in St. Matthews population.
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Stivers School, named after O. J. Stivers, former Superintendent of County Schools, opened on Westport Road in 1952 with
Mrs. Ruth Osborne as principal. It was designed for 480 pupils. Enrollment the first year was 530. Classes the past year
were being held in the auditoriums and reading rooms.

Eastern High School in Middletown was opened in 1950, with Jack Dawson as principal, to take care of the St. Matthews
high school population. Designed for 1,500 students it had 1,631 enrolled in 1951.

The build—up in St. Matthews was putting tremendous pressure on County Schools. The voters in 1952 OK’d a 50 cent
special building tax to relieve the situation.

With the extra tax money, the Board of Education built two schools here. The first, Chenoweth Elementary School, named
after Dr. Henry Chenoweth, is on Brownsboro Road west of Chenoweth Lane.

The Mayme Waggener Junior High School, named after the former Greathouse principal, is on Hubbards Lane.

Until Eastern was organized, students went to Anchorage High School.
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ZACHARY TAYLOR’S HOME IS BROUGHT UP TO ITS TIME

Springfield, Zachary Taylor’s old home off Blankenbaker Lane, is regaining the appearance it had 130 years ago.

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Davis, who bought it in 1964, have taken off a front and side porch which were added around 1890.
These porches replaced earlier porches built about 1865.

The first part of the house was built in 1794—95 by Col, Richard Taylor, President Taylor’s father, and an east wing was
added around 1830.

“I know those porches were added years later because of this ‘water table’ across the front,” Mrs. Davis said.
BOLTED TO FRONT WALL

A “water table” is an exterior projection along the wall about three feet from the ground, along the level of the first floor.
When rain ran off the roof, it hit this bulge and splashed away from the foundation.

If there had been a porch across the front, that bulge wouldn’t have been needed, Mrs. Davis believes.

She had a few moments of anxiety that perhaps the front porch had been there all the time when the wreckers found it an-
chored to the front wall with bolts 14 inches long. They were fastened on the inside of the upstairs hall and bedroom.

She was reassured after the porch came down and she saw the outline of a small triangular roof above the front door, which
apparently had covered an early front stoop.

RENOVATED IN 1928
The Davises plan to put two small stoops at the front and side resembling the ones the Taylor family had there.

Louisville architect Frederic L. Morgan has provided them with a design for the stoops. Morgan has a long acquaintance
with Springfield. Re made extensive improvements there in 1928 when Emmanuel Levi, then vice—president of The Cou-
rier—Journal and Louisville Times, bought the house.

It was Morgan and Dr. Samuel W. Thomas, former curator at nearby Locust Grove Museum, who estimated the dates when
Springfield was altered.

Thomas thinks the east wing was added around 1830 because its inside molding and other architectural features were the
type in use at that time. The present work by the Davises will restore the appearance the house had then.

Morgan believes that porches across the front, back and side were added about 1865. He thinks the large, Victorian—style
porches just torn down were built about 1880 or 1890. The Davises are keeping the big back porch along the first and sec-
ond floors because they like -to sit out there and use it for entertaining.

Dr. John A. Brady, a St. Matthews physician whose brother, Matthew Brady, had owned Springfield, sold it to Emmanuel
Levi.
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At that time, Morgan made only one change in its design; he reversed a stairway so that it opened into the kitchen instead of
on the back porch. When the Taylor's lived there, that. stairway led upstairs to a “travelers’ room.”

“In those days there were few inns here,” Mrs. Davis said. “The Taylor's let travelers passing through sleep in that room
upstairs. They went up from an outside door and their room could be locked off from the rest of the house.”

Morgan also put in modern plumbing, heating and wiring and added two upstairs bathrooms. He removed many heavy inte-
rior details that apparently had been added late in the 19th century.

“I wanted to take those porches off then,” Morgan said, “but Mr. Levi wouldn’t do it.”
OLD PICTURE SHOWS PORCHES

The Devises know that porches were on the house in 1875 because they have a picture and story from The New York Daily
Graphic of January 19, 1875. It tells about the home and has a picture of it that shows the porches.

It also tells about the Taylor family cemetery where President Taylor is buried. That now is part of the Zachary Taylor Na-
tional Cemetery, off Brownsboro Road just east of Blankenbaker Lane.

Colonel Richard Taylor, a Revolutionary soldier who was an aide to General George Washington, came to the site in 1785
and settled on a 400 acre farm on the Muddy Fork of Beargrass Creek. Zachary was 8 months old and Louisville was a
swampy town of about 100 people. The family lived in a log house at first before the present place was started in 1794.
Zachary Taylor was the 12th president of the United States. (1849—1850).

LIVED THERE LONGEST

Zachary Taylor lived there for 23 years, longer than he lived anywhere else. He was in the Army and moved from place to
place, but his family stayed here and he often came back.

In 1829, when Colonel Richard Taylor died, he left Springfield to his three Sons, Hancock, Zachary and Joseph. Later,
Hancock acquired the estate and left it to his descendants.

Zachary’s daughter, Sarah married Jefferson Davis, the president of the Confederacy, who had served in her father’s 1st
Infantry Regiment before their marriage in 1835.

Strangely enough, Paul Davis, who lives there now, is the grandson of Lieutenant Joseph Davis, a Confederate soldier who
was related to Jefferson Davis. He has a bundle of letters the lieutenant wrote home during the Civil War and has a picture
of him hanging on the wall.

ORIGINAL FLOORS STILL USED

“I have always wanted an old house and this one just suited us”, Mrs. Davis said. “I’ve been collecting old furniture for a
long time.’

Springfield’s walnut woodwork gives her old furniture a magnificent setting. It came from walnut trees cut and carved on
the Taylor farm. The floors are the original 1 1/4 inch tongue—and—groove ash that Colonel Richard Taylor put down.

When Morgan modernized the house in 1928, he took walnut paneling and a walnut fireplace out of the kitchen and put it
in the dining room.

Most of the doors in the house have 18th century “lift locks” that were made in England by Carpenter & Co., Locksmith. to
the king. They have the British royal seal on them, Davis said.

Richard H. Hill, secretary and director of the Filson Club, visited Springfield while the porches were being removed. The
Filson Club is devoted to the study of Kentucky history and Hill enjoyed the chance to look through the old house.

Mrs. Davis showed him the wall between the hall and the east wing, added about 1830. That wall is solid brick and is 19
inches thick; The other inside walls are 10 inches thick.

The old home today looks much the same as it did when the Taylor's lived there. Then it stood on the edge of a 400 acre
farm. Today, at 5608 Apache Road, it is In the midst of many new houses.
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On Chenoweth Lane stands the old home of Dr. Henry Chenoweth. For over 50 years he served the St. Matthews neighbor-
hood, riding out on horseback to visit the sick.

He succeeded his father, also a doctor here, and the two Chenoweth's’ service in St. Matthews totaled about 100 years. Dr.
Chenoweth died in 1949. The Chenoweth house was later occupied by the Alex Heyburns.
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Simson Simcoe ran a tavern or hotel at Rat Castle on the Jacob Rudy land, near the Taylor farm, in 1800. The road running
past is now Brownsboro Road. This same road ran to Gilman’s Point.
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A dramatic scene was staged at the old Chroghan farm on Blankenbaker Lane, later owned by the Waters family, according
to

Huett Simcoe. The founder of Louisville, George Rogers Clark, old, dissipated, and minus one leg, was living there, penni-
less and in want. The Virginia Legislature, hearing of his hard luck, presented him with a gold sword on the front porch.

After the speech, Clark accepted the sword, then snapped it across his knee and declared, “Go back and tell Virginia when
she needed a sword I furnished one. Bread is what I need. Bread:” He died here in 1818.
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According to a master’s thesis written in 1951 by Mrs. Ruth Osborne, there are two theories as to the earliest name of this
community. Some early settlers said that several ponds were situated near the corner of Westport Road and Chenoweth
Lane, and these were called Gilman’s Point. Others said that five roads came together at this corner, and the name was Gil-
man’s point.

These theories stem from the fact that Daniel Gilman in about 1840 came here from Louisville and established a store at the
sharp point made by the Junction of the Westport and Shelbyville Roads. Some said the store was a large tavern and stage-
coach stand. Hardin Herr claims it was a grocery store, with an entrance on both roads. The railroad station was also called
Gilman’s Point, according to Herr. (Mrs. Henry Holzheimer told us that all groceries in St. Matthews in those days were
taverns as well).

Mrs. Osborne reports that some citizens thought it inappropriate to name a community after a saloon keeper, so they called
it St. Matthews after an Episcopal Church established here in 1839 on Westport Road.

The General Assembly on January 29, 1830, established a voting precinct for the community. The people previously voted
in Middletown. It was called Sale’s precinct after Captain Edmund P. Sale, a tavern keeper on the Shelbyville Turnpike.
(The turnpike was built in 1832 by a stock company.)

Sometime between 1845 and 1847, according to Herr, the precinct was renamed for Gilman.
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A post office was established here in 1854 and was named after the church. The people had previously gotten their mail at
the Middletown, Louisville or Six Mile Island post office. The railroad station also was eventually called St. Matthews.

In 1854 this area suffered a terrible drought. Everything green turned brown. The Ohio River quit running and boat traffic
stopped (there were no stage dams then). You could walk across the river. It finally rained in November, and then began to
snow. Many of the settlers went hungry and their livestock starved to death.
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A.J. ELINE HAS MADE HIS MARK ON ST. MATTHEWS

As you have read the development of St. Matthews from the time when most of the land was in farms and a few wagon
trails were the main arteries of communications, you probably have marveled at the rapid rate of development of the com-
munity.

St. Matthews is certainly among the best of modern cities man has made for himself. There are few communities which can
boast of a better economic stability, almost a non existent crime rate, and really great church and educational facilities.

While the development of St. Matthews has been the work of many people, who in the final analysis are basically its
wealth, there have been a few individuals who have had major roles in the development.

The leader has been A. J. “Tony” Eline, the dean of St. Matthews businessmen, who was active in changing the face of the
community with the construction of business buildings, apartment houses, and subdivision developments.

To many, many people Mr. Kiln, meant housing, a place to live and work. He established the first realty firm in the area
and began the first major multiple housing units, or subdivisions.

To a great many other people, Mr. Eline was associated with the automobile, for he was one of the first auto dealers in the
Louisville area, having started in 1913 when the auto was still a questionable mods of transportation.

The Eline Building on Shelbyville Road which still houses the Eline Reality Company, now has small retail stores and of-
fices where once was the Eline Motor Company and later the Eline Chevrolet Company. The sidewalk in front is a remind-
er of that era as it still is constructed for automobiles to cross over.
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Among his more modern day contributions is the Sidney Eline Memorial Library, named in memory of a son who was
killed during World War II. It is one of many “marks” Mr. Eline made to change the face of St. Matthews.

The St. Matthews Business Association best indicated Mr. Eline’s place in the community when it gave him one of three
distinguished service awards.

St. Matthews means a lot of things to most people, but there aren’t many who don’t associate St. Matthews with the name
“Eline”.

THE CHENOWETH MASSACRE

Richard Chenoweth first built Fort Nelson, which bankrupted him. He was disappointed in the Government’s refusing as-
sistance in this matter, and came here in 1782, after the Floyd’s Pork massacre, and built for himself this fort, and just
above it the cabin where he lived with his family. At that time there were no out settlements except Lynns, Bear Grass, Har-
rods Creek, and Boone’s stations. The family consisted of himself, his wife Peggy, who was a brave woman (and who was
a McCarthy before marriage) Thomas, James, Alexander, Millie, and Naomi, the last named being at that time about two
years old. Re also had some few persons constantly about them as guards, and at this time Rose and Bayless were with the
family.

About dusk one evening in midsummer, while this little family was talking over the past at their evening meal, they were
suddenly surprised by sixteen Indians belonging to the tribe of the Shawnees, suddenly opening the door and rushing in.
Rose, being the nearest to the entranceway, jumped behind the door as soon as it was swung open, and in the dreadful ex-
citement which followed, passed out undiscovered and effected an escape. Bayless was not killed outright and was burned
at the stake at the springhouse, just a few feet distant. The old man was wounded and his daughter Millie tomahawked in
the arm, but she escaped to the fort. The old man survived and lived many years, but was killed by the falling of a log at a
house—raising. James, a little fellow, was with his brothers Eli and Thomas, killed at the wood—pile. The daughter Millie
afterward married a man named Nash. Naomi, the little girl, crept to the springhouse and took refuge, child like, under the
table. An Indian came in and placed a fire brand on the table, but it burned only through the leaf. In the morning a party of
whites was reconnoitering and supposed the Chenoweth family all killed. Upon approaching the scene, they discovered the
little girl, who had stood in the doorway; she told them they were all killed. The mother was scalped and at that time was
not known to be alive, but she survived the tragedy for many years and did much execution after that with her trusty rifle.
Her head got well, but was always bare after that.
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STARTLING BURGLARY TOOK PLACE AT OXMOOR
The Bullitt name and Oxmoor have close ties with the history of Jefferson County, St. Matthews and all of Kentucky.

It began with Captain Thomas Bullitt, a soldier in the French and Indian wars, a man who was a company commander in
George Washington’s own regiment.

Bullitt and a party of surveyors came down the Ohio River in 1773 and carried out the first exploration and survey of the
baggy land around the Falls of the Ohio.

Then the settlers came, first in a trickle, then by the boat— load. By the 1780’s there were a number of fortified stations —
stockade. and blockhouses — to protect the newcomers from savage Indians who roamed the area.

Around what today is St. Matthews, there was Spring Station, where the Big Spring Golf Course now lies. Near Oxmoor
was the Sturgis Station, where in 1785 more than 20 families had gathered.

A year earlier, another Bullitt, Alexander Scott Bullitt, a nephew of the surveyor, had come to Jefferson County. He settled
on a 1,000 acre tract, which he called Oxmoor.

To the adjoining tract on the west in 1785 came Colonel William Christian, whose wife was the sister of the patriot Patrick
Henry. That same year young Bullitt married the colonel’s daughter, Priscilla. Before he died in 1816, Bullitt etched his
name deeply into Kentucky’s history. He helped frame the state constitution in 1192 and in 1800 he became the state’s first
lieutenant governor. A County was named for him.

Bullitts have always lived at Oxmoor. The present occupant is Mrs. William Marshall Bullitt who, with her late husband, an
attorney, added two wings and a mammoth library to the house.

LITTLE LOOT WAS RECOVERED

Oxmoor in 1956 was the scene Of one of Kentucky’s most startling burglaries. Nearly $200,000.00 was stolen from a safe
in the mansion.

The family chauffeur and three henchmen were found guilty of the theft and sent to prison, but only a small amount of the
loot has been recovered.
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Evidently, Oxmoor will one day become just another Fart of suburbia. Interstate 64 already cuts through the middle of the
property, and a plan for eventual urban development of the vast acreage has been drawn up.

In the early 1800’s the area around St. Matthews was known as Sales Precinct for Captain Edmund P. Sale, who had a tav-
ern along Shelbyville Road.

About 1840, Daniel Gilman opened a general store and stagecoach tavern at the junction of what is now Shelbyville Road,
Westport toad and Chenoweth Lane.

Episcopal Church is Oldest
St. Matthews Episcopal Church has the distinction of being the oldest church in St. Matthews.

The late Hardin Herr, writing in the weekly St. Matthews Booster on March 8, 1930, extplained that on May 8§, 1839, the
widow Helen N. Martin conveyed to James Brown, K. S. Smith and other vestrymen of St. Matthews Episcopal Church
some property on Westport Road between the road and the tracks of the old L. C. and L. a. K., now a branch of the L. & N.

He goes on to say that by December 29, 1839, (only seven months late? Mrs. Martin was again a widow, having married
Major Keyes, who died. When the church burned, the property reverted back to her. On that date, he wrote, she executed
another deed conveying the property to Dr. H. M. Bullitt, Dr. Henry Chenoweth and Judge Joshua F. Bullitt, trustees for the
church.

For many years, he said, no services were held in the rebuilt church. The property then reverted back to the Keyes’ heirs.
The heirs sold the property.

Mr. Herr said he had information that the last—built St. Matthews Episcopal Church was torn down around 1910.

Margaret Curry, secretary for the St. Matthews Episcopal Church today, said the church was founded in the 1830s and dis-
banded shortly after the turn of the century.

The Voice of St. Matthews in a front page story on June 26, 1952, told the story this way:

“The original church was established in 1838 on Westport Road, where the building of Palmer—Ball Company (Palmer
Asbestos and Rubber Co.) now stands. This land was donated by members of the Bullitt and Keyes families. Other families
closely associated with the church were the Chenoweths, Tuleys, Robinsons and Hardins.

“The small community was known as Gilman’s Station, a name derived from the owner of a prosperous tavern.

“In 1862 the St. Matthews church was burned to the ground, and rebuilt shortly afterward. For a time services were held in
the rectory and girls’ school which still stand at the northeast corner of St. Matthews Avenue and the L & N railroad.

“(It) was merged with the newly—organized St. Marks Church in Crescent Hill shortly after the turn of the century.

“At any event, all hands agree it was the first church here and that this community was named after it.”

sk sk sk
Today’s St. Matthews Episcopal Church held its first meeting April 2, 1948, at the home of Bishop Clingman, with 24 pre-
sent.

The Diocesan Convention 12 days later granted approval for establishment of the mission church here. The Department of
Missions contributed $1,000.00 in .1948 and $4,000.00 in 1949 for support of the new church.

The present pastor, Reverend Wilfred Myll, was called from St. Marks Church in San Antonio. First services were held
September 5, 1948, at the St. Matthews Womans Club on Shelbyville Road, and Revered Myll took over the following
Sunday.

The church purchased an 8 acre tract at Hubbards Lane and Massie Avenue and in 1951 became a full—fledged self—
supporting Episcopal Church. Architects began sketching plans for the building, and $60,000.00 was raised in three years.

Ground was broken on April 6, 1952 and the first service in the lovely modern church was held February 8, 1953.
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HOLY TRINITY - OLDEST CATHOLIC CHURCH
Old, 1882, Shelbyville Road New, 1953, 501 Cherrywood Road

The oldest Catholic Church here is Holy Trinity. It was organized in 1882, with Reverend Louis C. Ohle as pastor. A small
frame church and two—room schoolhouse were erected on Frankfort Avenue.

Subsequent pastors were Reverend Andrew J. Thome, 1886-1888; Reverend Henry Martens, 1883—1898; Reverend Jo-
seph Neeson, 1898—1913; Reverend John Bohlsen, 1913—1925; Reverend B. F. Besinger, C.P.S,, 1925—1938; Reverend
John F. Knue, 1938—1945; Reverend A. 0. Gnat, 1945—1951.



History Of St. Matthews, November 1968, by R. O. “Bob” Dorsey:

During the administration of Fathers Bohlsen and Besinger the congregation showed its growth in the splendid buildings
composing the parish plant, an outstanding feature of the Frankfort Avenue neighborhood. Even the disastrous fire in 1938
meant only an improvement in the building which replaced the destroyed one.

But the mushrooming expansion of the whole area required the division and relocation of Holy Trinity. This was effected
by erecting the parish of Our Lady of Lourdes in 1950 on Breckinridge Lane, and that of St. Margaret Mary in 1953 at
Lyndon; and further, by shifting the Holy Trinity parish plant to a new location in that section of territory remaining.

This complete new plant, consisting of church and school, convent for the Ursuline Sisters teaching in the school, rectory,
and auxiliary buildings, was erected in 1952—53 and occupies a splendid location on Cherrywood Road north of Massie
Avenue. Reverend Charles C. Boldrick, appointed to succeed Father Gerst in February 1951, is now pastor.

Reverend C. A. Riede

Reverend J. P. Tierney
ONLY FIVE CHURCHES HERE IN 1930

The St. Matthews Booster reported on March 20, 1930, that the St. Matthews Baptist Church, meeting temporarily at
Greathouse School, had decided to build its flew church home at Lexington Road near Bauer Avenue.

The rapidly growing church was three years old, and had 120 members. Reverend W. E. Bridge was pastor, and there were
only four other churches listed by the paper as being in the area at that time.

These were Beargrass Christian, Reverend Lee Tinsley, pastor; Harvey Browne Memorial Presbyterian, Reverend William
T. McElroy, pastor; Bethel Evangelical and Reformed, Reverend Walter A. Scheer, pastor; and Holy Trinity, Reverend B.
F. Besinger, pastor.
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BEARGRASS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1842, Westport Road 1917, 4116 Shelbyville Road

Beargrass Christian Church has the longest continuous history of them all, It was organized in 1842 with 86 members. The
first building ns located on Goose Creek but was later moved to Westport Road. Records state that Alexander Campbell,
one of the early founders of the Disciples of Christ movement, preached in the old Goose Creek Church in 1842.

The dedication of the church building at its present site, Shelbyville Road and Browns Lane, was held June 24, 1917. Since
then, a growing and dedicated congregation has made two additions to the building. New Sunday School rooms were added
in 1939 and the sanctuary was remodeled and enlarged. A new 11—room education plant was added in 1949, shortly after
The, Voice began publication.

The church bought adjacent property it 4116 Shelbyville Road in 1952 for parking space, additional Sunday School rooms,
and an apartment for the caretakers. The property at 4118 Shelbyville Road was purchased for Sunday School. The upstairs
is used as an apartment for Reverend R. Willard Van Nostrand and his family.

The entire expansion program has taken place under the leadership of Dr. Walter E. Lawrenson. Dr. Lawrenson, generally
considered the dean of St. Matthews preachers and one of the community’s outstanding citizens, began his ministry at Bear-
grass in April 1931, to a congregational membership of some 200.

Beargrass is one of the largest churches in St. Matthews, with the longest continuous history, and whose pastor has served

longer than any other. James A. Cox 1951 Lee Tinsley 1923 J. W. Ricketts—W. H. Tharp J. T. Holton: F.
W. O’Malley Timothy Tinsley-—Curtis J. Smith 1867-68.
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HARVEY BROWNE BEGAN AS MISSION SUNDAY SCHOOL
Old — Bauer Avenue New — 311 Browns Lane

Harvey Browne Memorial Presbyterian Church began as a. mission Sunday School in 1891 under the sponsorship of the
Crescent Bill Presbyterian Church, in the old Greathouse School which stood on the spot now occupied by the Kroger Gro-
cery in St. Matthews.

Mr. Hugh Barret, an elder in the Highland Church became interested in the mission. He and Mrs. Barret did much to keep
the work alive.

Many outstanding leaders in the area helped with the work, preaching and visiting. Later Seminary students preached one
evening a week and visited in the community. Prominent in this work were Dr. Henry Sweets and J. 0. Reavis. In 1914 Dr.
J. 0. Longenecker, an ordained minister, took over the work while waiting for his appointment as a missionary to Africa.

In 1914 a Mrs. Roberts of Bardstown, Kentucky gave $2,000.00 to the Louisville Presbytery to be used for some good
cause and as a memorial to her brother, Dr. Harvey Browne. Mr. Barret was instrumental in securing this money to help
erect a building for a Presbyterian Church in St. Matthews. The Bauer Avenue site was selecttl and the building erected.
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Sunday, August 16, 1916, the Harvey Browne Memorial Presbyterian Church was organized by a commission of the Pres-
bytery. There were 27 charter members.

October 6, 1916, Mr. William T. McElroy, by appointment of the Presbytery, began his work with this church. July 28,
1918, he was ordained and installed as pastor, serving until January 1, 1937.

The Reverend Charles W. Owens was pastor from May 30, 1937 through May 10, 1942. Under Mr. Owens the church
grew. The Sunday School was departmentalized, June 1 and 4, 1941, the 50th anniversary of the Sunday School and 25th
anniversary of the church were celebrated.

The Reverend Paul M. Watson served as pastor from September 1942 until September 1948. The church continued to grow.
He further organized the church and Sunday School.

In February 1949, the Reverend Olof Anderson, Jr., came to serve as pastor. Plans for a new church home, begun about 10
years before, were completed. The ground—breaking for the present building took place November 5, 1950. The corner—
stone was laid June 17, 1951, and the building used for worship and study January 20, 1952.

In October 1953, the Reverend George Clementson became Associate Minister.

Ministers F. K. Homer C. H. Reckard R. M. Pegram Dr. Jos. B. Mullin.
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BETHEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
(1923) 115 Meridian Avenue

Bethel United Church of Christ in 45 years has grown to a membership of over 800. The first service was held at the old
Greathouse School January 7, 1923. There were 43 charter members.

Reverend William F. Mehl, minister of St. Paul’s Evangelical church, conducted the first service.

The name Bethel was adopted at the first official meeting February 4, 1923, at the suggestion of Dr. E. A, K, Torsch, who
aided by taking charge of the church school and conducting worship services. Reverend Walter A, Scheer was the first min-
ister and took up his duties in June.

The first unit of the present building was built at a cost of $29,000.00 and dedicated November 23, 1924. With Bethel on
the march, the building soon became inadequate and a second unit costing $75,000.00 was dedicated September 15, 1929,
just one month before the Wall Street crash.

Reverend Scheer resigned in October 1937, after 15 years. Reverend Willard H. Zinke took over in February 1938, and
served until May 1950. Reverend E. A. Wahl took over the reins in October 1950.

Two lots on the east side of the church were purchased in 1945, and a parsonage and adjoining lot were purchased in 1951;
the parsonage was enlarged and redecorated.

Once again, Bethel’s facilities were inadequate. The congregation in November 1952 decided to build a new sanctuary and
convert the other one to educational use.

Ministers — Reverend Darrell Schultz 1964, Reverend William E. Knack 1965—— Reverend Richard W. Brandon 1967.
Reverend Knack and Brandon present pastors.

BAPTISTS BEGAN WITH TENT MEETING
(1927) Old — Breckinridge Lane at Willis New — 3515 Grandview Avenue

The origin of a Baptist work in St. Matthews dates back more than 35 years. At the first, Dr. 0. M. Huey and a band of help-
ers held cottage prayer meetings in the community. Dr. E. C. Stevens and other pastors conducted a tent meeting in St. Mat-
thews in August 1926. Following the revival, services were held in the Harvey Browne Presbyterian Church and later in
Greathouse School.

Under the leadership of Reverend C. W. Chadwick, a church was organized in May 1927 as an extension of Walnut Street
Baptist Church. Reverend W. A. Pegg was called as pastor in August. Plans were made for the erection of a house of wor-
ship on Lexington Road, but this idea was abandoned. In August 1928, St. Matthews became an independent church with a
membership of 85.

Reverend Carroll Morong was called as pastor on November 11, 1928. He was followed in 1929 by Reverend W. E.
Bridge. In 1931, Reverend W. A. Smith came to the pastorate. During his ministry the Long Run Association made availa-
ble two lots on Breckinridge Lane and Willis Avenue as a building site.

In January 1934, Dr. J. J. PreVol became the churches pastor, and in the following March a campaign for the building on
Breckinridge Lane was successfully launched. Reverend J. F. Barton led in further expansion from October 1936 to Decem-
ber 1940. Dr. E. A. McDowell was supply pastor from January 1941 to June 1941.
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On June 15, 1941, Dr. Verlin C. Kruschwitz began a fruitful ministry in St. Matthews. The church experienced remarkable
growth in membership, finances, and influence.

On September 4, 1945, 15 lots on the corner of Grandview and Macon were purchased as the site for a new building. Con-
struction began in October 1948, and in October 1949 the first services were held at the new location.

Following the resignation of Dr. Kruschwitz in August 1952, Reverend Eldred M, Taylor served as interim pastor for near-
ly a year. On August 23, 1953, Dr. Carroll Hubbard came from the first Baptist Church, Ashland, Kentucky, to assume the
pastorate at St. Matthews.

Ministers Reverend E. M. Taylor 1952 Dr. Wayne E. Ward 1965—— Dr. J, J. Owens 1966 Reverend A. H.
McEachern 1966 Dr. Carroll Hubbard 1953 Dr. Y. C. Kruschwitz 1941.
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ST. MATTHEWS METHODIST
319 Browns Lane (1938)

The St. Matthews Methodist Church is the evolution of a series of Evangelistic Services held in the summer of 1938 in a
tent on a vacant lot at the intersection of Lexington Road and Frankfort Avenue, where a modern shopping center is now
located. The evangelist was the Reverend John W. Lewis, later pastor of the Methodist Church in Lebanon, Kentucky. The
move was initiated under the leadership of Dr. Roy H. Short, who became Bishop Roy H. Short of the Nashville Area of
The Methodist Church.

The congregation was organized with a membership of 27 people. Services were held for a brief period in the former Har-
vey Browne Presbyterian Church on Bauer Avenue, then in the old Greathouse School until the congregation moved into its
church building on the corner of Breckinridge Lane and Grandview in September 1939. Five years later the church was
dedicated, free from debt.

It soon became apparent that this property would not be adequate for future growth. In 1947 the church was moved, to
Browns Lane and placed over a full—size basement and remolded for Sunday School and Church use. After the sale of the
Breckinridge Lane property, the congregation held services in the present Greathouse School until May 1948, when the first
services were held in the Chapel on Browns Lane. In August 1953 this second building was dedicated, free of indebtedness.

Plans were immediately drawn for a three—unit expansion program looking toward the completion of physical assets that
would accommodate 900 in church school and 1,000 in the Worship Services, with an estimated property value in excess of
$350,000.00; Reverend James S. Curry, pastor, 1952. Former pastors; A. D, Leitchfield, 1938—41; William Neil Taylor
1941—42; M. L. Dyer 1942—44; Marshall R. Owen 1944—48; Marvin B. Whitmer 1948—52; R.T. Perkins 1958—64; H.
T. Chandler, 1964 Present Minister Emil D. McAdams.
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OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH (1942)
4217 Shelbyville Road

Our Savior Lutheran Church had its official beginning on September 22, 1942, when the congregation was organized. Ser-
vices were held in the Greathouse School. Its pastor, the Reverend John P. Kutz, was installed on the above date.

The congregation had a very humble beginning with 27 members, 13 of whom were communicant members. In 1943 the
congregation bought a piece of property on the corner of Shelbyville Road and MacArthur Drive. Due to the restrictions
that were necessarily placed on construction during the war years, the congregation continued to worship in the Greathouse
School until December 1947, when the new church on Shelbyville Road and MacArthur Drive was dedicated.

Much of the labor and materials that went into the new church was donated by members of the congregation and other in-
terested Lutherans throughout southern Indiana and Kentucky.

The congregation continued to grow and it soon became apparent that more space for Sunday School WAS urgently need-
ed. The congregation erected a Sunday School and Recreation Building in 1952.

Paul Koch.

Ministers — Richard Lehmann
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ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH

801 Breckinridge Lane

It was Palm Sunday, March 21, 1948. The church was decorated with palms. Each person wore a small palm cross made by
the women of the church. The service had been read, hymns sung, prayers of thanks had been offered to Almighty God;
then the moment arrived for which the people had dreamed, worked and planned. The Reverend S. P. Diehi stood in the
center of the chancel and began to speak: “I do now declare this the St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church of Christ. The
congregation comes formally into being with a charter membership of 81 members.” With those words another church was
born in St. Matthews. Minister R. G. Whousetler.
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Actually the history of St. John Lutheran Church begins in the spring of 1946, when a small group of individuals decided
that there was a need for a Lutheran Church here. The problem was taken before the Louisville Lutheran Ministerial Asso-
ciation, but nothing was decided until fail.

On November 3, 1946, 75 adults met at Greathouse School to talk about organizing a new congregation. Fifty of those pre-
sent signified their intention and willingness to affiliate with the proposed mission. The Lutheran pastors of Louisville
Breed to hold afternoon services until a mission developer could be secured. The first formal worship was held on Novem-
ber 10, 1946, at Greathouse, with Dr. G. D. Busch, president of the Kentucky—Tennessee Synod, preaching.

The work progressed rather slowly until May of 1947. At this time the people were informed that the Reverend S. P. Diehl
had agreed to serve as mission developer for the proposed new mission in St. Matthews,

On August 1, 1947, Pastor Diehl conducted his first worship service. The service started at 7:30 P.M. and was held at the
then St. Matthews Methodist Church. Sixteen people were present, and we are told that the temperature might have had
something to do with the number present, for it was 101 degrees inside the building.

The congregation purchased the present church building at 239 Breckinridge Lane from the St. Matthews Methodist
Church, and took ownership on January 1, 1948, three months before the congregation was formally organized.

The little mission of 1946 had grown to a membership of 389 baptized members and it was forced to conduct two services
10 months out of the year.
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OUR LADY OF LOURDES CATHOLIC CHURCH
500 Breckinridge Lane

To provide for the increasing Catholic population of St. Matthews, it was necessary to divide the parish of Holy Trinity.

A 10—acre site was purchased on Breckinridge Lane between Norbourne and Winchester in the spring of 1949, and ground
was broken the following winter for a building which would house both church and school facilities for the parish.

The building was completed in 1950, with 10 classrooms, cafeteria and office rooms for the school and auditorium seating
600 for the church. The new parish was dedicated to Our Lady of Lourdes and its boundaries included the area lying rough-
ly between Shelbyville Road and Taylorsville Road and between Fairmeade subdivision and Cannons Lane.

The school opened its doors to some 240 children in September 1950 and the first Mass was offered in the church on De-
cember 10, 1950. Reverend Anthony G. Gerst, who had been pastor of Holy Trinity Parish since 1945, was appointed pas-
tor of the new parish, and Reverend J. D. Gallagher was named assistant pastor.

The Ursuline Sisters of Sacred Heart Motherhouse furnished the faculty for the school.
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BROADWAY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 Brownsboro Road

Broadway Baptist Church, whose history dates from 1870, has been in its new location at 4000 Brownsboro Road since
July 1950.

Broadway is old in tradition and new in spirit. It moved here from Louisville to follow its congregation who gradually were
drifting to better homes in St. Matthews.

The congregation has enjoyed a substantial growth. The original unit, including a chapel and Sunday School rooms, was
quickly pressed to take care of the increasing membership. A second unit of the four—unit building program has been com-
pleted. This building, linked by a cloister to the first unit, provides educational space for 300 students from nursery through
12 years. Included in the facilities of this building are an air—conditioned suite of rooms for the nursery. Scout rooms and a
library are also provided.

Broadway is fortunate in having a wonderful musical program under the direction of Miss Audrey Nossaman and Miss Do-
ris Gene Bowman.

The Reverend Edwin F. Perry is pastor. He is a graduate of Wake Forest College and the Andover-Newton Theological
School in Newton Centre, Massachusetts. (Note: Father of Edwin F. Perry, Jr. (60), Pamela Perry (61) and Tim Perry (63))

The two buildings made available worship, educational, and recrea-tional facilities for approximately 1,200 persons, The
sanctuary fronts upon Brownsboro Road, The eight—acre site enables the church to provide adequate parking facilities.
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BEECHWO00D BAPTIST CHURCH (1953)
201 Biltmore Road
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The Beechwood Baptist church is in Beechwood Village.

The ground was Purchased and presented debt—free to Beechwood by the Crescent Hill Baptist Church, the St. Matthews
Baptist Church, the Long Run Baptist Association, the General Association of Baptists in Kentucky and the Women’s Mis-
sionary Union of Kentucky.

Beechwood began as an extension of the Crescent Hill Baptist Church November 17, 1952. About 100 members of the
Crescent Hill Church met at Stivers School to talk about establishing a work in the Beechwood area. About 30 agreed to
remain with the extension and aid he program for three months.

Dr. James B. Sawyer, a graduate of the Seminary, was called as pastor February 1, 1953, following Dr. W. C. Boone, who
had served as interim pastor since the preceding December.

The Church name was adopted in March 1953 and in December the extension became a duly—constituted Southern Baptist
Church.

St. Matthews Free. Methodist Church
239 Breckinridge Lane
1956
Ministers — Rev. James Robberson - Rev. Roland Seabold — Rev. Vincent Spencer

Westport Road Church of Christ
4500 Westport Road
1950
Ministers - Rev. Tarbrough Leigh — Rev. Dewey flaw — Rev. James Brasher

Christ Church Methodist
4614 Brownsboro Road
1957
Ministers - Rev. W. W. Slider — Rev. James W. Averitt - Rev. K. A. Loy

St. Margaret Mary Church
117 Arterburn Lane
1951
Rev. Elrich J. Stewart — Rev. Charles F. Reteneller — Rev. Richard G. Grenough

St. Albert The Great
1405 Techny Lane
1960
Rev. Robert Willett — Rev. Norman Riggs

Second Presbyterian Church
3701 Brownsboro Road
1954
Rev W. R. Clark - Tuenis Gowens

St. Matthews Seventh Day Adventist Church
9810 Shelbyville Road
1961

Jehovah’s Witnesses
411 Hubbard Lane
1959

Calvin Presbyterian Church
2501 Rudy Lane
1957
Dr. Arie D. Bestebreurtje 1957—1967 — Rev. F. Morgan Roberts 1967, Rev. Walter K. McCrary

Second Church of Christ Scientist
1957
4125 Shelbyville Road
dedicated 1967
Mr. James Overton (reader)
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Clubs - Fraternal - Civic - Service, etc,

Zachary Taylor Post #180 American Legion

of Kentucky 1925

Red Mens Lodge

Fraternal Order of Eagles #2379
Optimist Club

Rotary Club

St, Matthews Business Assoclation

1941
1954
1941
19583

St, Matthews Junior Chamber of Commerce

St., Matthews Kiwanis Club

St, Matthews Woman's Club

The Young ¥Yomen's Club of St, M.
Masonic Widows & Orphans Home
Lions Club

Exchange Club

Elks Club

St, Matthews Masonic Lodge

St. Matthews Y, M, C, A,

The Sidney Eline Memorial Library
St. Matthews Community Center

1945
1938
1939
1927
1940
1967
1850

1921

1955
1959
1945

St. Matthews Armory (National Guard)1942

Yeterans of Foreign Wars

News

S3t, Matthews Sun

The Yoice Jeffersonian
5t, Matthews Commuter
St, Matthews Booster
The Yoice

Doctors

A. M, Zaring
Henry Chenoweth
John A, Brady
John Lewis

H. N. Lewis

Dr. Gault

First Msgisterial District
Justice of the Peace

R. O. Dorsey
Hugh Schultz
Geo. Shadbourne

1940

1935
1966
1940
1925
1949

S8chools

Greathouse - 1887 - 1914 - 1939
St., Matthews Elementary 1955

Our Lady of lLourdes 1950
St., Margaret Mary 1952
Holy Trinity (old 1882) new 1853
Chenoweth Elementary 1954
Stivers Elementary 1952
Waggener High School 19564
Trinity High School 1953

Kentucky Southern College 1982

Groceries and Taverns

Sale Grocery & Tavern
Gilman's Grocery & Tavern
Holzheimer Grocery & Tavern
Bauers Grocery & Tavern
Fishers Grocery & Tavern
Edingers Grocery & Tavern
Grieshabers Grocery & Tavern

Indian Tribes

Shawnee
Cherokee
Miamis
Wyndote
Delawaris
Ottawa
Chickasaws
Wear
Pottawatomies
Dickapoor
Iroquois
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Massie Avenue
Gilman Lane

Winchester Road

Rudy Lane
Barbour Lane
Eline Avenue

Streets - Roads - Lanes - named for residents of St, Matthews

Arterburn Lane
Chenoweth Lane
Monohan Drive
Kaelin Drive
Oeehsli Avenue
Thierman Lane

Herr Lane

Brown Lane
Nanz Avenue
Norbourne Blvd.
Ridgeway Avenue
Washburn Avenue

Dorsey Lane

Hubbard Lane
Fenley Avenue
Staebler Avenue

Breckénridge Lane
Blankenbaker Lsane

Families
Bullitt Bauer Arterburn Magsie Dorsey Holzheimer
Brown Rudy Nanz XNeuner Winchester Hite
Ridgeway Chenoweth Breckénridge Clark Taylor Pontrich
Hubbard Dechsli Barbour Yeech Brady Simcoe
Shadburne Eline Fisher Staebler Hes&amp Butler
Crowder Kaelin Schultz Dodd Hansen Zehnder
Ochsner Lentz Gerlach Tinsley Greathouse Kirchsner
Winkler Stutzenberger Lausman Ziebler Ormsby Freed
Hahn Stich Martin Osborne Rueff Fravert
Beierle Hettinger Chambers Fust Manemann Dick
Collins Coleman Murphy Thor pe Feigel McFarran
Edinger Cheatham Thierman Weber Drescher Washburn
Cowling Ray Akers Barrett Russell Bench
Fehr Whitcomb Ayers Bowls Cannon JClark
Cockerel Doup Goff Grimes Hudson Hoffman
Lewis Murdock Sherley Nugent Landes McKay
Gering Hunt Zimmerman Ward Richardson Parks
Schoenbachler Whittnauer Hardths Tuleys Neichter Wormack
McClosky Clarkson Schuler Deckel Grieshaber Gerstle

. O'lan Micouln

Mrs. G. T. Dick
Miss Carrie Eline

Miss Rose Oechslie
Norbert Rudy

Mrs, Mary Kaelin Bauer

Senior Citizens

Mrs.
Mrs,

John Monohan
Rose Kselin Liebert

Mr. Henry Kaelin

Joseph#ne Oechsli Ratterman

Sports

St. Matthews Baseball Park, N. W, Corner Ridgeway & Westport Road

Baseball and Football Park

Home of many champion amateur baseball teams. Some of better players were
F. Bauer - M, Powers - K. Powers - D, Litterell - J. Irwin - E, Stitch -
C, Nachand - H, Bell - M., Thompson - Chas, Staebler Manager

St, Matthews Community Center - Home of Little League Teams - One of the best
l1ittle league programs in the country.

Zachary Taylor Post Athletic Field - Baseball & Softball

Jefferson Little League- A large number of boys frdm St. Ma mmu
take part in this program, 4 o e o e
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Holy Trinity Field (Lighted Yield) Baseball — Football — Softball - Track — Basketball Gym
Waggener Field (Lighted Field) Baseball — Football — track — Basketball Gym

Baby Town Eight cottages on Chenoweth Lane North of L&N RR tracks

Cumberland Telephone Company Office was on Shelbyville Road west of Chenoweth Lane.
George Rogers Clark’s home - Locust Grove on Blankenbaker Lane.

Fountain Square located in triangle at Lexington load and Frankfort Avenue dedicated in 1967.

Colonel John Floyd 1774, Surveyor — County Judge, Fort on Breckinridge Lane, Grave Yard on Breckinridge Lane. Killed
by Indians in 1783.
CITY HALL.
City of St. Matthews
201 Thierman Lane

6th Class City — 3—22—1950
Trustees 1950 — Sam Rudy — Jim Nolan — Henry Leathers — E. W. Gratzer — Gilbert Flack Mayor Nolan served until
1958

4th Class City — 1954
Mayor Bernard Bowling was appointed Mayor October 1, 1958, elected November 1960, 1964 and 1968.

Council Members 1960 when City Hall was dedicated were as follows: B. W. Gratzer, T. S. Rudy, Henry Leathers, E. R.
Grinstead, John Barker, Millard C. Rudy, J. Pryor Wise, Millard French.

Council Members elected November 1967: T. S. Rudy, Henry Leathers, John Barker, Millard C. Rudy, Millard French ,
Harry Jones, Louis Herm, C. H. Ballard.
September 1968 — R. 0. Dorsey appointed by council to fill unexpired term of C. R. Ballard.

Treasurer, J. C. Scheibel City Clerk, Gretchen Kaiser

Police Judges — Gilbert Flack — H. D. Proffitt — Thurston M. Crady
Police Chief — Kermit Cook

MAYOR BOWLING

Mayor Bernard F. Bowling is a most capable and dedicated citizen who has contributed his time and talent toward modern
progress of our city.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
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190 YEARS A COMMUNITY

It has been just 25 years, on March 22, 1950, since
St. Matthews officially was incorporated as a city. But
this late part of its heritage is just the tip of the pro-
verbial iceberg . . . for the threads of history began to
mesh into the fabric of our community nearly 200
years ago.

In 1785, Colonel Richard Taylor became the first
settler of substance in the “East End.” His 400 acre
farm was located in the Brownsboro Road area. The
National Cemetery occupies part of that land today.
His son Zachary, later to become the 12th President
of the United States, was eight months old when the
family moved here from Virginia. During the next
20 years, he helped his father clear the land, farm,
hunt and trap. His favorite haunt may very well have
been where your home or apartment stands today.

The westward movement through the Cumberland
(Gap or down the Ohio river to this area of Kentucky
soon gave the Taylor farm more and more neighbors.

The “Buginess Distriet” tn 1895 - Looking East on Westport Road
shortly after the turn of the century.

In the early 1900 8...looking East .L/orest‘_nf poles run cast on
from Lexington Road down Shelbyville Road Shelbyville Road in 1920
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The names of many of these early pioneer families
are familiar to present day St. Matthew residents as
names of many of the thoroughfares in the city. They
included James Brown, Jacob Rudy, the Monahan
family, Henry Massie, the Bullitt’s, the Arterburns,
the Floyd's, the Chenoweth’s and the Breckinridge's.

Most of these settlers purchased large tracts of
land from which they created large farms,

Early in its history, the area was named Gilman's
Point for a combination grocery store and tavern,
owned by a Daniel Gilman, that stood on the corner
of what is now Shelbyville Road and Westport Road.
In the custom of the era, it served as a gathering
place for the local farmers, and was a sleepy little
country road junction where the stagecoach stop of-
fered the high point of the day.

Excitement must have reached a fever pitch on
June 7, 1810, when Zachary Taylor and Margaret
Smith were married there. Just 25 vears later, on
Jrownsboro Road, their daughter Sarah was wed to

In the mid-30's, Arthur Noel's “stone house”

Jefferson Davis, then an officer in Taylor's command,
and later to be President of the Confederate States
of America. Sadly, Sarah died three months after the
wedding.

Although Gilman's Point was listed as an official
stop on the railroad that was built to Frankfort in
1851, some of the local citizens apparently felt that
their community did not offer the world the proper
degree of dignity by being named after a tavern
operator. This sensitivity resulted in the name St.
Matthews being selected from the St. Matthews Epis-
copal Church, the only house of worship in the area.
[n 1854, when a post office was established, the new
name received official sanction, and St. Matthews it
has been ever since.

Not until 1880 did much happen to change the
completely traditional rural character of the country-
side. Then, a 30 acre flower “farm” for commercial
flowers was established by Nanz & Neuner, Seven
vears later, a general merchandise store was opened
that shortly grew to be the largest of its kind in
Jefferson County, outside of Louisville. Back in those
days, most stores of this type were taverns, too, with
whiskey at 15¢ per glass and all the beer you could
drink for a dime.

stood nearly alone where the Women's Club
building & presently located.

The Louigville Herald Post of 1836
deseribes “galubrious” St. Matthews

About 75 years ago, Jake Heskamp's Blacksmith
Shop stood where White Castle is today.

Commuters rode to Anchorage, LaCGrange and
Lowisgville on the “Little Train.”




The St.

At the turn of the century, still not much progress
was notable. Bauer's Grocery, Greishaber’s Grocery,
Nanz & Neuner Florist, a blacksmith shop and a
saloon made up the “Business Distriet.” The area had
one major distinction, dubious as it may have been.
St. Matthews was considered the cock fighting capi-
tal of Northern Kentucky, and during the numerous
matches held at various locations, it was not uncom-
mon for up to $1,000 to be bet on the abilities of a
single bird.

The size of the bets hinged to a great extent on the
success that year of the potato crop, for potatoes were
king! The tubers adapted themselves ideally to the
acre after acre of reclaimed swamp land that lie gen-
erally between Shelbyville and Brownsboro Roads.

However, each farmer sold his crop separately, The
buyers, who met them in St. Matthews, had usually
agreed in advance on a price, Nearly always, it was
substantially below the market. Yet, individually,

these farmers were at the mercy of this unserupulous
system since the eastern markets only bought in car-
. quantities few farmers in the area could

load lots .

'\]rt’flu-u 3 Produce Exchange stood

where the Marshall Planing Mill is now,

The historie Floyd family cemetery is
near Breckinridge Lane.
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provide. If they sold, they were cheated. If they held
out, they lost their crop.

To protect themselves and get better prices for
their potatoes, 200 farmers organized the St. Mat-
thews Produce Exchange in 1910, Just 11 vears later,
over 13 million pounds of potatoes were shipped an-
nually from St. Matthews. In fact, the exchange had
become the gecond largest in the world. Today, tulips,
roses and flowering shrubs dot the residential land-
scape that once was a virtual sea of potato plants.

About this same time, early in the second decade
of the century, A. J. “Tony” Eline established the
area's first real estate office, and any review of St.
Matthews' past would not be complete without rec-
ognizing his contributions to the growth of our city.
From a store and office he built on the northeast cor-
ner of St. Matthews Avenue and Shelbyville Road, he
directed the opening of nearly mnumerable subdivi-
sions that provided the residential base for the com-
munity today,

After Louisville's disastrous 1937 flood, a surge of
building on "the high ground to the East” began.
Then, after World War I1, the housing boom further
expanded the residential perimeter of the community
and additionally necessitated the construetion of more
and more shopping areas.

Location of an early Fort, Floyds Station
was near Breckinrvidge Lane, Its spring has

bheen restored,
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The Oeclisli iowme on Westport Road is
one of St. Matthew's oldest.
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With all this growth, covetous glances from our
large neighbor to the west became more and more
obvious, and so, in 1950, to protect its independence,
St. Matthews became a sixth class city. Surprisingly,
its area of incorporation included only about three
square blocks—the business district—bounded by
St. Matthews Avenue, Westport Road, Gilman Ave-
nue and Chenoweth Lane.

Four years later, with the agreement of the resi-
dents in the annexed areas, the city expanded its
boundaries to include one section bounded by Frank-
fort Avenue, Bellewood, Windy Hills, and Chenoweth
Lane. The other areas’s borders were Shelby-
ville Road, Norbourne Boulevard, Eline Avenue and
Browns Lane.

Thus, with these new additions of homes and busi-
nesses, St. Matthews met the state requirements and
became a fourth class city on June 19, 1954.

The “Father of St.
Mattheiws”

Mayor James H. Noland
1850-19858
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Mayor Noland’'s home on Kennison Avenue The former Post Office Building at Willis Avenue
served az “city hall” during the early yeara. and Breckinvidge Lane housed city offices next.

——— o

Annexation by Louisville forrrd a move The lower vight half of this Frankfort
from City Hall #38 on Breckinridge Lane, Avenue location housed city offices next,



St. Matthews...25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community—1975:

... TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF
GROWTH

The 25 year evolution of city headquarters to our
present city hall complex offers an interesting in-
sight into the growth of St, Matthews since its incor-
poration. Back in 1950, the Board of Trustees, which
included James Noland, chairman; Gilbert Flack;
Henry S. Leathers; B. W. Gratzer and T. S. Rudy
(deceased) met for regular meetings in the home of
Mr. Noland on Kennison Avenue. Often, after these
meetings, Mrs. Noland would serve coffee and cookies
to the group.

- S ~ Then, about three years later, city offices were
ko ';'t";'??:.-{"::ﬁ{"' ';‘;"."'"9 "”!"""!{ offices, wasg built in moved to what was then the Post Office building at
TR LESH T QRS S AT LARe, Willis and Breckinridge . .. and then to the Colonial
Building on Breckinridge Lane. However, this last
stay was short-lived since that part of the city on
which the building stood was included in an annexa-
tion suit won by the city of Louisville. Somehow, it
didn't seem quite right either morally or legally to
have our city hall located in another municipality, A
move to the building next to Trinity High School en-
sued and city facilities were located there until the
present modern building was opened in August of
1960 ...a far cry from Mr. Noland’s living room
and Mrs. Noland’s cookies.

e The handsome Plaza d'Ora condominiums
. on the right are eity hall neighbors,
- TS on the east side of Thierman Lane

A soggy St. Matthews Avenve after
a heavy rain in 1852,

The attractive grounds
of the Masonic
Children’s home further
enhance the 3700 block
of Frankfort Avenue

e Library was named in honor of Sidney
line who gave his [lfv‘ in World War 11,

otol

On Norbroune
Boulevard, the St.
Matthews YMCA con-
tributes substantially
to the betterment of the
community's youth
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It is odd to think back to the first area of incor-
poration and realize that the three square block site
contained at the most, less than 114 miles of streets
which the city was obligated to maintain, Today, the
three blocks have grown to three square miles and 47
miles of streets and roads, not ineluding state main-
tained highways, patrolled and maintained by our
city.

Some of the early historians claim that Gilman's
Point was in an area that not only included a con-
siderable amount of swamp land, but also had five
large ponds. This watery history has been felt by
many to have continued right up to the past decade.
However, in the past ten vears, an extensive storm
sewer system involving the expenditure of millions
of dollars has been installed by the city.

Back in the '50’s, parts of St, Matthews were known
as the “Land of Lakes,” and statistics show that in
the heavy rains of 1962, over 40 percent of St. Mat-
thews' residences reported basement water problems
of varying degrees. Today, these complaints have di-
minished from a torrent to a trickle, and the city will

LAW ENFORCEMENT

1955 saw the birth of the present St. Matthews
Police Department when William Tolliver was ap-
pointed Captain of a three-man forece, including pres-
ent Chief of Police Kermit Cook.

The officers operated from one desk in a crowded
two-room Colonial Building city office. That modest
law enforcement group has grown to a modern de-
partment of 19, including Chief Cook and Assistant
Chief James Burton. Its headquarters is an efficient
suite of offices, including a two cell hold-over, in the
St. Matthews City Hall.

The force has 20 patrol cars and uses the 24 hour
svstem that enables officers to have the cars with

continue its efforts to provide adequate drainage fa-
cilities to every structure in its growing residential
and commercial area.

Along with the first Board of Trustees, special
mention should also be made of some of the other
original city officials, These included Granville
Crockett, Police Chief; C. B. Edidel, Marshall;
Charles C. King (deceased), Assessor; and City Clerk
Pro-Tem Shirley Leezer, E. Martha Kuhl and Robert
I.. Newman.

Early, the city found itself needing the assistance
of a number of interested citizens, acting on various
boards and commissions that were required to fur-
ther orderly growth. Some of these included a plan-
ning and zoning commission, and advisory board and
an equalization board. As the years went by numerous
other reguatory bodies have been added.

Minutes of city council meetings indicated the usual
growing pains of an expanding area, and the city
administration was constantly faced with the addi-
tion of new people, the purchase of new equipment,
the expansion of the police department, street re-
pair and maintenance, the installation of street
lights and signs and the myriad of other details
involving a learning and a growing sophisticated
city government,

them at all times, whether or not they are on duty,

Each member of the department has had a mini-
mum of 400 hours of law enforcement and first aid
training, and annually attends a week-long retraining
school, sponsored by the U.S. Department of Justice.

Although traffic control, including the use of the
most modern radar, and the protection of life and
property are the primary functions of the group, the
department iz also equipped with the latest tvpes of
armament and riot control equipment ... hopefully,
never to be used.

Members of the force claim a eentury of St. Mat-
thews police service.
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FIRE PROTECTION

With a hand pulled hose cart, housed in an auto
dealership garage, and a single fire hydrant at Lex-
ington Road-Frankfort Avenue, the St. Matthews
Volunteer Fire Association was feebly founded in
1919, A. J. Eline was president, Xavier Schuler, Chief
and Andrew Neichter, Captain.

During its early years, the enthusiasm and truly
herculean efforts of department members kept the or-
ganization afloat. Finances presented a tremendous
problem and in the early '30’s, a recently purchased
truck was literally hidden from representatives of
the manufacturer to keep it from being repossessed.
Old “Betsy” is still around today, having long been
paid for, and is used for training and as auxiliary
enquipment,

In 1941, John M. Monohan Jr. was named Chief

and still holds that position.

The group has pioneered many innovations in fire
fighting equipment and was one of the first units to
use telephone and later two-way radio communica-
tions. Additionally, they adopted the usge of self-con-
tained breathing outfits, and were one of the first
departments to obtain a Quint, a combination aerial
ladder and pumper.

During its 56 year existence, the department has
outgrown four fire houses and is currently housed in
an ultra-modern facility built in 1969 on Lyndon Way.

[tz growth from a ten man department to a seven
truck, fifty man, highly trained group, making well
over 200 emergency runs a vear, is a high compliment
to these dedicated volunteers.

PUBLIC WORKS AND
SANITATION

When the Board of Trustees of the newly incorpo-
rated city of St. Matthews paid $350 for a used 3/ ton
truck, little did any of them realize how this piece of
second hand equipment would multiply twenty-five
yvears later.

As the city grew, more and more equipment was
required to meet the various needs of street main-
tenance and the inereasing general demands that re-
sulted from this growth.

Today, city equipment includes four street main-
tenance trucks, another truck for traflic maintenance,

a tractor mower, a tree chipper, a street sweeper and
washer, two back-hoe tractors with front mounted
snow plows and a long list of miscellaneous tools and
equipment,

Additionally, the city has five large capacity gar-
bage compactors that provide citizens of the commu-
nity with efficient garbage collection service.

A full-time department constantly utilizes this en-
tire array of apparatus to keep St. Matthews a clean
and comfortable city.
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CITY ADMINISTRATION

In 1958, Mayor Noland, “the father of St. Mat-
thews,” resigned, and Bernard F. Bowling was ap-
pointed to replace him on October 11th of that same
vear.

Mavor Bowling has directed the affairs of the city
for the past 17 years, and as with any other holder
of public office, he has had his admirers and his erit-
ics. However, friends and opponents alike respect the
single gauge he uses for his decisions, and that is
the simple question, “Is it good for St. Matthews?”
Through his dedication and singlemindedness of pur-
pose, our community has become one of the fastest
growing and most progressive in the state.

Assisting Mavor Bowling in ably conducting the
affairs of the city are the city council and the city
hall staff. Each individual in city government feels
a moral obligation to serve the citizens of St. Mat-
thews to the best of his abilities and continue to
make the city the finest place anywhere for all of
us to call home!

MAYOR BERNARD F. BOWLING

CITY OFFICIALS

William Archer James Burton Kermit Cook Thurston Crady J W Jones
Tax Assessor Asst. Police Chief Chief of Police Judge City Attornoy

Gretchen Kaiser J. C. Scheibel Hobert Strong Joe Willinms
City Clerk City Treasurer Superintendent of Public Works Assistant to the Mayor
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CITY COUNCIL

Hurry Jones Betsy Ross Millard C. Rudy Omegn Waters
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St. Matthews
Development of community was rooted in potato farms and a Protestant presence, by Gayle Cutler Pressman

DID YOU
KNOW:

B 51 Matthews
founder Col. John
Floyd, killed by
Shawnee Indians on
Aprnl 8 1783, 1s buned
behind the present
site of Jamestown of
St. Matthew
aparrrnr:rlr:; -_\ff
Breckenridge Lane
B Breckenridge Lane
WHEN Col. John Floyd settled in the area in 1779, he is named for pioneer
chose the high, dry, fertile ground of present-day St. Mat- Alexander
thews for his home. Breckinridge, but it is
. . . . s spelled differently
Floyd, a surveyor and the area’s first resident, invited other prominent Virginians to join him at the . .. .ca of an arror in
lush Middle Fork of Beargrass Creek, later called “the garden of the state.” oty '
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street sign markings
W St Matthews
onginal business
disinet at 'The Point
has been outside the
A fourth-class city today, St. Matthews developed at the same time as Louisville and, around 1840, city imiis since it was
began to be called Gilman’s Point, according to Beargrass-St. Matthews Historical Society records. annexed by l ouisvilie
It was named for Daniel Gilman, who opened a stagecoach tavern at “The Point” — the juncture of in 1958, after a bitter
Shelbyville and Westport roads and Breckenridge Lane. This is where the community’s original 12 year fight

business district developed.

Eager settlers came from Virgin-ia, Pennsylvania, Maryland and New York. They were joined in
the 1860s by German and Swiss immi-grants. Some 200 years later, their legacy lives on with the
many descendants who still proudly call St. Matthews home.

But around 1850, the deeply religious Protestant community renamed it more suitably after the first church, St. Matthews
Episcopal Church, which had recently been built on what’s now St. Matthews Avenue. The name “St. Mat-thews” became
official in 1851, when the newly established post office adopted it.

Today, every Protestant denomination is represented in St. Matthews, with a heavy concentration of Baptists. There are
three Catholic churches, the oldest being Holy Trinity, built in 1882 on the present site of Trinity High School. A new Holy
Trinity Church was built in 1950 near Brownsboro Road.

Potatoes were big business in the community’s early days.

St. Matthews was known as “the potato capital of the world” from 1910 to 1946, when the St. Matthews Produce Exchange
— once the second-largest potato shipper in the country — was dissolved. The community’s central location along the
tracks of the Louisville, Lexing-ton & Cincinnati Railroad, which were built in the mid-1800s, facilitated the shipment of
potatoes to northern and southern markets. Also, tracks for The Louisville and Interurban Railway Co. were laid in St. Mat-
thews in 1901, enabling people to commute to Louisville, Middletown and Anchorage.

The building that housed the Produce Exchange, which was run by R. W. Hite, still stands at Westport Road and Clover
Lane as The Colony shopping center.

One of the largest potato farms belonged to German immigrant Henry Holzheimer Sr. and was lo-cated along Chenoweth
and Breckenridge lanes until 1928, when it was subdivided for development.

One by one, farms were broken up as land became more valuable for real estate than for farming. The original farmers and
their de-scendants — including Holzheimer and the families Brown, Rudy, Nanz, Monahan and Oeschner — remained in
St. Matthews and be-came the backbone of the commu-nity, lending their names to streets and providing leaders in politics,
religious, social, business and edu-cational institutions.

In 1905, the city’s first bank was opened by Louis Bauer in Holz-heimer’s old tavern at The Point, later owned by brothers
Louis, Henry and John Bauer. It was The
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Bank of St. Matthews, at Chenoweth Lane and Frankfort Avenue (now Shelbyville Road), and is still a bank site. The Bau-
er family now runs a Brownsboro Road restaurant.

In the late 1920s, the first modern shopping district developed on Frankfort Avenue, near what is now the Vogue Theatre.
The movie house opened in 1938 and became one of the social centers of the day, charging 16 cents for a ticket.

The 1937 flood marked the start of the biggest growth years for residential development. Since Crescent Hill was complet-
ed up to Cannons Lane, St. Matthews was the logical starting-over spot for people with flood-devastated homes.

Developer A. J. “Tony” Eline, whose descendants are prominent figures in St. Matthews today, wrote in a 1938 real estate
brochure, “We believe that this high, dry land is a safe investment.

Besides fine soil, clear skies, perfect location and city conveniences there is the added inducement of low taxes.”

Eline went on to develop the first small shopping districts, and the A & P grocery and the Bacon’s store on Shelbyville
Road just east of “The Point,” as well as many of the present subdivisions in St. Mat-thews.

The Eline Garage was the forerunner of all automobile dealerships on Shelbyville Road and sold the first Model T Fords in
the Louisville area. The dealership is now Saint Matthews Station shopping mall, which is owned by one of Eline’s grand-
sons, Brad Breeland.

Despite its many riches, St. Matthews had serious drainage problems and incorporated as a sixth-class city in 1950 to work
toward getting sewers.

“Things were in a deplorable condition,” remembers John Barker, who was a member of the City Council for 31 years.

“I couldn’t sit in my own back yard because of septic tanks running over, The stench was everywhere. Half the streets in St.
Matthews flooded after just an inch of rain, and the streets had big holes because of the water,” said Barker, 83, of St. Ger-
maine Court.

So bad was the problem that St. Matthews became known in some circles as “the land of the lakes.”

In 1954, the city gained fourth-class status, and when Mayor James Noland resigned in 1958 because of poor health, St.
Matthews businessman and engineer Bernie Bowling Sr. became mayor. He initiated a $2 million sewer construction pro-
ject and directed the city until 1984, when he died at 62.

Today Bowling’s son, Bernie Bowling Jr., runs the family business — Plehn’s Bakery — and serves on the City Council.
Incorporation galvanized the community in the 1950s.

The business association, today named the St. Matthews/Eastern Jefferson County Business Association to reflect the
growth of the area, was formed in 1950 by business owners who successfully halted a proposal by the highway department
to make St. Matthews Avenue one way. They said it would have hurt local businesses and prevented the fire truck from
traveling both north and south on St. Matthews Avenue.

Also in the 1950s, the community banded together to establish the YMCA and the Eline Memorial Library, the only branch
of the Louisville system not owned by the city.

The city’s two high schools also were established in the 1950s.

Trinity High School has provided Catholic education to young men since 1953 and has grown from 88 graduates in 1957 to
290 in 1989.

Waggener High School was founded in 1954. It was named for Mayme S. Waggener, who had been principal of
Greathouse School, an elementary then located on Shelbyville Road. In 1959, Waggener was one of the first four high
schools to offer the new “advance program.” In 1973 it had 35 merit scholars, tying for first place in the nation. Its principal
at that time was Art Draut, the present mayor.

Despite the establishment of major shopping areas such as The Mall St. Matthews, small business has always been the
city’s bread and butter. Cleaners, drug and hardware stores, service stations and restaurants — many still run by founding
families — make up the core of the city’s 1,500 busi-nesses. New businesses include ex-pensive boutiques located in for-
mer homes on Chenoweth Lane.

“St. Matthews is an all-American city,” says Lynn Olympia, the president of the Beargrass-St. Matthews Historical Society.

“This is a closely knit communi-ty,” Olympia said, “where the ideals of home, church and com-munity still come first, as
they did with the original colonial settlers.”
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St. Marthews City Hall
3940 Grandview Ave
St. Marthews Kentucky 40207
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The Mayor of St. Matthews

Arthur K. Draut, 70, was

appainted mayor akter

Bernard Bov g's death in
September 1984, Draut, wi
grew up in Louisville’s West
End, has lived at 4306
Churchill Road in St
Matthews since 1958. He is a
duPont Manual High School
juate and a 24-year Navy

gra
veteran who served in World
Var 1T and the Korean War

and retired at the rank of com
mander. He earned bachelor's

and master’s degrees in mar-

keting and commerce from the

Louisville and

University ¢

worked as a teacher at Eastern
High School, In 1954 he
became dean of students at
Waggener High School in St
Matthews. He became assis-
tant principal at Waggener in
1959 and principal in 1968
serving until 1983, He was
appuointed to the City Council

in 1976 to finish the unexpired

Mayor Arthur K. Draut

The St. Matthews City Council

term of Millard Rudy. Under
his leadership as mayor, the
city established an occupation-
Al tax to increase revenues 1
1986. Since then, the city has
hired additional palice offi
cers, improved three city

owned parks, upgraded city

empiovees P\'R*J_'h\ oom

erized city records, started a

sidewalk replacement and

CONSruction program boughit

35 acres adjacent to the St
Matthews Community Center
and purchased the historic
Greathouse School for use as
City Hall

Draut represents the city
on the boards of KIPDA, the
Kentucky Derby Festival and
the Kentucky League of Cities

He is a widower with three

sons and two grandsons, 1
Is a Scottish Rite Mason and a
member of the Shrine Club
His hobbies include basebal

i fishing
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Police Department
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Works Department

The St Matthews Works full-time emplovees. During
lepurtment, headed by Bu the leaf-pickup season ths

ariny L may L'»i'#l-t'l >

& located in the maln ‘

many as 20 wo

nance lacility in the sear of take In ¢ t
the old City Hall at 200 Their resporsibilities mchude
Thie 1 Lane street patching, 1ce and Snoy

Katser a litelong resident contml, minor storm-sewer

Heen an virs, installation of re

of St. Matthews, ha

employee of the city for 18 and identification si

vears. He became superinten v storm services, tres

mer of 14 mowing and land

dent in the suy
I't

Of & sup

nd mainten

partment o

16, an equip

HT"LI!.'[ a mechanic and four de ;‘.h’“:'k'lll utillzes two field

Suparintendant Bill Kaiser

Construction Department

m Birch has been a pr This department was
i nal engines d reated in 1994 to more effi

cently handle v-house

rvevor for 30 vey

servid as the director of dralnage and constructhor

Jefferson County Public Works projcts. The ¢ sctiom
nd fr.nwrm!\ll- 1 part fepartment has four full-time
ment and was the county eng) employees (@ supervisor, ar
tor 10 vears. [y squipment operator ard
November 1988 b o to St v ile
Matthews from Presnedl and backhoes, a hoe L

U compr 4

Matth

wesident of Bis own ergineer

concrete saw, a plate com

pactor and two dump trucks

ns mpany

tractors, a backhoe with a
front-ena ioader, three

o salt trucks, thre
= i imb chipper

three leal vacuums, four
plekup trucks, a van and thre
dump trucks

The department’s annual
budget is $1.4 million and

includes street resurfacing

street lights, tree trimmin

garbage collect

and vard-wasty

ors build now side

e, catch

headwalls, drivewavy,

street curbs and retaining

nd grading

for drainage ir

fratna
o annual budget of the

Construction Department,

inclueding engineering and

O PTO
other contr is approxi

mately ST million
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Treasurer and Attorney

St Matthews has g

mmunity

s to one of ¢
irrest clties in Jedivrsor
County, With deve
and srow

of the nat

of e are

disappearing thiree of the
city’s mavors have been deter
mined to preserve and main
tain areas for recreation and

enfoyment, The St Matth

Community Center was ¢

sunes

narried and i s finther of

four davghters. His position is

part-time; by 1 a buyer

a Notre

ster Hauns

Dame Universsty |

u.',ln;f. ate, has served as attor

ney for the ety since 1978

Haunz has represented as

oot

St. Matthews Information

Fire Protection
e 35,000 residents of ths
crty

served by the St Matthews

surroanding area an

Fre District, which has 18 ful
time carver employees, sup
plemented by 40 volunteers

T'he fire distoict is

dent taxing agency w

th an

annual budget of $1.3 millior

ll‘}‘fl!l“: SIS OF twa

U-toof, tractor-drawn sertal

ladder trucks, four pumper

Chief Bill Seng
from Wagzener High School

and has a

engthweering from Eastern
Kentucky University. He was

appointed chief in 1993

Library

The St Matthews /Eline
Memorial Library moved f
all, 394 ¢

enue, tn the sprir

andview

Tt

without ch

we city provid

It is the

~ond-largess branch in the

ssville Free Pu
i, with a circulatio

£ 30,000 volumes a

The head Libe

Irving, a St Matthews

ont. Shwe

A raduate od

s h

sehool and

St. Matthews Parks & Green Space

first of several purchases for

system, In 1980

the city’s p
e city’s §

the dity exercised an option i

own 134 acres for $200,314. In

the fall of 1988 the clty pur

chased an additional 34.6 acre
tor §1 506, Shortly then

after 2133 acres was sold to

the state for the widening of
the Watterson Expressway,
Alter & major fire in 1982 4
new brick building was con-

structed on the land. It

excellent facility tor both
private and public gatherings
The park features basehall dia-

monds, Tenhes courts, a i'.x\'.]-

on, a tot lot, gr
table

Iis, pacnic

and ben

The monst difficult park
development was Warwick
Villa Park, bounded by

Washbum, Columbia

Kentucky and Virginm

¢ in fire safety

m the

has degrees
University of Loutsville and
the University of Kentucky
rving has been an employe
of the library for 10 years. She

rusisted by J}".‘Hunn.lf-'lx
15 emplovees. The library's

financial i comes from

e and Jedferson

County governments and thy

ity of 5t Matthews

§t. Matthews Government
St Matthews is represent

od By a mavor

10 SETVes i
four-year term and esght

v who sesve

council men

twosyear terms. Their ¢

Hons are non-partisan
meet on the second and fourth
Tuesdays of each month. With

}

iness Jdistrice. S

) arge

fthews has made every
elfort to keep a moderate ad

m tax rate and a genes-

wunt. In

Was regucead Tom

'8 cemd r S100 of as

valuation. Additbonal incomw

rived from business

1
licenses and occupational

taxes. R

lection, fromt y

ar~door §

bage cal-

af pickup
nstallation of ormamental
street Lights, and a tree<plant

NE PTOgram are amor

most apprectated ser

avenues. The area was a series

of 3)-by< 15 foot lots with a

mber of ners, both

wd unknown. Each lot
was acquired individually

Togethee

sments and

the park is 8.4 acres, [t feture

A walking track, a basketball
court, o soccer held, grills

picnic tables and benches
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St. Matthews Parks

ames Graham Brown

Foundation gave the Cit
pcrew of land bounded by
fowling Blvd., Beowns Late

164 and Baphst Hospital Eant

th the stipulation that it
would forever remain a park

I'he mayor and council detes

mimned that it w an ideal
SEINg foT A passive-use park
It 15 the home of many binds
rabbits, squirrels and ducks
walking track has been con-

structed through the wooded

Viany trees in Brown Park an
marked, which adds
visttors' enjoyment of the
grounds, In 1992 the city pur
chased an adpcont tnangular

lot at Bowling Bivd. and

ine trom a local

Brown

Usines 20 o assure that
there would be no commercial
development bordering the
park. A pavilion, picnic tables
and benches attract families
and groups to the arep
Recently Brown Park ha

become the home of an annual

Christmas disg
bv the St, Matt

Business Associalion

St, Matthews” newest
park™ is a still-nameless
small but welcome tract of
Rreen space at the iInfersection
of Chenoweth Lane and

add, o onve-tima

Westport R {
asphalt parking ot bought in
1992 at a cost of 345,000

ya0a ar e cavner or Lhenower! ang anda Westporr Roag
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St. Matthews Services

In 1987 a sidewalk-con

stru replacement

pre

the city responds to petitions

am was mitzated whereby

from affected residents
Approximately §1.3 million has
been spent thus far. Not only

have these improver

1149 }'7\'
vided added safety for young
aters, walkers and joggers, but

they have made property mone

a ctive aned more valuable

This on-going program » still

wallable 10 those who feel

their netgthbarhoods aeed ssde-

walk improvement

Also in 1987, city oftical

awird a contract for gsrbage

dirposal, because of increased

dumping costs and detonorat

Wast

ing equipment. Laxdlaw
Systerms was awarded the con-

tract, and Laidlaw was again

the low bidder when it was v

bad five vears later St

thews residents appreciate

the comven

pickup and n " B0
‘ ~||i’-plv
d Lo their tax

ks to sy ity continuance

bad voled 10

memital bes &

The special fee was discontin-
ved in 1987, Recycling of news
paper, ghass, tin cans and somi
phastics began in 1991, The
occupant of each resadential

unit was given a plastic con

rae trimming pvagram in a

Previous City Halls

'

lamer 10 place at the edge of

the street on repular marbage

pickup day. The venture h
been very saccessful. Jefferson
County 108 Board passed laws
that forced the separation of
trash and yard waste in 1994
This service was provided to
St. Matthews resicdents kast fall

In the interest of ecology, 4

rram b

tree-planting |
1989, Scores of Red Sunset

maples, ash and omamental

pear trees bave been planted
un city vights-af way at home
owners' request In vears (o
comge, beautiful tree-lined
streets will be the norm mn St
Matthews rather theno the
exteption

Mattha E A |

WE NEIgnooviood
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St M
mblazor
the comr
wchkskin
XphoTer
the an

and other

St. Matthews Fiag Story

e e area s 1y Dears the one
1 with svimix ghting cock, for sport mokt: Forward
ty's hist as popular in S The flag was d
lad pior t ws garly inits h 19 by Stephan
whao Hest setthed in hurch, representng St then a 1 3vear-old ¢
y potabo and a o pescopal, | vhich grader at Our Lady
1, representing 5 TVATY Ihwe fla Shool, the winne
hentage as a pi primarily bloe an ponsored b
m f potatos 0 i |
Kentucky, with green to e wpanizations dona
st e fertility of the avea S22 ¢ the fir

ot businesses soil. Iet

Cal. John Floyd's §

ng House

Col. John Floyd, a survey-
or and proneer from Virginia,
apparently was amang the
first to make his home on the
high, fertile ground of present-
day St. Matthews. He armmived
in the thickly forested arca
along the middle fork of

Beargrass Creek in 1779, just
one yvear after George Rogers
Clark erected the Com Island

fort that would eventually

become Loulsville. Flovd lent
his name to one of the earlest
crude fortifications in the area,
Flowds Station, and was among

the builders of Spring Station, &

FATTISON O 4 SIe N

! OOCu
pted by the Big Spring Country
Club. He was killed by Indians
in 1783 and buried near the
present site of the famestown of
St Matthews apartments, off
Breckenridge Lane

In the early 1800s the
sparsely populated area was
called Sale’s Precinct, for Capt.
Edmund I' Sale, who owned a
tavern on the primitive stage-
coach route that inked
Louisville and Frankfort
Traffic picked up in $832 with
the compietion of the
Shelbyville Tumpike, a hard-
packed gravel road from
which passing wagons lifted
powdery clouds of limestone
dust, and again in 1851, with
the opening, of a Louisville-
Frankfort rail line, By then the
area had long been known as
Gilman's Station, Gilman's
*oint, or simply Gilman's-for
Daniel Gilman, another tavemn
owner, who located his busi-
ness at "The Point,” the june-
ture of Shelbyville and

Westport roads, Breckenrid

and Chenoweth lanes, and
Frankfort Avenue— the site of
the community's original busi-
ness district
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216 Years a Community

Brackennadqe Lane, Chenoweth Lane, and Westoor! Boad neégr Sheibywille Road v the ¢

Around 185), some citi
zens, arguing that it was
unseemly for thelr settlement
to share the name of a saloon-
keeper, began calling it St
Matthews, borrowing the
name from the area's first
church, St. Matthews
Epascopal, which had recently

been built on what s now St
Matthews Avenue. The na
became official in 1851, when
it was adopted by the newly
established post office-
although the railroad stop was
still known officially as
Gilman's Point, and the
Gilman name continued to

e

appear on maps as late as

Through most of its
history, 5t. Matthews was a
community of large farms
many of them ortginally
owned by pioneer familes
whose names are still familar
today- among them Brown,

216 Years a Community

Rudyv, Chenoweth. Massie,
Monahan, Bullitt, Nanz
Arterburm and Breckinnidge
(Breckenridge Lane was
named for pioneer Alexander
Breckinndge, but is spelied
differently today because of an
error compounded by a suc-
cession of street-sign painters)

The aréa near the intersectvv ol rr

Farmers who managed to
reclaim the swamp land that
lay generally between
Shelbywalle and Brownsboro
Roads discovered that it was
ideal for culttvating root veg-
elables, especially potatoes

i Omions. The osperity

that ensued was enhanced by

wklort Avenue and Lex

St. Matthews 1deal location
along the tracks of the
Louisville, Lexington &
Cincinnati Railroad, which
provided ready access 1o
noethern and southwern
markets alike

The St Matthews Produce

Exchange, formed by 200

tarmers in 1990, grew to
become the second-largest
potato shipper in the world
Stock in the venture Inttially
=old for 35 a shane; by 1921
when more than 13 millon
pounds of potatoes were dis-
patched by rall from the
Exchange to all parts of North

America, a share was worth
S73. St Matthews was known
as "the potato capital of the
world " until 1946, when the

Exchange closed ths doors, The
hangar-like Exchange tacility,
which included “a frost-proof

bullding for the storagre of

10,000 barrels of second-crop
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216 Years a Community

St. Matthews Produce Exchange

potatoes,” survives as The Matthews Avenue (between by the bust known as the Alter a wartime lull, the
Colony shopping center at Westport and Shelbyville Great Depression (when great boom started in 1946. As
Westport Road and Clover roads) into 25 landowners the area’s population grew, i
Lane residential The St. Matthews dropped their mwlt‘rr. shopping district
Eventually, as I.n.n! :n, the .luh The first Produce E.I'C’la"i{l.’, !,’Ilr:ﬁ.lk' as ll?fh dey r..u[.‘t'd .l}u!xu, Lexington
area became movre vaiuable for big housing 2 b _ as 3300 per acre: Road, near the present site of
development than for farming boom came in fﬂﬂtl(‘d bl/ 200 fﬂn"eﬁ' and still had no the Vogue Theatre. Virtually
most of the old family hold- the late 1920s in 1910, grew to takers), A second all of the available improved
ings were broken up and sub (when the become the second-  boom started just land in the area was devel
divided. This process got going price for Iamgs' potato Sh,'p,,e, atter the 1937 oped by 1450, when St.
under way in 1907, when prime land " in the world. Ohio River flood Matthews officially became a
Henry and Emma Koehler reached 53,000 and lasted until city
split their property on St per acrel. That was followed the attack on Pearl Harbor

216 Years a Community
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216 Years a Community

Elne Motor Company proudly dispiays its new Mne of 1840 cars

The \Vogue Theater and the Lexingtan Road shopping

19408

aegmthe

f Frankfort Avenve

rand opening of the néw A&
in 1546

James H. Nolana
1650 - 1958

James H. Noland, the first
mavor of St Matthews, was
one of three men who orgs-
nzed the Se. Matthews
Commuatity Center in 1945 to
provide desperately noeded
recreational tacilitics for
youngsters i the arca, By then
com

he was well known as a
munity leader, and in the late
1940s, when St Matthows
fended off repeated annexation
eftorts by the city of Louisville,
Noland was among those who
led the resistance eHorts and
onganzed the community, Hle

P supermarrel n the 3900

The City Fathers of St. Matthews

was chairman of the five-
member board that incorporat
od St Matthews as a sixth-class
city in 1950, and was immeds
ately chosen to serve as mayor.
From then on he was known to
one and afl as "Mayor Jim
Noland's home at 3937
Kennison Avenue-which had
been the only house on the
block when e moved in,
sometume prior to 1930-served
as Clty Hall from 1950 to 1954
The city intally consisted of
only three square blocks, but
Noland engineered a major
annexation i 1953 that added
about 5,000 residents, and St
Matthews became a fourth-

ty the following year,
nd, a native of Frankdort,
erved as mavor without pay
until 1958, when poor health
forced hum to resign. He con-
tinued advising city officials on
policy matters until his death
i 1960 at age 65. Noland, who
often put in 50-bour weeks in
service of aty residents,
explamed his devotion thes
way: "1 guess [ enjoy getting

things done” After his death,
council member told The
Courter-fournal that Noland

was “a man of great compas-

sion” who always shunned the
limelight and “sometimes pald
with his own money the taxes
of people who didn't have the
money Lo meet thesr aty oblig-
ations.” After the battles over

annexation, Noland's principal

challenge was dealing with
severe drainage problems in
low-ying parts of St
Matthews Noland started his
business career with the
Louisville Badding C
After Army service overseas
during Woeld War [, he
returned to Louisville and in
1924 helped organize the
Kentucky Santary Bedding
Co., whach he served as vice

president. He was a longtime
leader of Beargrass Christian
Church, a president of the St
Matthews Rotary Club, a dis-
trict chatrman of the Old
Kentucky Home Bov Scout
Council, and a member of the
board of the Christian Church
Widows and Orphans Homw.,
Noland resigned as mayor in

1958 for reasons of poor health,

and was sucoeedad by busi-

o in 191X

nessman and engineer Bernie
Bowling St., who directed the
ctty for 26 years, It was under
Bowling that St. Matthews con
tronted and overcame prob-
beme of poor drainage, traffic
congestion and rapid popula-
tion growth, and achleved &
reputanon tor unparalieled
Service and Yesponsiveness to
s citizens. Bowling died in
office and was succeeded by
the current mayvor, Art Draut,
in 1984

Mode P




Bernard Bowling Se. was
appointed mayor in October
1958 when failing bealth forced
Noland to resign. Bowling was
a long-time St. Matthews busi-
nessman and civic keader
whese family owned Plehn's
Bakery at 3940 Frankfort
Avenue, However, he also was
trained as a avil engineer, and
it was that technical expertise
that proved important when he
tackled the city’s chronse
drainage and flooding prob-
lems, historically the biggest
obstacle to devefopment in St
Matthews, Bowling quickly ini-
tiated a $2 milbion sewer-con-
struction project that laid the
groundwork for development
of the bulk of the cty’s remain-
ing undeveloped land, and
thus for phenomenal growth in
the city's tax hase during the
1970s and '80s. Bowling, a
father of 10 children, served as
mavor for 26 years, without
pay for the first 21; he was per-
sonally involved in virtually
every decision, large and small,
made on the city's behalf over
more than a quartercentury.
He spent thousands of hours
driving and walking the neigh-
borhoods, and came to know
St Matthews like the back of
his hand. "1 know wheee every

hat move was quickly chal-
lenged by an anti-annexation
wroup, whose lawsuit was
eventually sustained by the
Court of Appeals, limiting St.
Matthews to its original
boundaries

Over the next four vears,
Loussville (which had coveted
St. Matthews territory as early
as 1940), tried on three occa-
sions to pass legislation
making it easier to annex
unincorporated territory and
sixth-class cities, but was
unsuccessful each ime. The
larger city also passed six
additional ordinances propos-
ing to annex parts of St.
Matthews, all strenuously
opposed by the St Matthews
Annexation Protective
Association, a business
owners’ group, Nonetheless,
two of those efforts succeaded,
Tronically, one of the areas
claimed by Louisville was the
original St. Matthews business
district near “the Point.”

When the smoke cleared,
St Matthews comprised two
areas that were home to about
5,500 people (who had voted
Lo accept annexation into the
new cityh One area was
bounded by the city of
Bellowood, Frankfort Avenue,

St. Matthews — 1950—1995:

Mayor Bowling

Bernard £ Bowing Sr.
1958 - 1984

sinkhole 15" he once boasted
He also made a point of
knowing almost every home-
owner and basiness person by
name His unrivaled devotion
to the city's welfare and his
considerable personal
charm-not to mention his
careful cultivation of a like:
minded City Council and

administrative staffszave
Bowling authonity to conduce
the city's affairs almeost single-
handedly. Determined to main-
tain cordial relations with
larger local government entities
(mainly to safeguard his city's
independence), he had dough-
nuts delivered from his
family’s bakery to Louisville
City Hall and |eHerson Frscal
Court virtually every day he
was in office. Some critics con-
tended that Bowling was exces-
sively pro-development, that
his zoning policies tn particular
led to "ptecemeal development
of large tracts of land,” causing
traffic congestion and spoiling
the aity's quict residential char-
acter. Bowling felt that he'd
done what was necessary 1f St
Matthews was to grow and
prosper and continue meeting
the needs of its citizens, (A son
of the former mayor, Bernard
Bowling Ir., ts currently a
member of the City Counal )

“The thing about Mayor Bowling was that he really loved

St, Matthews; that was obvious even to the people who

disagreed with him. He had a very specific vision of the

city’s future, and he made it happen: The St. Matthews we

live in today is largely the one he envisioned.”

45 years a City

Windy Hills and Chenoweth
Lane, the other by Shelbyville
Road, Norbourne Boulevard,
Eline Avenue and Browns
Lane. 5t Matthews became a
fourth-class city in June 1954,

For fiscal 1954, the city
had receipts of $48,965 and
spent $34.216, including §1,442
tor police department salaries
and §17,673 for public works
(mainly road construction and
repair and garbage collection).
The city budget for 1995
includes appropriations of S48
million, including 1 63
million for police and $1.2
million for public works.

St Matthews Sanstation
District No. 1 had been formed
in 1945 to work toward pro-
viding sewer services for the
poorly drained area, which
was known to some as “the
land of the lakes™ because so
many of its streets flooded
after brief summer rain
showers

The sewer system initially
was expected to cost §1
million, but actually cost $2.75
million, because the start of
construction was delayed for
nearly five years and because
the construction companies
unexpectedly struck rock. Two

Grotelen Kaser

firms that helped build the
system went banknupt.

The city's first “city hall”
was Mayor James Noland's
home on Kennison Avenue.
Over the next 10 vears, city
offices were located in the
former Post Office Building at
Willis Avenue and
Breckenridge Lane; then in the
Colonial Building on
Breckenridge Lane (which had
to be vacated because it was
annexed by Louisville); then in
a storefront near the present
site of Trinity High School;
and finally, in 1960, in a brand-
new City Hall built just east of
Thierman Lane, That building
(with just 5,500 square feet of
usable space) was eventually
outgrown, and in 1994, a new
City Hall was established at
3940 Grandview Avenue, in
the {30,000-square-foot) former
Greathouse Traditional
Elementary School building,
which the city purchased for
$1.3 million and renovated at a
cost of more than $1 million.
{In addition to aty govem-
ment offices and the police
department, the Grandview
Avenue buildiing also accom-
modates the Se.

Matthews/ Eline branch of the

In 1946, the Lousville
Board of Aldermen passed an
ordinance pruoposing to annex
St. Matthews' business district,
This was viewed as an attempt
to grab the revenue-producing
business section without
having to provide city services
to the thousands of people
living in the residential areas.
(At the time, St Matthews was
believed to be the most popu-
lous unincorporated commu-
nity in the United States.)
When business owners in the
affected area went to court to
block the annexation,
Loutsville passed a second
ordinance, proposing now to
annex the residential parts as
well. The state Court of
Appeals ruled against the
annexation in 1950,

On March 22 of that year,
St. Matthews was incorporats
ed as a sixth-class city. Inisally
it took in only three square
blocks, bounded by Westport
Road, Gilman Avenue,
Chenoweth Lane and St
Matthews Avenue. But the
very next day, the new city's
council passed an ordinance
proposing to annex the entire
St Matthews Sanitation
District No, 1, an arca with a
population of about 15,000

Louisville Free Public Library
and office and meeting space
for such groups as the St.
Matthews Area Business
Association and the
Beargrass /St. Matthews
Historical Society.)

City Hall could not be in a
mwore historic location. The
Greathouse School building on
Grandview is the sixth incar-
nation of the first public
school in Se. Matthews. The
original school, a one-room
building on Browns Lane
opposite the family farm of
Philip Brown, opened in 1877
with an enrollment of seven
students. The first teacher was
Emma Russell; tuition origi-
nally was 34,94 per month,
Miss Tommie Greathouse was
appointed teacher in 1884 at
an annual salary of $210.38;
she was the only teacher for 19
years, then served as principal
for 15 more years before retir-
ing in 1918 The school had
been renamed in her honor in
1915. Miss Mayme Waggener,
after whom Se. Matthews'
public high school was named,
served as princGpal of the
Greathouse School from 1918
to 1944,
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Paper work

Voice-Tribune has filled a niche
from its beginning in 1949

By STEVE RUSH cities in the county, with the over-
News Editor Ehelming majority in the East
ind.

The Voice-Tribune has long The Voice provided a forum for
been known as a community its readers about the annexation
newspaper, and when it was first issue, which enabled the paper to
published on July 14, 1949, that  build a strong foundation that has

was simply its name - “St,
Matthews, Your Community
Newspaper.”

The paper began as a small,
tabloid-size, eight-page paper,
and was published by James K.
VanArsdale 111, Slater & Gilroy
printed the paper. The distribu-
tion was handled by Up To Date
Distributing Co., which was
owned by VanArsdale's father.
The brand-new paper filled a
void in the rapidly growing east-
ern Louisville suburb of 8t.
Matthews.

helped it thrive through the
years,
The paper has changed and
grown aver the years, and has
ad several owners and publish-
ers. Some modified the paper’s
name and its look, but its focus of
serving the community has
continued.

Voice owners

Al Shansberg bought the paj
in 1952 and was the ublis{:'
through the early ‘70s. During his
ownership, he bought The Jeffer-

A contest was held to name it, sonian, the Jeffersontown-based
and 4-year-old Martha May won pewspaper that began in 1907,
the $100 prize with an entry of Afer two years of publishing the
“The Voice of St. Matthews.” (wo papers, they merged in Jan-
Later, when May was in high uary '66 and he published The
school, she was a columnist for Voice-Jeffersonian. (In 1970 it

the paper.

The Voice grew into a larger
tabloid size and then into a full |
broadsheet within three years.

Area incorporated

was an 80-page, brondsheet prod-
uet).
It was ealled The Voice-JefTer-
sonian when Shansberg sold it in
May 1971 to Bruce Van Dusen,
who sold it in '79 o giant newspa-

e,

In March 1950, St. Matthews per chain Scripps-Howard, which
was incorporated. As Jefferson owned several local papers under
County’s East End neighborhoods ~ the Voice umbrella.
began to grow, a battle ensued Besides The Voice, The High-
between the community and the land Herald, Middletown Mirror
city of Louisville, which tried to (earlier n Mirror), Jeffer-
annex the area. Some people at  son Reporter, Okolona Observer,
the time thought that there Southwest News, The Jeffersoni-
should be only one city, Louisville, an and Prospect News also were
in the county. The merger never published.
happened, and there are now Seripps wanted to develop a
more than 90 incorporated small See page B-12
INQINFK
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Paper

work

Voice-Tribune has filled a niche
from its beginning in 1949

By STEVE RUSH
News Editor

The Voice-Tribune has long
been known ag a community
newspaper, and when it was first
published on July 14, 1949, that
was simply its name - “St,
Matthews, Your Community
Newspaper.”

The paper began as a small,
tabloid-size, eight-page paper,
and was published by James K.
VanArsdale III, Slater & Gilroy
printed the paper. The distribu-
tion was handled by Up To Date
Distributing Co., which was
owned by VanArsdale's father.

The brand-new paper filled a
void in the rapidly growing east-
ern Louwisville suburb of 8t.
Matthews,

A contest was held to name it,
and 4-year-old Martha May won
the $100 prize with an entry of
“The Voice of St. Matthews.”
Later, when May was in high
school, she was a columnist. for
iy vt 1

e Voice grew into a larger
tabloid size and then into ar‘gue“
broadsheet within three years,
Area incorporated

In March 1950, St. Matthews
was incorporated. As Jefferson
County's East End neighborhoods
began to grow, a battle ensued
between the community and the
city of Louisville, whieh tried to
annex the area. Some people at
the time thought that there
should be only one city, Louisville,
in the county. The merger never
happened, and there are now
more than 90 incorporated small

cities in the county, with the over-
m\ming majority in the East

The Voice provided a forum for
its repders nbout the annexation
issue, which enabled the paper to
build a strong foundation that has
helped it thrive through the

years,
The paper has changed and
grovm over the years, and has
ad several owners and publish-
ers. Some modified the paper’s
name and its lool, but its focus of
serving the community has
continued.

Voice owners

Al Shansberg bought the pa
in 1952 and was the publisher
through the early ‘70s. During his
ownership, he bought The Jeffer-
sonian, the Jeffersontown-based

newspaper that began in 1907. .

After two years of publishing the
Lwo papers, they merged in Jan-
uary '66 and he published The
Voice-Jeffersonian. (In 1970 it
was nn 80-page, brondsheet prod-
uct),

It was ealled The Voice-JefTer-
sonian when Shansberg sold it in
May 1971 to Bruce Van Dusen,
who sold it in '79 to giant newspa-
per chain Scripps-Howard, which
owned several loeal papers under
the Voice umbrella,

Besides The Voice, The High-
land Herald, Middletown Mirror
(earlier Suburban Mirror), Jeffer-
son Reporter, Okolona Observer,
Southwest News, The Jeffersoni-
an and Prospect News also were
published.

Seripps wanted to develop a

See page B-12

Page B-12 THE VOICE-TRIBUN

Voice-Tribune
has filled
niche from its
beginning

From page B-1

strong network of papers around
the community, That plan lasted
only o few years, partially due to
the fact that The Courier~Journal,
the metro area’s daily morning
newspapar, started its own neigh-
borhood editions.

In July 1981, Bill Matthews
bought the paper (rom Scrippe.
He s0ld to John Waits in "82 who
ran it until the paper ceased pub-
lieation in September 66,

Harralson & Co.

Led by Central City native
John H, Harealson Jr., a former
South Central Bell executive,
Southern Publishing Inc. bought
the name and assets of The Voice
Newspapers in 1987, The compa-
ny, whith owns the paper today,
started publishing again on April
1 of that year.

When Southern Publishing
took over, the weekly had a circy-
Yation Jist of about 1,800, One of
the first things the new owners
did was change tho name to The
New Voico to let readers know of
the new management,

Since then the paper has
rown and become the state’s
argest paid weekly with a cireu-

Intion of about 14,000 and a read-
arship of about 50,000,

On ity seven-yoar anniversary
under Southern Publishing, the
paper took on a new name,
Vaiee-Tribune, to give it more of a
classic newspaper name and elim-
inate the misunderstandings
some had of The New Voice name,
Harralson said.

Filling a niche

For years the paper's motto
has been “Community News With
o Difference” and it has tried to
fill its niche as & “hometown”
community newspaper for East
End residents.

The Voice-Tribune, at 3818
Shelbyville Road, focuses on Jocal
events, people and buginesses.
Beaides its local nows and feature
stories, the paper’s nppeal has
been its popular columns by vet-
eran Kentucky sportswriter Earl
Cox, social columnists Lucie Blod-
gott and Carla Sue Beoecker, book
reviowar Mary Caldwell and gar-
den writer Jeneen Wiche, daugh-
ter of the late garden expert Fred
Wiche. Other appeals are the
paper’s extensive obitunry section
and its two- to four-page photo
spread, which i put together by
Harralson, an avid pbotographer
who shoots events nearly every
day of the week,

Onginally & St. Matthews.only
paper, The Voice-Tribune now
cavera severnl other fourth-class
cities nnd East End communities,
including Middletown, Lyndon,
Jeffarsontown, Prospect, Hurst-
bourne, Anchorage, Hikes Point,
Crescent Hill and the Highlands,
It now has subseribers in all Jef-
ferson County zip codes, all over
Kentucky and in 42 states (with
many readers in Florida getting
the paper).
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By TOM STEPHENS
Staff Correspondent

By the time Jefferson County
was founded the state of Vir-
ginia in 1780, the area that would

come St. Matthews was already
in its infancy.

John Floyd an early surveyor,
established a “station” — or fort —
on the middle fork of Beargrass
Creek in November 1779. Floyd,
of Amherst County, Va., brought
with him his wife, Jane Buchanan
Floyd, their son and only child,
three brothers and two brothers-
in-law to his settlement. In doing
so0, he became not only the first
“legal” resident of Jefferson Coun-
ty, but “truly” the founder of St.
Matthews.

The following year, Floyd's
community, which he called Bear-
grass, boasted 10 families. One
was that of Robert and Jemima
Suggett Johnson, which included
their son, Richard Mentor John-
son, future vice president of the
United States. Floyd’s family
would grow to include three sons,
William Preston, George Rogers
Clark and John Floyd Jr,

Five other stations — Spnng,
Low Dutch, A’Sturgus, Sullivan’s
and Linn's — were built in and
around Floyd's 2,000 acres, which
today would be roughly bounded
by Ormond Road, Cannons Lane
and the Watterson Expressway.

Floyd is area leader

Described as a man “with a
great show of modesty and open
honest countenance and no small
share of good sense,” Floyd was a
leader in the area, one of the
state’s first {udgas and the name-
sake of Floyd County. Gen.

rge Rogers Clark named him
military commander of the area
during a period of Indmn “depre-
dations” in the early

On April 12, 1783 Floyd his
brother Charles, and Alexander
Breckinridge were traveling to
the Salt River when they were
attacked by Indians, nnd Floyd
was s arm. By time
the men rode to lnfol.y, the
wounded man was dying from
loss of blood.

“He lived that night, talked
much to his brother, and

ressed unmitigated sorrow for
is young wife, the unborn infant,

TI0YU 8 GRUENWTNAAW, Lacuna
Preston Floyd. “He desired to be
buried at his Station on an emi-
nanes he had chosen for o grave
yard. All this was done.”

Christian fills the gap

Col. William Christian, o
lawyer, statesman, diplomat and

veteran of the French and indian
and Revolutionary wars, some-
what repluced Floyd as a leader of
the area. Arriving in 1786, Chris-
tian began building a fine estate
on hiy thousund-acre farm. When
o band of Wabash Indians stole
some of his horses during an Apri
1766 raid, Christian organized o
group of men to chase them.
Ambushed r crossing the Ohio
R:v-r in pursuit, Christian was

killed

“1 don't think that this Coun-
try even in its Infunt State bore
50 .:Inomz an Aspect as it does at
present,” wrote Gen. George
Rogers Clark to Patrick Henry,
whose sister Anne was Chris.
tian's widow. “The loss of Colonel
Christian hath Caused Eon-ul
Uneas; "~ The Keni
aral Assembly subsequently
named Chnlu-n County in the
colonel's hos

ex-,

Two centuries of progress

From John Floyd s station in 1779 to 2000, St. Matthews’ phenomenal growth has great historic significance

" BY SAMUEL W. THOMAS.

This building, pictured in 1895, housed a gvocery store and tavern and sat on the northeast cor-
ner of Chenoweth Lane and Shelbyville Road.

The A&P Supermarket stood directly across from the Vogue Theatre in 1941,

The Bullitt family

Upon Christian’s death, his
son-in-law Alexander Scott Bullitt
(1761-1816), who had married his
daughter Priscilla, beeame the
owner.of the property. Bullitt was
a highl snrcussl‘u( man ig his
own right, having served in the

magor In that slate’s |nﬂl|ln bafare
cemng\nlb.mm ky in 1 "
arnving, Bullict bo(nnm @ i
officer, member of the Louisville
Board of Trustees, fiest speaker of
the state Senate and the comman
wealth's first Heutenant governor,
He also was a delogate to Ken
tucky's first constitutional con-
vention and hel write the new
document. Back home on Bear-
rass Creek, he continued his
father-in-law's work, building the
estate into Olmool, which re-
mauins in his family more than
two centuries later.
The presont St. Matthows city
limits nrn almost entirly within

tho proj orl nally owned by

John Ff William Chris-
tian.

The Floyd, Christian, Brockin-

ridge, ‘Bullitt and A'Sturgus fami-
lies intermarriod and their
descendants helped settle the
growing area. Others wore hero

too, including the Brunars,
Geigers, Hikeses, Hites, Hokes
and 13

ﬂ ts arrive

The Louisville & Lexingtan
Turmnpike fload (known to locals
as Shelbyville Pike and toduy as

Shelbyville Road) was built in
1820, attracting German and
Swiss immigrants who began
growing produce on small truck
farms carved from the flat, fertile
land. As they prospered, such sur-
names ns

the area by 1850, the year his tav-
ern became Gilman's nct, the
wvoting place for that section of the

which had an entrance fronting
on the Westport Road, and an
entrance fronting on the Shel-
byville Pike and therefore the
place where the two roads meet
was called Gilman’'s Point,"”
explained local historian Hardin
H. Herr in an article in the “St.
Matthews Booster” newspaper.

“We called it The Point,”
recalled Alice O. Monohan, who
grew up in the area. “We never
called it St. Matthews. You
always went to The Point.”

Race track established

One of the gems of the neigh-
borhood was Woodlawn Race
Course, the thoroughbred track
established, in part, by horse
breeder Robert Aitcheson Alexan-
der in 1858 at the intersection of
today’s Westport and Beechwood
roads. Racing began in the fall of
1859 and meets attracted thou-
sands of visitors — via uis-
ville & Frankfort Railroad — as
well as those from the surround-
ing countryside.

e sensation of the track was
its challenge cup, a 29-pound, 12-
ounce silver-plated vase made for
Alexander by TiffanY and Co.
That trophy eventually became
the property of Maryland’s Pimli-
co Race Course, which awarded it
m winners of the Preakness, the
second leg of the famed “Tnple
Crown” of racing. Today consid-
ered “priceless,” the trophy was
retired in 1954 and winners now
receive replicas.

The Civil War, however,
spelled Woodlawn’s doom. Racing
was suspended in the fall of 1862
and the track went out of exis-
tence in 1870. The clubhouse and
stables stood until the early
1950s, when they were torn
to make room for the aj pmpnn
ly named Woodlawn uhdl»
vision (which beclma a sixth-
class city in 1954). The track
superintendent’s house was in-
corporated into the development
and still stands.

War comes to the area
The war came to the area in

September 1862, when soldiers

who would eventually fight in the

soldiers from Richmond, Ky., ran
over everybody about here,”
wrote 14-year-old Cora Owens in
he diary. “We fed about two hun-
dred of them.”

Cora, a student at the Rev.
George Beckau‘s Female Insti-
tute (near today's Sherrin
Avenue and Shelbyville Road)
continued: “Last night at two
o'clock the rebels I know not how
strong made a dash inside the
Tine. pickets surely were not
at their posts because they were,
stationed at Mr. Beckett’s gate, &
the Confed’s came this side of
that plnce

“A party of rebel pickets ven-
tured to Gilman’s Point — on
Monday night (Sept. 29), a skir-
mish with Federal pickets ensu-
ing," according to an Oct. 2 news-

aper account. One Union soldier
was killed and another wounded
in the fighting.

Gilman’s Point continued to

w after the war and in 1870

sted 1,685 residents, of whom
1,334 were native-born, 351 for-
aign-born, 1,287 white, and 398

“colored.” But its name was
changing. The railroad station,
which carried the Gilman’s Point
name, and the post office, known
as St. Matthews, caused confu-
sion and St. Matthews eventually
prevailed.

Post-war expansion

The post-war boom brought
new vitality to the area farm
economy, which was raising corn,
wheat, potatoes and onions to
feed the rapidly expanding
nation, in addition to hemp.

By the early 1900s, the area
had become “the garden of the
state” and “the leading U.S. point.
for rail distribution of produce.

ny farmers had begun to spe-
cialize by this time, plantmg
mainly potatoes and onions in

to a rapidly i
demand.

Successful as they were, local
farmers were at something of a |
disadvantage, having to accept
prices determined by a single
group of buyers.

The formation of the St. Mat-
thews Produce Exchange, operat-
ed by John Carr Fenley and

See page B-12

up, , Tra-
cenrider, Yennewein, Frederick

Tha building of the railroad in
1861 wstablished links to Louls-
ville, Shelbyville and the rest of
the autside world, allowing the
farmors to sell their produce to
nlmost anyone in the growing
nation,

Success had turned the com
munity into a respectable villagq-
around which was situnted sever-
al large farms - along with their
ulready historic residences — and
many smaller farms, the lanes
and roads of which became known
by the names of their owners, We
know them toduy: Washburn,
Arterburn, Brown, Darsay, Iludy,
Fenley and Herr, among .

Long koown as a portion of
‘Salen%’:uclncl ~ as of powd to
the carlier Boargrass village
was served by thc Louisville &
Lexington Turnpike Road (Shel-
byville Road) and the Louisville &
Lexington Railroad, The post
office was called St. Matthews,
after the ncarby St. Matthews
Episcopal Church, founded in
1839, at Westport Road and St,
Matthews Avenue.

Gilman’s Point

But another name vied for per-
manence, It was Gilman's Point.
Daniol Gilman (1804-85) lived in

* VISA « MasterCard

Children and Adults «

« Poyment Plans Avallabie

* Most Insurance Acceptea

Brownsboro Family Dentistry
Joseph L. Wagner, lll, D.M.D.

Complete Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Crown & Bridge * Cleanings = White Filings
Partials & Dentures = Whitening * Non Surgical Gum Care

“Our Patients are Our Best Referral”

Convenient Location

* Member Amarican Dental Associalion
* Kentucky Dental Association
* lowsvile Dental Associaftion

Brownsboro Medical Center
4882 Brownsboro Road
896-4374

county. Battla of Pe ille appeared on
“Mr. Gilman kept a grocery byvtlla Pike. “The retreating
V
e an ama e

I\

and the City of St. Matthews present

113th Army Band “DRAGOONS”

The 113th United Statex Army Band has the distine-
tiom of baing the second olest Army Band presontly on
active duly. Forisesd on July 8, 1840 s the Bans, Fiest
Regiment of Dragoons, (ho aame “Deagoons” has bees

made the Band's olficial aicknsms,

Lo,

xl ‘m

lls;g,o

Y

U began its service with two buglers, three fifers and
theee deummers, serving Wroughout the (adian Wans s
1455, The Band pasticipated in President Lincoln's sec-
ond Tnasgueal VParaie, and roceived Campaigh purtici-
pation for mumerous Civil War battjes,

Later, the Dand sailed with the Faal Cavaley 1o
Luzoa 10 assisl in pulling down the Philippine
Insurrection in 1901-1902. President Roasevell Laser
wiode of the moving experionce he had listening to the
Dragoon Band playing patrkatic

Mlippiee shore.

On March 21,
including

Kenoeth D. Allen.

music on  ihe

6:00 pm

Waggener Traditional High School Choerdeading Boosters will be
Bring the family, friends ond oll your neidhbors Lo join in the festivitics!

On July 15, 1940, ihe Dand was teogganized aud reden-
ignates the Band, First Armored Regimeet (Lipht), serv-
Ing in Algetia, French Morooca, Tunisia, and ltaly — where
it was dishanded in 1943,
1956, the Band was reconstiiuted and
redesignated the 113th Anmy Band. b 1970, # cunselidai-
e with the 15818 Army Basd, and it mission brosde:
%0 Inchude the support of all the United States Army Armor
Center and Port Knox,

Tostay, the 113¢h Arry Band “Deagoons” continues its
proud tradition of musical suppodt 10 the Home of Armwor
und Cavalry, The Basd i cusrently consmanded by CWO

We are confident of our abilities und mindlsl of our
molto: "COURAGEOUS AND FAITHIUL®,

Sunday, August 20

crad

”‘“3«\““‘“

“\\ o

refreshments.
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By the time Jefferson County
was founded the state of Vir-
inia in 1780, the area that would
come St, Matthews was already
in its infancy.

John Floyd, an early surveyor,
established a “station™ — or fort —
on the middle fork of Beargrass
Creek in November 1779. Floyd,
of Amherst County, Va., brought
with him his wife, Jane Buchanan
Floyd, their son and only child,
three brothers and two brothers-
in-law to his settlement. In doing
so, he became not only the first
“legal” resident of Jefferson Coun-
ty, but “truly” the founder of St.
Matthews.

The following year, Floyd’s
community, which he called Bear-
grass, boasted 10 families. One
was that of Robert and Jemima
Suggett Johnson, which included
their son, Richard Mentor John-
son, future vice president of the
United States. Floyd’s family
would grow to include three sons,
William Preston, George Rogers
Clark and John Floyd Jr,

Five other stations — Sprinq,
Low Dutch, A’Sturgus, Sullivan’s
and Linn's — were built in and
around Floyd’s 2,000 acres, which
today would be roughly bounded
by Ormond Road, Cannons Lane
and the Watterson Expressway.

Floyd is area leader

Described as a man “with a
great show of modesty and open
honest countenance and no small
share of good sense,” Floyd was a
leader in the area, one of the
state’s first judges and the name-
sake of Floyd County. Gen.
George Rogers Clark named him
military commander of the area
during a period of Indian “depre-
dations” in the early 1780s.

On April 12, 1783, Floyd, his
brother Charles, and Alexander
Breckinridge were traveling to
the Salt River when they were
attacked by Indians and Floyd
was shot in the arm. By the time
the men rode to safety, the
wounded man was dying from
loss of blood.

“He lived that night, talked
much to his brother, and

ressed unmitigated sorrow for
Ris young wife, the unborn infant,

FRYQG S GRuUEnsET-Iin-Iiaw, Lacuuas
Preston Floyd, “He desired to be
buried at his Station on an emi-
nance he had chosen for o grove
yard. All this was done.”

Christian fills the gap
Col Wi‘lliam C‘l'.:r‘inian. o

ex-,

Two centuries of prog

From John Floyd's station in 1779 to 2000, St. Matthews’ phenomenal g

s ——
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photos teprinted with permission of “ST. MATTHEWS: THE CROSSROADS OF BEARGRASS,” BY SAMUEL W. THOMAS
This building, pictured in 1895, housed a grocery store and tavern and sat on the northeast cor-
ner of Chenoweth Lane and Shelbyville Road.
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The Bullitt family

Upon Christian’s death, his
son-in-law Alexander Scott Bullitt
(1761-1816), who had married his
daughter Priscilla, became the
owner .of the property. Bullitt was
a highly successful man ip his
own right, baving served in the

magor in that state’s militia bafure
coming to Kentucky in 1784, After
arnving, Bullitt becamo & militin
officer, member of the Louisville
of Trustees, first speaker of

the state Senate and the common
Ith's first governor,

He also was a delegate to Ken-
tucky's first constitutional con-

t ¢ and

and Revolutionary wars, some-
what repluced Floyd as o leader of
the area, Arriving in 1786, Chris-
tian began building a fine estate
on his thousand-ascre farm. When
o band of Wabash Indians stole
some of his horses during an April
17686 raid, Christian organized o
group of men to chase them.
Ambushed after ¢ ing Ohio
River in pursuit, Christian was
kil

*1 dont think that this Coun-
try even in its Infunt State bore
50 Cdoomz on Aspect as it does at
present,” wrote Gen. George
Rogers Clark to Patrick Henry,
whose sister Anne was Chris.
tian's widow. “The loss of Colonel
Christian hath Cnuudmgon.rnl
Unecasyness.” The y Gen-
aral Assembly subsequently
named Christian County in the
colonel's honor.

and hel write the now
document. Back home on Bear-
rass Creek, he continued his
atherandaw's work, building the
estate inte Oxmoor, which re-
mauains in his family more than
two centuries later,
presont St Matthows city
limits are almast entirely within
tho proj rtJ originally ownod by
John Floyd and William Chris-
tian.

The Floyd, Christian, Breckin-
ridge, Bullitt and A'Sturgus fami-
lies intermarried and their
descondants helped settle the
frvvn'ng area. Others wore here

oo, including the Hruners,
Gcig::‘, Hikeses, Hites, Hokes
and ks,

Immigrants arrive

The Louisville & Lexington
Tumpike fload (known to locals
as Shelbyville Pike and toduy as

@ L e o

Shelbyville Road) was built in
1820, attracting German and
Swiss immigrants who began
growing produce on small truck
farms carved from the flat, fertile
land. As they prospered, such sur-
names ns Doup, Brentlinger, Tra-
cenrider, Yennewein, Frederick

The building of the railroad In
1861 wstablished links to Louls-
ville, Shelbyville and the rest of
the outaide world, allowing the
farmors to sell their produce to
almoest anyone in the growing
nation,

Success had turned the com-
munity into a respectable village
around which was situated sever-
al large furms — along with their
already historic residences — and
many smaller farms, the lanes
and roads of which became known
by the names of their owners, We
know them today: Washburn,
Arte. , Brown, Darsey, Rudy,
Fenley and Herr, among s,

Lou%‘.known as a portion of
“Sale’s Precinet” « as opposed to
the carlier Boargrass — village
was served by the Louisville &
Lexington Turnpike Road (Shel-
byville Road) and the Louisville &
Lexington Railroad, The post
office was called St. Matthews,
after the ncarby St. Matthews
Episcopal Church, founded in
1&!9. at Westport Road and St,

Matthews Avenue.
Gilman’s Point

But another natme vied for per-
m It was Gil ‘s Point.

Daniol Gilman (1804-85) fived in

The A&P Supermarket stood directly across from the

Vogue Theatre in 1941,

the area by 1850, the year his tav-
ern b Gil 's%. inct, the

voting place for that section of the
county.
“Mr. Gilman kept a grocery
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which had an entrance fronting
on the Westport Road, and an
entrance fronting on the Shel-
byville Pike and therefore the
place where the two roads meet
was called Gilman’'s Point,"
explained local historian Hardin
H. Herr in an article in the “St.
Matthews Booster” newspaper.

“We called it The Point,”
recalled Alice O. Monohan, who
grew up in the area. “We never
called it St. Matthews. You
always went to The Point.”

Race track established

One of the gems of the neigh-
borhood was Woodlawn Race
Course, the thoroughbred track
established, in part, by horse
breeder Robert Aitcheson Alexan-
der in 1858 at the intersection of
today’s Westport and Beechwood
roads. Racing began in the fall of
1859 and meets attracted thou-
sands of visitors — via the Louis-
ville & Frankfort Railroad — as
well as those from the surround-
ing countryside.

The sensation of the track was
its challenge cup, a 29-pound, 12-
ounce silver-plated vase made for
Alexander by Tiffany and Co.
That trophy eventually became
the property of Maryland’s Pimli-
co Race Course, which awarded it
to winners of the Preakness, the
second leg of the famed “Triple
Crown” of racing. Today consid-
ered “priceless,” the trophy was
retimdp in 1954 and winners now
receive replicas.

The Civil War, however,
spelled Woodlawn's doom. Racing
was suspended in the fall of 1862
and the track went out of exis-
tence in 1870. The clubhouse and
stables stood until the early
1950s, when they were torn down
to make room for the appropriate-
ly named Woodlawn Park subdi-
vision (which became a sixth-
class city in 1854). The track
superintendent’s house was in-
corporated into the development
and still stands.

War comes to the area
The war came to the area in
September 1862, when soldiers
who would eventually fight in the
Battle of Pe ille appeared on
Shelbyville Pike. “The retreating

soldiers from Richmond, Ky., ran
over everybody about here,”
wrote 14-year-old Cora Owens in
he diary. “We fed about two hun-
dred of them.”

Cora, a student at the Rev.
George Beckett's Female Insti-
tute (near today's Sherrin
Avenue and Shelbyville Road)
continued: “Last night at two
o'clock the rebels I know not how
strong made a dash inside the
hine. pickets surely were not
at their posts because they were,
stationed at Mr. Beckett’s gate, &
the Confed’s came this side of
that place.”

“A party of rebel pickets ven-
tured to Gilman's Point — on
Monday night (Sept. 29), a skir-
mish with Federal pickets ensu-
ing,"” according to an Oct. 2 news-
paper account. One Union soldier
was killed and another wounded
in the fighting. ,

Gilman’s Point continued to

w after the war and in 1870

sted 1,685 residents, of whom
1,334 were native-born, 351 for-
eign-born, 1,287 white, and 398
“colored.” But its name was
changing. The railroad station,
which carried the Gilman’s Point
name, and the post office, known
as St. Matthews, caused confu-
sion and St. Matthews eventually
prevailed.

Post-war expansion

The post-war boom brought
new vitality to the area farm
economy, which was raising corn,
wheat, potatoes and onions to
feed the rapidly expanding
nation, in addition to hemp.

By the early 1900s, the area
had become “the garden of the
state” and “the leading U.S, point
for rail distribution of produce.
Many farmers had begun to spe-
cialize by this time, planting.
mainly potatoes and onions in
response to a rapidly increasing
demand.

Successful as they were, local
farmers were at something of a |
disadvantage, having to accept
prices determined by a single
group of buyers.

The formation of the St. Mat-
thews Produce Exchange, operat-
ed by John Carr Fenley and

See page B-12
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has great historic significance

From page B-2
Robert Warner Hite, solved the
problem. In 1920 local farmers
produced 13 million pounds of
tatoes, earning about $1 mil-
ion the following year and be-
coming the “biggest potato ship-
ping point in the United States,”

Subdivisions bloom

Even as they prospered, how-
ever, farmers couldn't match the
money they could make selling
their land to developers anxious
to build subdivisions. A transfor-
mation had begun.

One by one, the farms were
sold for subdivisions that would
become the city of St, Matthews
when it was founded in 1950.
Twenty years later, the cily
boasle«i’ a population of 13,152,
Today's population is estimated
to be more than 16,000, making
St. Matthews one of the stale’s
largest cities,

The rapid expansion of resi-
dential development made Shel-
byville Road some of the most
expensive real estate in Kentucky
and turned the narrow old “pike”
into the concrete-and-neon retail
mecca that we know today.

The past remembers
There are, however, reminders
of the area's history, places where
trees and open spaces still can be
found. Perhaps one of the best is
Ridgeway, the handsome “Jeffer-
soman” house on Massie Avenue
congidered one of the finest exam-

ples of Federal architecture in
Kentucky.

It was built from 1816-18 for
Col, Henry Massie, an early sur-
veyor, whose wife was Helen was
a daughter of Alexander Scott
Bullitt.

The house, also described by
architectural historians as Jeffer-
soman, Early Classical Revival,
Roman Classicism and Jefferso-
nian Classicism, features the typ-
ical Jaffersonian hipped-roof,
along with two recessed connec-
tors with hipped roofs, false doors
and lunettes. It is strikingly simi-
lar to the William Morton House,
built in Lexington in 1810, and
Homewood, built in 1803 in Balti-
more, The four-columned Roman
portico, also typically Jeffersoni-
an, resembles that of nearby
Oxmoor - built in 1829 by
William Christian  Bullitt,
Massie's brother-in-law. The
main entrance, with its fanlight
lunette and sidelights, is in the
Federal style.

The original 434 acres — at the
time bounded by today’s West-
port and Brownsboro roads and
Chenoweth and Hubbards lanes
~ was divided among famil
members al Massie's wile's dea
in 1871. It was restored in 1985,

......

Sources for this article include "St,
Matthews: The Crossroads of Beargrass,®
by Samuel W. Thomas,; *Two-Hundred
Years at the Falis of the Ohio,” by George
Yater; “The Kentucky Encyciopedia,” “Ken-
St ews newspaper; "History
of Kentucky,” by Lewis Collins and Richard
H. Collins; "Antebellum Aschitecture of Ken-
tucky,” by Clay Lancaster, and “Jefferson
County: gumy of Historic Sites in Ken-

tucky,” by Efzabeth F. Jones and Mary Jean
Kinsman
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phete conrteny of DIEERTIE MANDIN
Martin‘s Food Store stood on the 3800 block of Sheibyville Road, where the prosent-day Voice-Tri.
bune and After Glow building stands. The store operated from 1928-59. Five generations of the
Martin family currently live in St. Matthews. Ube See, which is on the sign, was a brand of food
products,
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From spuds to duds and beyond

Growth of city as a shopping mecca was aided by railroads, family-owned businesses and malls
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Cookes, Schuetzes realized
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Plebe's, (ivorpe Wurster epeaod
St Matthews Hardwarw, the
arva's first hardwnre store, in

The vogue Theatro closed
and has remained vacant
since 1996,

1921, and opecated it ustil his
death 20 years later. Wurster's
beakkoeper, Guorge Hammer,
ook over the business before sell.
ing it n 1940 % s s, current
ownar Pela Hammer, wha hnv
made the stern's t

Theenbury launched in the swid-
15508 as a bieycle shop, soon
mushroumed inlo 4 chain of 17
oy storss that dadighted both
chidren and

it

And J. Becon and Sean. later
Bacon's, cpaned the dosrs te its

ellmnllo lnrl store ie 1962,
later adding 2 third Sosr for Tar-
niture snd hame docor.

Like the sow-amply Bocea's,
the Vogne Thonter, & ond
vosaat since 1608, staads 28 a sad
raminder of its ax days i the
1940 and 19608, before meighber-
haod theaters gave way to hupe
sebarban elnsma comploaes.

hanmer o damiliar gyrbol @ Sl
Motthows residints,

The Eline fareidly has alw fig:
prominantly i the bomimess
humy of St Matthews, from
ng J. Elise’s urly Vtml
'La‘ Mb]v\lll

mdnu.ul wed eoltirmar-
cul devalepmants, o Eline Real-
1y, which was launched in 1912
and still is active today.

But others disappear

Bt ever the yeary m- old
fl.ihar samm have disa
from the St Matthews pa
Zehoder Brothars Crasmery has
mad way Sie !lur‘u Tevern, and
W'Ma Casthe Jon ook aver

\he space vthon [ m!ud Ol

aervice stathn anes sieod.

Tharnlvery Toyn. which Jomes

Mh

its first heeme in !ha Laxingten
Rond srip center 40 0 pew com-
plex at the corner of Sholbyville
Rosd and Thicrman Lane in
1968, and faally to Cxmenr Cen-
berin 16854

ning wars
[n bis beok, Themas mealls &
thut peeced-

way down Bhelbtyville Road,

o And bat

Thomar sald Ne i Ssught
Sheltowmile Road u. fannog
traffic enngatios on

the slready.
bruny atreot, and it took several
tries for developars Lo wia pl-n
ning aod sorsng npmd the
Al conter, he sasd
_ Oner completed, hawever.
Shelbyiile Road Plaxs enjo;
strong success until the develop-
ment of nearby malls drew oﬂ'
Lasinessns and customers, mw
Themos. The 15TR epenin
Hawley-Cooke  Basksel ﬂ:
Bevathod new e (ado the center,
and a recent facnlifl in 0 procamor
te furiber planned renovations,

malls

While St Mottkews hod Jong
boon o retail enntar, shopping
changed farever in 1902 when
Mall St. Matthows epened the
tn s $10 million, 40.4lare,
all ir coaditisned compiex. 3t was
socn follzwed by Oxmoor Center
and tha two malls bave continued
to competo for curtoreers and

talter yman

ta.
at does the futere hold?
Enrlior this summer, J|
51 Matihews asd Oxmose Com.

tar, following close oo the hoels of
majer removations, announced
pluna far further wy; wn and
mujor sew slores, ng littla
doubt about the l‘uluu ef St

Matthews as Jeffermon County's
l“' cenloe,

Jim’s Body Shop flourishes

In 1966, Elmar E Keolin and
Frod J. Wolf stacted an suto

struetion, baving 1,000 squere
fiwt of woek “vmhhau' of the
ade of woed and the bal.

;
Ei
H
E
1
?

u-hﬁul( eade 1o arest
# now bl d'm’ avwnd the old
wooden sh 1 tonk about fedr
months te build Lhe =ew britk
building.

The busiouss Nourished

Uincluding the Kna in

unldly for the next 10 years
Then 2oro again, we rakived we

‘rad & need for meen spose
& L:&lﬂy q;:, in 1969, we
und & peefect ploce just nerses
the railrond trocks, at 141 St
Matthews Avn, We purchnsed
and built sur current facility to
M ver growing besi.

Aloo; the way, Pred retired
and my sons, Tors and Mok, whe
are graduates of Trisily High
Sehool, jossed mo an partners in
1he business.

This year we'll meach our S4¢h
yuar of continuour aute body
work in St. Matthows, as Jim's
Body contisues to speraty
\vm. a Staff of wight Fouple.

mily
Eimeor. Toes and Mark.



The Voice-Tribune, August 16, 2000:

Welcome to the Arch L. Heady-Cralle
Crescent Hill Home

*REUIEVING THE BURDEN

Thete azre many reasons that
familes deade o prearrasge
their funevaly, but the reason
we hear mosd often is @ jus
makes it s moch easier on the
loved ones left beband

Play nowW Zives your
"mlynn:ngp" of knowing.
Knowing what you wasied,
knowing what is 10 be done,
wven knowing what to spend
avolds indecision aesd possible
disagreements,

Too olten, we se Lasnilien
left uninformed and il-pre-
pared e face the 50 or %o deal
sions that have o be made
whem a death cocurs. We
encourage you 10 act now to
“pest your house i order” in &
relaed unhusriod way.

Residence of N.C. SHOUSE, 2120 Frankfort Ave.

For those who are not members of Walsst Street

The nase was changed 10
awarwe of ot hustory, Jet us Baptist Church and served on

Arch L Heady & Son Faneral

THE WAY YOU WANT I

Preplanning allows people
10 ke certain washes known,
10 the great coasdort of their
koved ones. You can make the
service u sedlection of your per-
somal chalces, whether 8 be
choosing the flowers, musi,
Lavorite readiegs, of suming a
specal persom to secite a posts
or sory, Although it be a
sad tiene, preplanning sBows
the service to be a pes-
sosul cnlebeation of the bfe
hved.

At Awch L. Heady-Cralle,
we offer a free planning ser-
vice to help your fasaly make
thae diciiemy ahead of time
When these dedsions we com-
plind, & permanest record s
placed n our liles and will be
there for your famuly when
noeded.

Why Pre-Plan?

* HEDCE ON INFLATION

e hem toda
and i t b ¥,
'\rthwl.‘ “?lmd_\'
guamnlee the service you
select at so additional cost
whenever neoded.

We offer many comvenient
interest - froe plass bo meet any-
o'y income needs. When yon
call. ask about our child-
grandchild protection plan

if you would be interested
In talking with a counselor,
please call us m 5968921,

The NISRON of the Asch L
Heady Cralie Coracert H40 Home

Bebars, o the tiewe of sod ader 1he
donx of 3 bowed One by ofiering
e e combmiade drrenpherc
wilh, braraded grabie, canng pes-
sormel vebo wew wllg and
wudiled to g s sevond il &
Fruvade wreice sbove and beyoed
e catd o duty

share some with you. several boards, inchuding the

2 Hoene. s the imeerest of pre.
old Highlands Hospstal The

serving our hentage, we are

We are Jocated at 2428 Herbert Cralle, Jr. family were  now kanown ax the Arch L.
Frankdon Avenue, with & por-  active members of Crescent Husdy-Cralle Funeral Flome
taom of our basildieg, being the  Hill Baptes Chusch,
residence constructed by the We comtinue fo be operated
Newton Comads Showse fami- Mr Cralle Se remained by professional cazing person-

active untll about 1955 when
huis son Hetbert C, Cralle, Jr,
took over complele operabon,
having worked with his
father foe a time

ly. I the entryway you can
still see the columns from the
original Shouse home! The
Crescent Hill Baptsst Chusch
was founded in this building
while the Shouses still ived
here

mel. Ouar diredors bave moee
thas 50 years” experience
with Heady-Cralle deakng
with people of all s, faths
anil types of mends

Me and Mrs, Cralle Sc.
died im 1960, Herb Cralle Jr

2428 Frankiont Avenue is 2
lovely facility with live visita

In 1951 the building was took over the home and bullt  tios rooms and a chapel
bought by Herbert C Cralle,  on his fsther’s beginning entil sccommodabing approsimue-
S¢. whare he opened the Iis death in 1967, Over the ly 200, all tastefully decorased
Herbert C. Cralle Puneral ywars the home had severnl and Gesigned to provide com

Homve. The Hest service was
held oo May 31, 1931

owners, Inchadisg Ed Hillock

foet for your famaly during an
and Sam Portex

uncasy tune

Me and Mrs, Cralle bved
above the funeral home. As
famalies began to use the
hoane move, they expanded
and in 1950 a chape] was
added to the Shouse house

n 1984 Arch [ Heady and
San pusnthased the business.
They nemodeled the home,
wdding, a larger chapel, addi
tiosal visiting rooms, a
lounge, a showroom and
parkang

Adler the loss of yous loved
one, our staff can belp you
dual with Sockl Secanty, file
insuance classs fur yos and
pravide advece in doaling
with financial matiers. A
natary public is avadable to

The Cralles were koog-time aseledt you

Pholos fmm “Beautiful Crescest Hill"
Courtesy of Crescest Hill Community Council

ARCH L. HEADY-CRALLE FUNERAL HOME
2428 Frankfort Avenue

Louisville, KY 40206

Phone: (502) 896-8821
Staff: Gregory A. Robertson, David Hadfield, Glenn Crabtres, Sue Juett
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For land’s sake
Tony Eline left farming for more lucrative real estate business, and it still is going strong
By SIDNEY W. ELINE JR
Eling Reatty Co.

Has real estate changed in St
Matthewa? Now, that's s wide-
open question. In yust the shert 35
years [ have lived in the St.

tthews area and rased three
thildren. | have seen many
changea, We have all read many
storias about the parly days of St
Matthews, St. Matthews is not
just one of those communities
that popped up in some cormfield
but had its start when Indians
stell were hunting and living in
the nrea, This iz & community
where you can live some of the
history by just reading street
signs such as Rudy Lane, Hub-
bards Lane, Elina Avenoe, Cheno-
weth Lane, Nanz Avenue and
many others. Even today you can
find descendants of these early
famihes still hving in the area.

Development begins

By the Civil War, the Indian:
were gune und farmers were in
contrel of most of the land Near
the end of the century, farmers
found out some of the city folks
wanted to own small tracts of
tand. Farmers could make more
by selling pars of the family farm
than growing potaloes

My xvnhgg(hm‘. AJd “Tony”
Eling, found out fn 1813 that he
could make more by selling real
estate than working on the family
farm A few venrs later he found
out he could sall Mede! T Fords
out of his barn, Land still was
cheap by todny's standard, $100
o $500 an acre

Along with several other devel.
opers. Tony Eline started develop-
ieg a subdivision in the St
Matthewn area. This was despite
the fact that several friends teld
him he wae a bit crazy 1o =2l
building lots way out there i St
Matthews. Perhape these were
the same ones who told him no
one would buy his cars when he
butlt the first part of the buildin
on Frankfort Pike that woul
become a very successful Ford
deslership in downtown St
Matthows Startiog in 1918, he
built the dealership building,
adding ento it 1n 1923 Todsy that
building 15 the base for the St
Matthews Station shopplag cen-
ter at Shelbyville Koad and
Breckenndge Lane

Depression hits

Most of us know that money
was really fiowing in the 1920, 80
Tony Eline started buying up
land west of Brackinndge Lane to
develop severel subdivisions
Salet of homes and lots went
‘{.:’J'x well unti! the Depression of
the early 18308 In order W get
peopls to came out to the develop
ment, there would be an auction
of lots on woekands. However, in
order to get the people there, Mr
Eline weald hawe o deawing for a
$50 gold piece after the sale of
three lots This worked, and many
lots were sold for as much as 3500
asch. As the depression waned,
poople started moving out east
aguie. Eline Kealty Co. was again
develeping farmiand and bm?slr
homes. At that time, one coul
parchase a very nice three-bed.
room, two-bath home for §10,000

-

A homae in the Hycliffe neighborhood In 1937,

with the GI Bl of Rights, which
enabled Gls to obtain loans
with very Litthe money down. The
building boom was building up
steam and more and morn farm.
land was disappearing in the East
End to subdivisions,
The 1860s would see a lot of
rth for St. Matthews Many
glr::tom like Bacon's and Sears
came to the area. The city of
Loutsville looked east to grab
more land and St. Matthews
became & city and tried to fight off
the big guy from the west but lest
many blocks of good tax produc-
ing homas and businesses to Big
Brother Lowisville.

Eline dumps GM

General Motors told my grand-
father that his dealership in the
heart of St. Matthews was old-
fashioned, n used car lot was
acroas the sireet and new cars
were stored on the second floor,
Thoy said, "Mr. Eline, St
Metthews is moving out Shel
Lywille Road, you should be out at
least as far 8s Hubbards Lane ™

Tired of GM telling him how to
run his business, he put up &
hulding near Hubbards Lane and
sold his Chevrolet dealership 1o a
new tenant, Pendecgrass 0-
et The old Chevy budlding would
become home to Eline Realty Co
and several other businesses.
Land that could have been pur-
chased for $500 an acre would
new bang in $5,000 for the build-
ing of homes. Homes in St
Matthews' many subdivisions
could be purchased anywhere
from $11,000 for a nice bungalow,
10 18,000 for a three-bedroom,
two-bath home with a basement.

Housing patterns

By the early 1560s, land and
homs prices were somewhat sta-
ble Moat of the homes on Frank-
fort Avenue bad given way to
apartment buildings or steres.
You could purchase & three-bed-
room, one-and-a-half-bath home
on Ormond Road for $14,560
Watserson Exgmaﬂuy was built
and it set a ical baundlzuln
the growth . Matthews. Out-

side of the expresaway, several
large subdivisions and buildings
were bein{dplm«! and started
People could now purchase homes
in the Hurstbourne or Plainview
areas for up to $40,000. As these
more expensive developments
were started, home prices in St
Matthews started to slowly rise.
Nothing much exciting took
place in the bousing market dur-
ing the '80s. You still could pur.
chase o three-bedrocen, two-bath
home in & nice area for under

phetor ssermey of ELNGE FEALTY OO

the '80s, home sales in St.
Matthews for the most part were
under $100,000. Commercial land

rices were going crazy. Why?
Not that much land for commer-
cial development. One corner lot
i St. Matthews sold foc $300,000
and then was resold a few
months later for $576,000, with
the building being torn down for

& Now ane.

Bl¥ in "90s
he 18808 would bring the

$20,000. Home mortguge interest biggest changes for St. Mat! ;

rates could still be gotten for six
peroant.

Prices double

By the mid-70s it would take
$45,000 to $50,000 to purchase &
family-size home in St. Matthews.
What happened? We had a war in
Vistnam and then we had the ail
shortage and inflation aboundad
New homes were coating more to
build, thus the used housing mar-
ket started to jump. People were
doubling the prices of their
homes in less than 10 years
Interest rates sturted to chimb as
high as 8 percent. The govern-
ment decided the sconomy was
moving too fast and by 1878
there was a recession, with inter-
est rates s high as 17 or 18 per-
cent. The government lowered
rates, ail became cheaper and
people were moving out east, as
for as Middletown and Prospect.
Interest rates dropped 10 8 per-
cent agwin, Poopls wantad newer
and bigger houses.

Entering the '80s, you still
could purchase very nica homes
in St
$60,000. As home prices on the
West and East coasts began to go
crazy, this trend slowly moved
our way. Mortgage rates still
were low and there were many
new ways to fimance o home,
some plans required no down

ayments. The commonweaith of
r(mwck) got into the home mort-
business with the Kentucky
miu Mlg'f:f low-inccane
families. Since t : ;;nsu!otol
easy maney around, home prices
wers on the rise. Until the end of

Matthews for under |

Many of the biggest retailers
w move out and several new
retaiders would build mega-stores
on former vacant land. 100-

Open for business

Aa more people were moving to
St, Matthows, many new busi.
nesses were being added to the
anea. Schools, churches, hardware
slores, and yes, several donking
establishments, were being built.
Prior to World War II, most fami.
lies hud o have at least 40 to 50
percont of the purchase prce of
tho home as the down payment
and no homa loans were longer
than 15 years, many boiny only 7
12 years. Then aguin interest
rates were around 2 parcent.

Something big was in stoce for
8L Matthews following the 1937
floed of Lowaville, A ot of Ffaomi-
lies were housed in bomes and
buwldings in St. Matthews during
the flood. The second Noor of
Eline Chevrolet Co. housed dis-
placed fumilies foc weeks after the
Dood. Many of those people real-
ized the East End had remained
high and dry. Thess people want-
od to live lv the East End, and
therafore they started coming
east faster than ever before. Then
we became involved in n small
ovent ealled WWIL, Home build-
ing camo alingst to o halt. Build-
ing materinls became very hard to
corae by, Homes that had sold for
$7,000 to $8.000 bofore the war
wero selling for up to $14,000 dur-
ing the war, This was very unusu-
al, because before the war you
would almost never mako a profit
selling your home,

Post-war boom

WWII ended and many of the
returning Gls needed u place o
live. The government came up
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Tony Eline left farming for more lucrative real estate business, and it still is going strong

Eline's Garage in the early 1920s.

acre horse farm on Breckinridge
Lane would sell for $4 million, By
the late 1990s it would become
very hard to find a home for sale
under $100,000 in St. Matthews,
Many investors were grabbing up
homes to renovate them and turn
a quick $15,000 Lo $30,000 profit.
You could place a four- to eight-
unit apartment building for sale
on Friday and have four full price
offers by Saturday morning. Most
of those buildings would sell for
up to $190,000.

The St. Matthews area would
never be the same again. Finding
affordable housing would be a
thing of the past. Many couples
buying homes for the first time
would have to get help from fami-
ly members to purchase their
first home. Banks were building
bigger buildings to handle all the
customers. The last vacant land
on Shelbyville Road would disap-

For land’s sake

pear, the greenhouses on Hub-
bards Lane gave way to Kroger
and other shops, Two new Wal-
green's opened, hospitals were
growing, car dealerships heading
east, many changes to the good
old St, Matthews area.

What's in store

And what does the future have
for us? If the trend continues,
most homes will be selling for
$200,000 and higher. We will see
the return of the small mom and
pop store that gives service
and perhaps we might even get
streetlights on Shelbyville Road.
As homes become more expen-
sive, a lot of retired people will be
staying in their St. Matthews
homes, getting the mortgage paid
off and seeing their children
move out, perhaps to other homes
in the East End, St. Matthews
will stay an upscale city.

In January 1957, the 3900 block of Shelbyville Road

.
-t
FIS0aing woukt not S10p St Mathews tesidents HOm trying to trmeed by cie O July B 1935, 10
ALP Super Markot. The marset is 0cined whsts Suegiass Bresing Co. D06 SIS,

 featured

Stone Studio, which sold Jewelry and picture frames, a show-
er store, a Frigldaire refrigerator shop and an auto loan store.

St. Matthews Station stands there today.
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Thornbury’s bikes, toys remembered for personal service
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Thornbury’s Toys
fo
Kentucky Farm Bureau

s KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU

104 Browrs Lane » 5931877
FACOUN ¥ ans. 559
AT, HOME LINE, BUSINDSS, MEALTH A
LONG TERM CARE #efa AN E

CALL M NCAY

Unele Jum banght the space,
Iwresung the fosagy. froes 3 000
%0 12000 v Added xpumn prv-
Vo] T3¢ o wxpanrded bk wet
Vioh ewales And warshrew

¢ =wa” ry ol
\hn Ht Matchews and Oy
ot gralind sslowers and reta i
bumtees (o (1 okl ond of Shel-
trenille ¥nad and Tharsbucs's

Legan ta Yool the strais. Une oy
e, the Theentury sntelliten

) e Imgas &
ﬂis’m et |
L ~ % Gone but not
'y = Failalul eoployer Chock
' Davis bosn sad ferth

balween slores (u Loaavills
Chnck begas workieg of Thern-
busy's afer rervire o Leansvile
frars Now York, His nestdsar
neghbors suaged e Ozsoer
Thernirary's whire be wohad for
Lwo years, From [$8L.85 bw
worked o U Shalbyvile Rowl
Docabions weel ahea apenst Mrne live

Tharndaky's canliveed cxpard
g Laeisei¥e with stoews I
JelTersm wad Bavilerd Manar
L B T
They ahm cpened slares i Alsko-
oo Mg ool Mocida They
Wty whleg sie 0o dezhion par
il

7

et o b Lrsamr
W wanih) stbok bgrider”

Lot o rules ﬂnrahu\
mers Hion o faraldy ©

Daxis chowe Lo extuen 4 the
Haaibywills Haad stors sndl the
l-mly ik 3tmasphers o

Nave cgund et
In takag aver e feba

My rech eversouty atw
cane se the Shalbynille Rasd
=oro e Mllny Caand
wral Mhad G5 worvice,” uJ

“IU e parcess (e
(roes the old atsrw cora e with
Ui Rids wha ars bragicg «@

et e v, ™ ENevie 2

Sat Aug 194« A1 Themas Recreation Bowl
Mt Swrfing, KY @ 6:00pm
Fi, Aug 25th = North Hardin
Jonabeg Fleld/THS@ 7:30pm
Fri, Sept 1at = Eastern High School
Fastern Migh Scheol @ 7:30pe
11, Sepr & » Butler High School
Aatler Hhigh Schood @ 7-30pm
Fri, Sept 156 » Semaca High School
Aising Field/THS @ 7-30pes
Fii, Sept 22nd « S, Xavier
fopo johwe Cordingl Stodism @ 8-90pm
Fri, Sept 794 ¢ Fern Creek
Forn Croak High School! @ 7:30pm
Fri. ©ct 13 * Southern High School
Southern Migh Schood @ 7:30pm
Fri. Gct 20k » Ballard Migh Scheol
Jowsing Fietel/THS © 7:30pm
Fii, O 276« Jefforsontovwn High School
Jassivg Find/THS @ 7-30pm

-
1]
|}
I
I
|

CLIP - N - SAVE THESE WJIE SPORTS SCHEDULES

. e

#i, Aug 18t » Shownee @ Atherton
fri, Aug 25t + DeSales @ Holy Cross
Fil, St 14« Centrol @ Wogguener
fn, Sept Bf + Fairdale @ Valley
171, Sept 1 5th = North Bullist @ droquois
i, Sept 220d * Jefforsoatown @ Fern Creek
f1i, Seet 290 » Manval @ Do
The, Oct 58 » Western & Moora
frr, Oct 13 « Male & Ballord
Fri, Oct 20th » Southern @ Seneca
i, Oct 274 « PR.P. @ Butier

ALL GAMES KICKOFF “UVE” @ 7:30pm
cnd will be
RE-BROADCAST

o
SpoctsRadiob8 WIIE AMGED

app. 10-00pm ware night game s phoped

- o ] -

e - 2 7 7 7’ 1 1t . 51 o ]
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By MARY CALDWELL
Siwt Coumnist

Twas 2 W ifhen, Two
vatarana back from Warld
looked to Ih!m,udlhou‘nn
por. Bt sty compeeatia
per, But family mpwwll i
and financal reality sent
Lamaossn bock to hs desk ot
Locisville Tissas and Jis Cald-
well 16 the WAVE-TV newsrosm,
loaving The CourterJournal to
fomvd for isell.

Hut someane slse thought it
wns a great idoa, tog, had the
wharewithal 1o start Tha Vaics,
the Yeetory of which you will find
elsewhere in these plm The
new &g:v was A prat o
Uhe -richly eadowed
per Seld. The demise of The m
ald Post wome yeurs earlior had
Ieft 2 hele in the mmumm
10 mention the palitical and
emLupnnr it folding luft i ity
waks,

Two great

Bul theen was Lalunt apleaty
much of it over o
and Libeety 10

ther steangthun the t
newspapnrs, The C-J ha
national reputatien, but it was
The Times that covered local
news. It was lively with creativ
fea uvlb-r dall, 1
ly h-u that the
“mum the cash cow
of the Dingham sewspapers, a
madum backed up by & slightly

al‘ Barry Bingham Jr. best
thisg The CaurierJourasl hax
%n- for it s The Lowisville

Filty yeors ogo, tho two sows-
’.r. b lhn ondconced al
Sl reodway, served the
l.mnmm ares areund the dock,

ned \mllnﬂ

| el
the

coursge, bat peer in fnancisl
resourses. its demise was wniy
lamented, even amoeg
cans, wharm Barry dali

d in
was a2 lovahle
to the max, and a

1 Friend.

The l.uuv-llr Defonder, a

, W in servisg

lnunh‘n He

community was sorewhat mm
in the llngbun papers. The
Defeade is atil o v entity
in the aren, while the Gannets-
owned CeurorJournal has
incronsnd its own coverage of
minerities te a ulnrhblo

varies from 2,500 u 8,700,
Y':lllll Bach s director of news
an

Thw Voios of 5t Matthows tock
beld in the East Bnd, offering
some tasty ‘K'IQ!;“’DBQ’I an

;' fed o hunger foe social news that

* missson of more balanced and
tic amall d; Omeapital D

Pressing on

Louisville area is rich with newspapers, talented writers, new publications, despite TV, radio competition

The Courser-dournal and The |

Times had nbondoned in their
was, is, and evermore shall be,
ohwitus) covernge.

wval

The rum! of faraly

wm"mhlhm my, a fom- eoaerd

permeated the l{
in IBK ilﬂmhlm (3
wax, in fact, Ju?
when Bmghlm Jr. an
‘lnhnlh gathersd Lhu stails
tn makn it officinl: The
C 'Hmu hn beea sold to
n 3¢ mome than
smo million. H was o tidy sum
indeed, perhaps not encugh o
amooth the ruffied fu ihers of
same lamily members, but it put
an end, ot loast g‘dy. o the
wnnduu

hwulhllhmdd’lhem
derful Kentucky ﬂuvw of lhe
pagers, as evidenced by the
ol-tomm ownery Ellil'-modﬁ'-

 hortzon in 1990 whe
. smath, luwyp}nnl)mh'ml

actars of Kentucky's regions,
which makes the commonwealth

many dv

BusiNess First

top slots with G editors
from other eities, Through se
lauk of theit own, they scarcely
I:-':;_ m“w‘:m-woe *Ver-
sal tth ar no mpprecia-

tises of the likas of Chan-
dkr Gume Pmnlef gigan-

bunﬂumym
mw&odut.lmumhehud
by Carla Sue Broackar,

deadlines and eon- 3

umnd until the Red Flash hit the
stroets, just before the morming
g started ity run.
In addition, The Courer had &
statewido orroaiations
nd influsnce pecoss the Bloe.
grass that roflected it. Both
Frankiny, yowitr-

ora Indians and Washingion

Birat-eute bunsaus. Those wizw the N

dayx, my frimd,

Weeklies abound
There were sther voices out

apers (mn An‘ woal,
arry's sadny Kontucky
drgve the Bi

ng-
hams to distraction, and they
later hired him thunlvu-
Barry's paper was rich in wit,
omenness and sametimes faoliah

tic ap
nndu‘mbyh and Mar-
low Cook; the ins outs of the

schoal bunnl contreverkins,

| l eunuhhnn of 15,000, Kal

ot fikded aftar 2 firw

for preetipous pobo chsewhere.

T‘b'zh Kall pleaded with
L I,
tbepmnm’;lhummnd

- L

Heoadway to pat out & weakly -

bum sartion. lh arguments .5

. could 20
ts take llw vlup bat R:lly b~

wak right He et

to put Business ?lnl on m

madia map. The paper atill is

thriviag 18 yvare later, under the

uidnnu of Carole Timmons
amhm‘l’ho\'m) vm.h

- nﬂeluuhnn

A new foce lppuud on the
0 Joha Yar-

firet cate writer with & frst-rate
mind, had the L ides of miart-
ing anothes WG

Hie sarlier magazine,
ville Teday, deIio sacovasful vl-tll
runders and quite p«hwwn
could not compete mth
fimanced L

: ington
Leader. Tt tosk up the slack in

well. "tate coverage when The C.J

and is sow —alnq

Undawnted, Yarmuth called
together o fow of his friends,
Densy y Sa

e aroads in the Louisville

However, it is dauth that
Herald.

-Laader USA Today o
The New York Times will ever
m:lly replace The ?)ﬂ despite

and ynur wrru undent. both
from the

""m& at the Umwrouy of
Lewigville, & radio host and foe
mar -«u- eritic for thc Bing-
bams, and seid, in offect, *“Writs
whatevar you want to wnite once
I-uk nndvn'nwcut-md
paper.” Rick Hineaid took carw of

the nuts and bdh ard John's pro-
ject, the Louisville Eccentrie

, o LEO, with the later
addsticn of Blanche Kitchen ns
publisher and many, many fine
new, young, freah writers, has
Bourished.

Some cler o were herri.
fied at the “dirty” sds, but the
law prosected and the main-
stream press has long sioce car-
riod much of Lhe sams advertis-
ing material, ahocking er nat.

Herald moves in
T\'sere are new M lmln.-
P - the Yellow
?n i thm: wre charch-
ated qrmulnrli-in. threw-

Gannwit bas mda Bt you may
ke sare that The Voice.
LEO, Bueviness First and The
Horald- Leader will got their
whare of readers and

And that's a gosd thing
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By JM CALDWELL
Stall Comespendent

Whea ;uuhok mﬂwc?on
in broadeasting in the Lowville

markel aver B past 0 ywary, it
is mot jwat growth you wen, Ity
mare Hie an e
In 2950 there were only two
television stations on (he wir
(WAVE and WHAS), reachin,
auly & fow thousand sets an:
ined Jeon thee $1 el
Ilon in annual sdvortivieg rev-

Todm thece are L0 TV sta-
tions, with estimated somhined
nnu-l nwumu of some $100

ly overy honsshold
hun ma o foar sets.
In addition, theee arn 45 catin

e::ul-lu, plus the 10 lom;'.'v
chasnels, covering everything
from Business to p!l Cnatmly
came to Lawawilie in 1380, bel
already it bhaa 201400 sub-
scribars and 3111 millon in
annual revenues.

In 1560, there weee 10 radlo
atations om the air (I’AV!
WHAS, WINN, WKYW, WGRC,
WKLO, WHAS-FM, WFPL-FM,
WERXW-FM and WEBOX M) with
ot ad rovenow loss than §2 mil-
Hien, Mogt radise ween in homem
azd ami?nly \um;‘:n

tstaning ay
(harn sre 40 radio slaticos o the
Lovisville marknt (14 AMs, 2
M} with comb unnua' od

It’s up in the air

Radio, TV, cable, satellne and Internet change communication business and there s probably more to come

1nd 16 ntw por markee. Here's the
Ilmnp rhronnlmully sinte

WAVE-TV: Went an the nir
Nov. 34, 1842, ca Channel 5 al

and Deeadway,

tha late Nathan hrdm
the Darby (locsl, live) in 1049,
natinnal network cable did not
amve until (030, Was thes, snd
wtill is, an NBC affiliste, Switched
R s 1883

oved to new
and Jacch n 1808, -h-mu-ml
is lecatad. When Georgn Nerton
died in 1964, his widow, Jane
Morton Norten, bacaste board
¢chasreman, Memny Norten

\WAVE radtio mace its dabus I 1533 and shared an office with
the TV station unkil the radio station was sold to Henson

Broadcasting In 1932,

WXYW, an all mssic indepen-
dont ewsed by Stove Cialer, had
bean on the air one yoar, on
Walnut near Fifth

Also in 1850 Lawisville got its
ot public eadis station, whea
Mayor Chnrln Flrmlay ut
w FM on the is
ters stead for Yrm Public
Library,” its loeatisa, It pro-
rrmrr»d aris and culture and
nllr)uned NPR (Nationa) Puble

Programming
Huvnu—-nﬂheradanv-

yevoees of being el to a Carolina
mligieus groop. The WAVG eall
Jattars were maved o what had
Bown WXVW, Musical chaire!

The radie exploson comtinued
thraugh the H0s, Ths, '80s and

Wow - meatly in Ihefundh ol FM,
with its purity of signal that
anh; mumic. FM now bas T8

peroent ed‘ 1he l.mmvnll- radis
2udience, AM gradually moved to
1alk, news, sports and servicas
sueh ax wenther and troffie

reparts.
Today Losuvlle’s 40 radie sta-
m-sbtwldnm\dlh-nlnmv-

sles of sheut 350 mullion.

The comman denominatar of
all thege systeme - radio, TV,
cable ~» Change of vam-
mhw. call lettars, program fee-
mals, networks, lochotlogy, you
same it, With help from staticn
broker d Henson and Francis
Nash's broadeast “Towres
Over Kestucky,” we'll rus
Usreugh this litany of chasge,

Radio was first
Firm, endia, singe il'y the eld-

LU
in 1830 the two majee staticn
awnors were Barry Disgham,
awner of WHASAM, WHAS-FM,
WHAS-TV and The Couriar-Jour-
nal & Louwiswille Times, and
George W, Norton, ewner of
WAVE, WRXW.FM and WAVE-
TV, WHAS, afilaated with CBES,
had beem on the sir sénce 1922,
WHAS.FM mines 1045, WAVE
wmant na the aim o 1900 WRXW
FM in 1947, Both FMs nired clas-
sical music. WHAS was lecated ot
Sixth asd Deoadway, WAVE o
Preston and Breody

gram & istian sta-

hosnd in L e im
the $850c

Notwork soap epurax Nora
Drake, Wendy Warren, The
Hrighter Day, The Second Mrs,
Duries, Kiag's Raw, The Deetor's
Wik, Five Star Mstines, and One
Man's Faemily.

Whan the soaps switched to
TV, network radie turned to
!oully newscasis atd magneise
farmats such ne MONITOR.

Lotal radio programming
gradually became built areusd
mu‘m serws, aparts, S jockeys

WKLQ had Beecher Frank,
from *Kanch House”™ remoles.
WHAY kad Handy & Cactes, Jim
Waltea, Millan Matz, Cawsod
Ludford, Fred Wicke, Wayne
Perkay, Gary Burbask and
Iﬁ-men WAMZ hod Coyote Cal

WA\'F had Fastor Bevaks, Pee
Weo King, Pat NMurphy, Art Met-
slor. Jos Flescher and the prowo

"abulo Bl
Livingston Gilbeet, Bild
Gladdan, Kd Kallay and Ryan

Kay

WRGC, o Mutusl affiliate
ownnd by the Harris family asd
Porter Smath, and Jocated in the
Kestucky Home Life Building,

bees on the air sinc 1956
Ite ¥M nhumn wis WBOX (for

“Massx: B
WINN, ovwd the Baw
I‘amﬂy af DI]!-I‘I“' r\KC
Mliate Jecated oo “Alnul near
ﬂnrﬂ hasd been ca the it twe
yoars

.c m*"l‘b"

“The

Ctier et

In 1853, U, Lowisville's
first black-geogrammed station,
ﬂnlnh-trmdvhﬂ&m
mers' guidance, WHOX Slded and
went off the mir. [n 1854, Nartca
give WIXW Lo the liboary, whaew

Gurdon MoLendoo of
t WGRC aad sonverted it to
hmmltu ﬁul'roow"

:IELO shartly

huma 'l‘op 40 oo, sad the two
Wtations wost huxd-(o-head fur
the teen-age and young adulit
medicnce for serme 16 yeors

Ia 1877 WHAS-FM became
WAMZ, sad has since been
Louiswille's top.rated coustry
e aten. 1o 1964 WINN was
sold an hn.ml‘l.b\' program-
* Tws years
latar W u.\s and WAXZ were
seld o Clear Chasnd Broadeast-

ing of Toxas

Multiple changos
I= ll?t!ﬂeWA\'E sod b Henssn
Browd call Jettors

9
on WAVE-TY honuo by
announc

spons director and

or Ed Kaloy.

and the
cheoged o WAVG, T 1956 it was
wold to WLEY-TV and became ali-
nows WLEY-FM, tut is (a the

tiope, 2 peapel, 5 nuwaltalk, 6

ABC.TV stor Diane Sawyer
slarted out a8 B WLKY
Sanatiiar st
TWoamer gin. -

csuntry mask, ose classoal and
12 mincallanesus musse (sddis,
adult, jazsz, ste ) AL 2
106,
ares an lu~

Major news
alition: the Iate Lmnpton
Gilbars, Jackie Mays, weather.
men Tom Wills and Jobn Belski,
wportseaster Beb Demine, Sald in
ms ta Cosmas Brondeasting of
Girwanville, SC
WHAS-TV: Weat on air March
1950 st The C< Building, Sixth
and Broadway, on Chansel 3,
\hc Inm Vie Sheh-
Swtel te Channel 11
{Cable 4) Oﬁ Anlly « CB8
afBlinte, switched 0 ABC in
1990. Moved in 1986 to new
beilding at Sixth and Chestnut,
whers it atill is becatod. ol In
1986 ta Providencn Joarnal for
$82.7 million, ressld in 1986 10
Belo Commsnicatiens, Chiaf
¢hanty: Crvnh for Children,
mﬂy with WHAS Radio wince
2. (Majer news personabities
Ow; , Malisas Swun,
wratharcasler Baih Asdrews.)
WLKY-TV. Went on air in
1861 on Channel 22 {Cable 8),
leeal hended

by
tho Inte Oripinall
-ABCuMHﬂ.nwhodbCB‘sz

& z

IM mow ABCTV ﬂ.u Major
perssasiities: Liz Everman,

Vv:h Darkh Rick Van Hw

MMM

More new stations
WDRA-TV, Went on air in

m’ll is Iu%&u i 1977 to
n 1984 % Toledo Biade. Juined
Fext solwark in 1984, Has u wark.
ing arrangement with W¥TE
Channel 58 W show simn mevins
and sgorts mD:: le news

The lste Pete French was an
announcer for WHAS radio.

nai Channel 14, FBS affiliated,
lacated at 4309 Bishop Lane,
Originally went on oir in 0
the litenry station WFPK-TV, In
1967, operated by Jefferson
County Pablie Sehools as an edu-
cational chanoel. Then operated,
1987 wntl 1959, ns 3 nsa-peofit
community station hhn aver
g
Lroul ith buj

mal, ¥ &"..‘I'u“&
as the uu PDS wtation im
Leuisvilie

KET24£8. (Calie 151 MMN
wnal Kentosky Educational
metwork station for Lewisvi
WEMJ Channe] 60. wisd an ﬂw
aicin 1970. When ook over
Chasnel 15 1 1988, WEMJ
becaree the sacondary PRS ta-
tioe in Locisvills, carrying some
PBS programming, tome from
other edoeati soarces. Hoth
atatlens are hasically pro-

1 by KET hesd

in Lewngien

Cable comes to town
In the 20 ywars cabls has been
in the Lowsville market, 1, like

broads b—hdn
Mp

1080 — ity Caly umu.
my.&amn county

1885 - Storer and Times.
Union beaght and shared city

and munty
19856 -~ (Docemb«l KKR
t both,

ma - TCI u.d Comesst

IQM qum itin
mﬁm by TCL and Kmehlm

.y
1997 - TCt it all.
4 1999 - IntarModia beught »
n

1594 ~ lmugm buth it all,
and has cartes from the dty of

Louierille, JefSerson County, and
aitiee on the Indiana side of the

Tver.
Insight Community Relatioms
Manager Reba Doutrick reports
that I} persent of all aren homes
that are socessible by cable now
have mble servion, Ninety par-
cent of lasight's revimne Ssmen
f,',“,,“ -70*1 annrcticn charpes
reat from advertimag,

Ar with broadoasting. calle's
operating prefits are & closely
guarded secree, Bet most agree
that mere of taday's brosdcnat
peodits come frem salo of the fasl-
ities than from eperating them,

New: Satellite, Internet
Two other growing tommuni-
cations madia are satallite, in
which the broadoast al goes
to hemes, and the Inter-
net, on which avery median
lno-n ts man now ka4 Web

And n anather a satel-
lite service will reach anvn-
linns, ut an sstimated $10 a
maonth charge, which will peovide
100 rodo channels direct to harmm

e ear,

As 1o bow many satellits and
Internet connections there are
now in ille area -« who

Mammvsmmlﬁlﬁuﬂoﬂmm

most of tholf carcers with WAVE. Pictured oslebrating WAVE-

TV's 10th anaiversary in 1958 were Bilf Glagden, left, Ea
Halloran, Livingston

Kallay, Ryan

Gibort and Bod Kay.

Eroups stay now own more than
cnn radio sation in o market,
ar Channel oow bas aight sta-

« five ¥M and thres AM -
under one reaf on Béshep Lane.
Bles Chy
AM, Cox ¥4, Salem

ious FNs, and

ack
WAVG

two reli-
son two
pol AMS. Only WTNT,
-nd WHEL are locally
ekl
Mot & 5 the trend o
wup hru‘cnhq iz pechaps
ibisc rship. It puts
WFPL, Vr?PK nd (Et of
L's classical mutic -t-uon) nll
FMs,na nva renoval
irg on P (.'huu-u\
and Broadway, WFPL, o Notional

Puliic Badio affiliate, speciatizes an

in Dews sed information. WFPK

plays jues tad “adult ierative®
s
Television on

TV statica ownery still are -

and

WFTE-TV. Wasl on ‘%r l;u
1904, licensnd to Salem, In

Lodfrd owner, o Channel

58 (Cable 10, UPN afihiate, rw

grama miscellaseous includisg

bas wix FM and one wresibog.

WEBNAV, Cranne 21 (Cable
21), on alr In 1986 swned by
Word Broadeasting of Bullitt
Caunty. PAX m-;{ religh

based . (Took over
defanct nsel 21, which had
been forfeitnd in 1954 by t3an

WELO-TY, which had it

six ranthy fiar fuiled — ahead of

its time in the UHY vpvdnn
which antesea.)

WWWB-TV. Chansal 34
(Cable T) WE Network. Warser
s wovies and petwerk

"TWCYS-TV. Chunnal 24 (Cabi
24). A low-power station pro-
gramming misoellancous and

"'m 130 The seig-

EMMETT C, RAMSER

4165 Westport R #4201
Lovigdia, KY 40207

KATE RAMSER-ELPERS

Ramser & Ramser
Certified Public Accountants
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Columnist revisits 50 years of the local ‘Social Side’

Hoppy 80th Birthday te The
Vouee!

Let'n walk through the secial
béatory of things minee its found.
iag in 149,

1 came te Loukswlle as a phe
tegrapher for The CounerJour-
nad in 1952, taking soclety pée.
tures and accvenpanylng the soei-
wly editaes of the day, # perhaps
this slory is sccurate in many

en  Burnolt, Marign
Greenn, Jean Kay, Boa Hwhnz
Helen Miteheli, Helen Leogal
and K.7. Smith were wriling
enlumes bopimsssy “Me. und M
Tobert M, Nash just rotarned
feom o vutatwn 12 Sea Ialand
with me Mar-
Emyt ond Kathr * Ono of ny
free-lnnce s wa

Thn»u?unng turkey (mode of
plasiesr) wosking
pogpe. Litlle did wo suapect that
Kathy would be a nationally
famsous zhel!

here frome Missiasippd, 1
falt st home with the gentesl]
Southern atmoaphers is Louis-

whopping
t st Stewart's Dry Goods
and Ealman’s, Little girla wemn
deessed in valvot l'rnrh with
white Inoe ooliare {and white
gloves) far church, Everyone
mode their ows mayonnasse at
home. Cowuntry ham was sorvad
with sld-fashiceed bestom Mscuits
ot Derbytima. A lady anly had her
named ueed sparingly in the
was Born,

dind.
Some of the Grand Dames
(whom | admired and lowed and

I Ida M, Theempeos,
o u- rden and support the
Caly t ouse;

Hnmm Cox Collis was a grest
Ty whnsn mothar Davein
Gaulbert Cox Jeft us the beautifil
riverside Cox’s Park; and Mry,
Herman Nettierath (lhq) who
Seft lilwary bosks for childn and
Bied sunctuaries. I lived next door
o her and evory avening she
out un her back lawn
ovarlooking the Ofxis River and
fised the cardinale who it on her
shoslders like 5¢. Francis of
Asaisst. Judy Beasie, mother of
Ned and .‘h--&?-mn. was an
eapect Fevack and did every-
thing with Earvpeas fxir, The
beautiful Lowise Calhoun was
dressed | ly and churse-
Ingly everywhore she went, civic-
minded rose expert gardsesr My
» wesall car-
2 serios
and

weryone 4 zal ﬁ;
ewn former mother-in-law, the
chic Mary Shreve Long enter-
laised at 1401 Seoth gl. with

moyie dbar guosis like Den

Ameche for the Durby. Mrx.

Franklin Stacks Sr., whose man-

ners were nm—m.hln ahowed
dw

tan am bod :lamy
talend, akill as o beatons and devn
Lian (o grem eausen
Iwumluc.!whm- Ihesd
womon personally who were so
kind ta me including Ethel
Brown, Trudie Brown (who gave a
IQ‘dInI lancheon far us at
[t
ifisl and m0 notive, who rises
ot six to ride her horses, then
leaves her Harrods Creek house
Lo attend the eavironmental
meetinga &t the Audubon Seciely,
Garden Cluba of America, and
Nature Consarvancy. This whein
column esuld b writtan sbout tho
legacy of Lthe lovely womasn of
Louisvilia

Masny bolonged Lo “The Bal-
plans” o sewing cirche devolad W
tewing articlas for the Belgian
rofugoes is World War 1. Their
nnll.gl ware hold on Tawns,
m i and en:y living roomes.

inty chickes alad sandwickse,
tea and ceavivial conversstion
were enj an Thu
Belgisn Club members wors
esstevidernd and Li
of Londan Inwn powns and they
Torpt Ubeir vaices pentle

Parties then were mostly held
at bome in tho Iarge Visterian
houres with leyal cooks and but.
lors, Menus were elabornte at
Sunday dinners hold ot noon after
chureh. Bashford Manor was a
typical mily gathering,
Mr. and Mrs.

|r¢mmm5alr‘x‘;"

RArsdns woen wedding gewrs and
'gmn awany drosses” with hate
iwu ta moleh, One bride,
|M Shalleaberper
summer
her trosssaaa. Littlo did ahe know
that ber husband, Army Gen
Martin Shallen 7, had been
postod o Voldew, Alaska’ Sbe toid
e years age ber fist Christmas
iree wak cul in the snow, Six
reanthe bater wheo the snow melt
nd, the treo wor S0 feet od
thery had omly cut the top off}
Trese great ladies meationed
wure mature matmns in 1850,
and their daughters have carmoed
an theer customs and traditioes.

y Charges came whes the ractal

integration peoteas stepped the
yeang Afriean-American women
froes Buing Bouss worvasia and
tookx. Larpe houses thon hecamn
impossible to keop up wilth nn

h- Al wives wery encownm|
dlmrewhldr-homr
nlunmvmk

with ﬂ!dm(wrk\fﬂwym-nmrd

umiess widowed or i fi

men, st kad minde of ther own
Same gicls even rofused to
make their debutx at the Pendea-
nia Boathelor Clal Cotillions, a
rockbound institugicn. The Junior
Loogue, which had originally
required sceial ceansctions for
mombershipe, began te admit a
more demotratic J:).:r As
Louiswille matured, nean
American socioty and the Ofd
met in & happy discovery

of shared Interests and mutual
P One of the most boautifal
upulamw I hove had in 50
years is meeting, werking with
and assonating with M’Eicu
Ammn lﬁ;ﬂllmn; who have
i and great cik-

nens, m nre wenderfll 10 Invite

mo 1o their events.

v caly dismay when attend
ing t! Tunetions was that the
beautiful Indies alwoys outs

me! [ especially Joved the
African turbans and glosieus
batik dranu w'o;:;i(;; such
¢ hats are

mnus. .dﬁ'.ﬁy et & hat and
new oatfic far tho Elks Club Intee-
national Coaventson here at the
Galt House East & fow yoars ago
which haneewd Dr. Sam Rabinses
of the Lincols Fy

uents afl might

Weddings cas siill be slabo-
rdle n;.:opl that yeung pesple
teday bave splions o ol marned
barefbated in a fiehd of daisies if
they like. One conservative Old
Louisvilie mother wrung ber

s baewase ber 00 marved in

New York and the bride asd
bridesmaids all dressed in black!

Goest Nsto are (nclusive now.
Hoalesses now invide samo-sex
reuples with politesess and
waemth, Live-in couples arm
nesepled with the dignity given tn
married couples. One advantage
of this new sroungoment to me =
that young pes et Lo know
ench cther wall befocw thay are
mnnid. a far ey ftem & mowly-

asuple un a

mnon Huite yrars ago
my friende who hnrd thvugh

the walls the bride ant-
Iy to her new m.%q; tor
14 tall my (h o0 you!

Dertry parties today = the real-
Iy big onas - are 20 expensive
that many of the great hostessen
nro cwrtmbing ther aneunl par-
tiex. Secinlite Mary Lou Whitney

of Lewing haos her big
quhv wve formal dinoer d-na:
dation. My Tha fab at Lanriee S

¥
seatl was at a table at the frunt
near the TV cumeeas. Nt & soul
had a6 o hed excopt 0. The 2o
eaman nyod my big picture cha-
pesux .nl -uud tldy wa aro

;n u-mnlnu the mocial
changes [ would eay several
things, [ of exponsive glori-
sus tlrthes, we now have expen-
vively maintained and glorious
fignres kept fit by troinees, exer
and tho bagh

Manwel, Azra and Sir Huon.

Bashford Manoe was recently

with a histecie highway

marker by the Kentueky Derby

Museum. Hn;dnn g Je., &

Leay descondant, made &

spench al the corvmonies thin

spring in the exialing carriage
house an Baslferd Masor Lase

ushers asd 12 bridesmaids.

atmeaghere in the 1850s mmd
W new fresdoms for woman,
Pirst. the Paneian New Look -
Jong skirta. Thens the munsshirt of
the 1950w and the sexual rovelu-
ties of The Pill, Rock ‘s’ Itall, Hip-
piex, Flowwr Chitdren and eam
munes chasged the whele secial
pecture. Young women lived with
lhmr boyfnands Befare marringo,
made wp their rwo wedding vows,
computed in U workploce with

liam of keeping busy.
mIw aro more siogly cul
and froe of foll slists, waist-tine
hand stays, and couture fnbnes
Instead of with

cme,
metal

forgoes her Larpe and glamecons
; party D.dth'{- ananm o
wigrave Rond; arry Bing
hamy Jr. of Melombe slop a year
or two between their classio
Derby breakfest where Edie
werves the traditional turkey
e, %o and
Devonshire oream with fresh
strawbeerica. The

Allan Lanstagy
took @ sabbotieal last yoar from
thelr large and beautiful Derby
Tharaday party at historie Bax.
hill, and lhn 3ill Samuels of
Marker's Mark are csasidering

thetr tig Dwrby Eve
¥ an Mayo Lane next year in
vor of the big Marker’s Mark
nlh party at the distillery
n

In thir plaon are lavieh chasi-
1y benefie partios ~ mdlrml and
preductive for sur seciety. Deter
or dosigner Don Ml-n cn"l

*BSall City.* Ciad
vm“ “wh::“;: o ballin
o wear sx slippers!
he Spoed Mussum Ball, the
Bnurhm Ball for the Keatushy
Art andd Craft Poundation, the
Nutorneker Ball for the Laaisville
Ballot, the Komtucky Drrbr
Musenm Galn, the Actors The
atre Gala — sur caleadar s p-o
d with dater. The Lowisville
gm. hestrn has sty Fan¥ora din
ner, concert and danciag ofler.
wards to apen the orchestra sed
mn avery September, and the
Kentucky Opern has ite fabulous
wine aurtion dinner

Get gut your dancing shoee'
Gﬂ M your n-lf clubse! ﬂﬂl nml

Jes and hiking boo
(‘-« out your bird tmusulnrl
Theee is o sozial function for all
your favocite activities,

Even bndge plnLn[ One
cruise hosted by the
teather Dottie Wetas wine a2l
uled lo:o through the Pumnn
Canal during the datly hndn
toursaments and lessons,
ship broke dawn in the \r-rt"l
lalands and awver mode it
thraugh the canal. Who'n e
group got back, one couple wus
anked how it falt to gs through
the Pansrms Cw

“Wonderfull” =id.

'ﬂ'ul‘:n n;‘hlgmrnllt asosiety
circde far anything you are intec-
osted in' Road the event calendar
m The Vaice-Trituse!

not havi

Malfs of servanta, we now rent
mansians Ifke Whstahall, Farm-
ingten and Loceat Grom, Mring
entovers und waiters. Wo ront the
china and silver (Good griel
Think of all that silver we pol-
laked!] nnd no hostass has to
wash the dishes afler teerding to

et
IM"“‘
 frogd -‘:‘\n‘l |\‘”“

Life is not
multiple choice.

son tot "

—— n”
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Mayor Draut: Making a career
out of serving St. Matthews

By DANIELLE COMBS
Stall Writer

While working “just enough
hours to get a retired porson out
of bed in the morning” and daily
witnessing end results, St
Matthows Mayor Art Draut
enjoys the job he has had for 16
YOArs,

After grndunu'ng from duPont
Manual High School in 1942,
Draut served in the Navy from
1942-46 during World War I1. He
went on to attend college at the
University of Louiswille, graduat.
ing in 1949 with a bachelor's
degree in marketing and com-
merce,

He also obtained his teaching
c¢redentials, on the advice of his
older brother whom he said was a
“father image” to him after their
father died. “My brother told me
it was a very stable occupation
and you were sure of a .

Draut taught at Eastern High
School for a short time before
being called back to serve in the
Korean War. He sorved in the
Pacific, but nover actually made it
to Koron, Once he returned home,
ho completed his master’s degree
ond want to work at Waggener
High School when it opened in
1954,

He worked at Waggener for
noarly 30 years until retiring in
1983, He was a teacher, coun-
selor, assistant principal and

rincipal. *1 hod every job they
Kud there except custodian.”

The favorite part of his career
in education was the “association
with the kids. | enjoyed being
next to the kids and 1 realized the
importance of it in later life.”

In 1976, he was appointed to
the St. Matthews City Council to

Mayor
Art Draut
fimish the term of Millard French,

The tax, at 34 cent per 100,
han ven to be the savior of the
city,” he said. The city also has
boen able to reduce real estate
taxes, evon offering a 40 percent
g eyt fsmel ok e

mt year,

Draut works about three hours
per ﬂ at St, Matthews City Hall
in addition to attending evening
meotings with the St. Matthews
Cit{ Council, which he praises
highly. “I have always felt the
people of St. Matthews are very
blessed to have the council.”

Draut's term expires in Decem-
ber 2002. He has not decided
whether he will run for re-elec-
tion, but said it will depend on his
health. He is 77.

Draut, a St, Matthews resident
e Loy ey repschnrriderts

ns and two -
tors. His wife, htm died in

who had died suddenly. Draut 1990

agreed to run, saying it 'loun?od
interesting,” so interesting in fact
that be ran for re-election every
two yoars until 1984, when he
wAS & ted mayor.

"1 a personal satisfaction
h.::un [ can get things done,” he

*In the school businoss, you
never soe the end rosult until the
kids mature, but as mayor I can
make things happen and do
I.hinq that are effective immeodi-

ataly,

. Matthews established an
occupational tax in 1986, shortly
after President Ronald Reagan
oliminated federal revenus shar-

ing.

“We needed something and we
had three choices: raising real
estate taxes, adopting the county
insurance tax or having an occu-
pational fee,” Draut said.
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The St. Matthews flag was unveiled in May 1961. It bears the
motto “Forward” and features symbols of the city’s history.

St. Matthews flag features
symbols of city’s history

The St. Matthews flag was offi-
cially presented May 19, 1961, fol-
lowing the regular meeting of the
St. Matthews City Council.

It was designed by Stephanie
Baldyga, a student at Our Lady of
Lourdes School, who won a con-
test sponsored by the St. Mat-
thews Order of the Elks.

The flag bears the motto “For-
ward” and features symbols of the
city’s history, including a church
representing St. Matthews Epis-
copal Church, for which the city
was named; a potato to represent
St. Matthews’ potato-farming her-
itage; a cock to represent the pop-
ular sport of cock-fighting; and a
stage coach to depict the coach
stops that were the city’s first
businesses.

Surrounding the symbols are a
farmer to depict the city’s farming
heritage and a pioneer wearing
buckskin-clothing to represent

the explorers who first settled in
St, Matthews. The flag is mainly
blue and gold, the colors of the
commonwealth of Kentucky, with
green to represent fertile soil.

Organizations that helped
donate the $212 cost for the flag
were the St. Matthews Business
and Professional Women, Wo-
man’s Club of St. Matthews, St.
Matthews Lion’s Club, Younger
Woman’s Club of St. Matthews,
St. Matthews Fraternal Order of
the Eagles and the St. Matthews
Business Association.

- Danielle Combs

- Check out
The Voice-Tribune’s
Web site at
louisville.com
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Psne Counea ¥ SLECHTINE BEAN

Standing behing the Charckee Dary Sioee's Coundar in 1962 ween cook Ml Perry andd Barmey
Beyan. The stam 5100d LetwRen 1he present-cay Yooa-Tribune building and PNC Sank,

Cherokee Dairy Store was
‘town hall of St. Matthews’

By DANIELLE COMES
Sa¥ Wiy

$4145, the Cherokee
Stece stood ot 3524 Frank.
Eetweon the prasent
day Vece Tnbune baildiag and
PNC Bank
The stere was dmserkod in tha
Qct, @), 1049, issor of Tho Voice
of 56 Matthews as “the town kall
ol 8L Matthews”
*Each moening yos will see tha
elors, busiawss mes and arm-
hir mayers dsussing the neal
t The Voice reparted.
) 15 2 big friexdly
lot of persunality
3 rofaree duning thess

Tl low widh o
whe
i

A recent intarview, the wiln
of Garney Bryan, who owned
Cherokeo Dasry Store from 16
based 10 1968, rominiseed
Al hegant

The riore was moch like ene
weuld envision an old daer, with
vaund slaals behind 2 lyrge
coanter, ealered bles on the floor
and a leege menu feacuring bowks
of chals Tee D0 cimis wnch, Tt way
the taws gathening placs, with
treatsceking schoolebiMren fre.
QusiLing the storo 45 s a6 the
tawyere, rezl aatate sgonts nnd
mher prafesdonale,

Tho stare was cgened by the
uncly of his wile, Aloerths *Bert”
Peyan. Yeet warked for bor unele,
# him with fee erosmn and

vhort orders ond helpieg him
tpea the store on Sandsys

Barnay kopt hangusg arsund
tha e whem Bort was woriing
ond begas ta heip thers ot

Whwn Barmey sad he'd ke o
own kil ewn restaurant, Bart's
uncle sad, *If [ tsought you were
interestad, I'd sell you thea* This
frors & man wio once 2204 Bert,
I gt rid of my wife Sefore 1)
pet nd of this stere”

Bareey woried at Swlt Pack.
ing Co. boforo ha Bought the
restomrant. *To saew kig neck, be
went into the restaurant busi.
nema,' Bort md

Bersay was fameons for his oos-

tard pio, He eould make 50 pie
cruscs at onoe, said. The pie
et enly 20 ceuls per alice.

Hort, an BP-yoar-oid Lyndon
regidesd, was married to Bamay
fur 45 yvars.

Karl Schewidnr, who mannged
the store wntil ba was drafted foe
World War LL recently wrede 2
witer W0 The Veico-Tritzzmn In 3¢
T wrose, 1 romember many geod
days a5 er and to Ueis day
remember and e o Jod of peaple
that I have served zondoes and
bazann sphis then and see miay
of thes still walking the streeta
today, Many pood meraries still
remain

mcn«mmw&mmmulwwm1ma
car drove throwgh its front door, sending tables and chairs
Mying. No one was inside st the time, but 3 police officee was

Sitng nearty snd chased sndd caugh the man.

APAIL 2, 1970
By AUDREY JANIAK

*The Lace Panty Building™ -
that's how & 70 year oid woman
describod the imposing 16-aloey
Lingaln Towwr Building at 6100
Datchmans Lane aear the Wat
serson Expresaway and Deechia.

ndg- 2
e remark of this elderly
frond hroughe a snile Lo the ligs
of Jebas T, Acrem JIr., prowident of
the Lantoln Income Lafe Insur-
ance Cs., whese heese oflices am
theew o are many ather fem-
ants = the baddings, of course,
The imporing and unique
structure of concrote, glass and
steel was designed by Taliesia
Associated Arncetacts, wm slfilisde
of the Frunk Lloyd Wngh Fsun-
dation. The ususuzl iden in
design is & 16-alary Laiding (aans
n 13th Dser of & cantilever con-

cridences of his prowess grace the
curving walls of this rosm

Inside, the building has an
aura of efliciency. Thure (s the
imapreation that ane o in 3 G-
magolitan areo. It 3 amusing.
then, 10 Jook oul e windsws &t
the pastorad stenn of heekes gric.
g wn o feld The Lincols Tower
area v o combinaticn of sty asd
coumry.

Gremlins ran elevator

struchon e ASCE P
The walls in the eore of the  THE 16-story Lincoln Tower

building aro of cast 200~ g # 6100 C

crete with semizireular “nalf.  LAane was once descrived as

round” groowes 4 Set on center  “the lace panty bulicing."

beth ways,

Efficient floor plan

The surfnos, whech in fimehod
1% a soft-rose sclor, hay its owa
highly decorative spgeal,

With [15330 sqzare fenl of
total floor ares, Lincoln Tower
beasts o Mghel’dmncy flcor plas
thit makes 55 percent of the Neor
space uaalin

The fantion of the coce of the
bullding & to chiminate 20 necrs-
sty of rting colurng withis
the byilding, sdding to this
usahie fleor spece

contained In the core 19
the wlevalor shafl, stairway and
hesating and ecoaling duets

i3 houses the commurdcs
Lica syalisn.

At nghl nngles t5 the core,
reinforced *1* gnfu jut et 0

moet and conmeel with *1° henms
which 210 cenmectod ts the Oror
nbove, giviag the building an
appearance of in eead-air,

Basemcent's on 16th floor
The 15th feor “Tasmmant™ of
the building contains impeetant
files ond storage. Thia Nser,
whdeh bas 2o windows, is Tightad
antsredy by astificsel lighting

All Dsar except the L5th are

covered with \!lrpl(mﬂ. tusting

dows om notw and addiag o the
comihrt of the emplopers

Acree has reason to be proud
of the fiest of its kind beailding

1t hes had many mickaamas,
but the ane that hroaght a smile
1o Acren's liga was *The Lace
Paznty Build:ng® romark of hie
wamen noguniniance,

The tep foor of the tuliding is
resevred for the dining roama
mm-v:undnn the glass.enclosed

foecsad y that provides a
Breath-taking view of the coon.
trywide

Acoustics are excelient
On the gromad level and doek-
cut gnts & nesrby yond s »
“Civic Room,” which secots
botwoen LS50 and 280 peoglo. The
munstion ure w0 well-planned thal
the speaker ot the rostrum can bo
heard in 2il parts of the ronmn
witheul the aid of 8 mirrephese
This rooms. which w5 etilized for
sales motingn. has Bomn lent Lo
church and evic nan-profit groups
for meotings
Aeres s an avid fshermes und

Another intermting fosture of
e building is the wtaide alevs
tor. The mechanam can be sec oo
this elevatar to comben!l 118
deszent. By taking 2 full 25 min-
utes to descend, riders hove the
fewlieg of Hanting down to the
Krou

Gremling were theaght w0
oceupy the satside sles
fiest beeawsn it wenl up
dewn nuwmgy by 396, T4 e
disooversd that the sen acivated
the tuttom designating th d
ous floors, The problem wes
wlved by mnetalling colernd Hut
tons.

There 1a sncugh conerete in
this bullding fee 5 saw highway
20 exilea Jang and 20 fort
The preerst filigres work l,m
weighs 1,246 tons. The glass
wirahd cover sleest half an acre

The use of the pond

The zoncrote asd ingizlatad
glose not ey gmive the buslding
s ywosual beauty bt serve to
reduce the sporatieg cont of the
air conditinrmg sysiem

The pacé and fountains are
functiooal as wal) as busutiful
Thay sew intagritad into the cool
wng system and bave eliminated
contly peping

i coiliags Are upague pan

els, which permit flupreszant
fixtures 1o spread light mery
ffectively. This arrasgesent per-
mots ¢ lesserperave way of pre
wding adequato :qhunt and the
hg\ﬁnu remsze hghted 24 howrs

iy

If an office or anclosyro ix
nended in any partirnlar part of
the huldrg, paeteblo and comav
nhlr sartstions are available

m ride almeed astant pr
vnm y Are Qesapend L2 pive
Lhe spprarance of permanon
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Sex education in public schools: Protecting our youth?

By DAMELLE COMBS
Slaft Wrier

Sex oducation curmenlam in
eflerson y etne wodir fire
in 1960, when parents began to
auestiont und challengn what their
children were taught in public
kool

Is,

But o1 U hesd of U comiro.
yeray were matenials that wore
not even being used in the sounty
whoods, The materinls attecked
tzcluded some published by the
Sex Information and Educotion
Cauneil of the United States
(SIECTUSE), an elementary text-
boak ealled *T Wendar, T Wonder,”
;;lml!du callod "How Babiiee are

The textheok and slides wers
tentatively scheduled ts be used
by the aity school wyatom - not the

cousty - v ity sow csmiculum.

Altreagh nees of the satirals
ohjocted to were betag used by she
1he county, some thought that the
onunty wis sting thet becamae
they sonfused the snunty wilh the
caty beard.

The city baard had menntly
introdured 0 vew currieulum for
elessentary and high school stu-
dents. Whea Dr. Gordon Drake,
edueation directar for the Chris-
tiam Crusade in Tulsa, Okla

camo 15 town 8 Sapday and 0&‘

cuss wx edosation matenals, the
ity seheool beard came under S
By assseiation, tha county's cue-
reubure nisn was questiosed.
Mony simply were confesed
lhmhng that the sounty had
new curncelus whea
ll actually was uting the snme
matarinls it had =sed for five
(LT

Sex ed in the county

T 1964, the esunly scheol yys-
tam begom 2 sex edwestion prov
gram becauss of concorne about
thw inzreasing nuinber of unwed
teen.agn mothers and venereal
dizease smong high school stu-
dets.

The ewrriculum, dndopﬂi by
stuidy groups ceopramd of teach-
wrs, pareats and nrmunb was
\ntrodond in w8 12 grades,

During first sed seeand fndl.
childrom loarned the role el coch
family seesber in U [rmily rela-

tienslup. The teacher's .m.f. .
E; leaching tham that

‘ather tod mether andmals have

bakies,” explaining that thoe

with fur are born alive and these
Wirh fnethars are hatchad from

TN IEEAENTR BIC NASETOU IO

ird graders wor taught & High Scbool had is:

Littly more about animals and
how their nta cam for their
young, and foarth. gr“on wre

Pris that explmned phymolsgesl
skanges and depirted human
Teprodective trgas
Eighth-grade studeontx dis-
eassad dating, living with sib-
lings, understanding parents,

ﬂms at hnrm b«hlmor 1:4

lluctw- was du!mtd M'v l! uv
, all oy ar all gels.
l ﬁgh ol crurmes addressing

sex education were minth-grade

heslth, 10th-grade biology and

1ith. and 1 mde Tnmil y fiv-

mﬁ and phnm gy mu
only roprm

Kndua.
Ban was nm

One chageer m the mnlbg:r-dn
taxibosk explained human ropen
duztion fully, using m!um and

weieatific cxplasations. The chag-
ter wan tasght to sepnrate gender
prougs

Sox ed tion

Oppositea te the carniculam
was led by the Conzerned Citi-
ren's Committes, hoaded by Jee

Tha group arguod that ses
edozatien did ost belong in the
schools and should be Laught of
Bame by parents, Some argued
Farther that sex education encour-
aged children 10

Jamea Farmer, the associate
superintendent of coonty schools
at the Lime, told The Veieelefor-
mnian that bn esald mot conteol
haw teachers agproached sex eds
cabien,

g Iu propared mm‘;m he
anded cut to parenis who were
bombarding his offics to leal
theough sex eduzation materials,
he wrote, “T will have Lo be henest
and 3ay thl tnachers e frn
ingeet Lhair own thonghts or te

dent, wid Potry did 2ol speak a0
a sanctisned party of county ear
riculum, adding that “Treschors
Fave freedom” even thosgh mest
schoals r-qmmd administrative
J-ﬂ’cuu County Publie

s mgpurviser Hi Lewis

sud, @ a May 22, 1969, VesernJod-
ferwonian article, Vsal the sehools
resod o “spirsd approsch,” sweanin,
the same fopics were tasghl sn
year hut additionsl information
wae added ax the child pro

gressaal.

This spproach in a seaded-down
version of what the ooty school
myatem does taday,

Sex ed today

In 1990, a5 part of the Ken.
tocky Edueation Roferrn Act, ench
school wie regaired 1o eataléuh &
SHOM (Sito Based Dacizicn Mak:
img} comnail made of principsls,
feachert and parvets 1o make car
ritalum decivioms, Thin allows
each sehoel to appropeiate
eurriculum for is stodents mther
than i f slandard slate cur-
rizulum although schools must
adhere (o the etate's minimum
fuidelines,

Tho Famsly Life Prageam car-
rienplere used io Jefiersoe County
Publie Schosls begins in kindar-
garten and continues threagh
12th grade, The corriculum
addresses variaus topees, inchid-
ing family Yving, decision mak
ing, physical dcvclnrmvnt and
care, inum:lnnzal " al-m-lnp!.

anfaty and AIDS and sexunlly
tranmwittod diseases (STTh)

The topies are addressed &f
fernnily in each agn group Bach
topee, including AL and STDS,

skip over parta they don’t ceasid-
o pertimant, They i free-
dom in sedar to adapt the matari-
aly to the maturity level of the
child*

To oppeaants of the curricu-
lum, ke added, “It might be well
to paint out that It is neither

bie nor passibie for any s
person or group of parsens to
tarve 35 censers for the eatire
community.”

Tha eantroversy heatod wp flee-
ther less than nmk later, The
lead in the 17, 1563, issie of
3 " inn rend
Vaiew bluskingly Sound out thia
woek Lhat sex edecatiol fidlin-
2w 00t tenctionabelnm L
wchoel beord hnn l- viewed by

Talloowcce Mavinie

s uny g
A toacher al Allud Junier
vited 8
speader Lo her g::n
ecooomics class, vbe Petry,
n -mh-r of l:- lumnily life and
2, w

taught base tielogical

Lisets of amimals. hlﬂll ropro-

gmmm mentizned i the
it fourth grades.

Lo the ifh and sixih grade,
e bislogical approsch was mere
detailed and rlpn(ucllo- of
plants and animals w

Oooe cheldren l-od 11, L,

csald view m..m.tmu.mi “The i, | believe,

changes caused
mmﬁlmhrwnnl

Ptuv showed o vox education
film, “Parent to o Sex” Il
had been shown i other schoels
but had not besn appruoved by
Ballard or its PTA,

the teacher was nol
, Mrs. O.G. Wilson,
Bnlhrd'l P'I'A president, ntd
was mismdod

foe adults rot children.®
Farmer, associote superintea-

oomnly -

State requre Pams.
Iy Life mand 1 certon
number of hours for isatruction
in wsch grade: fivo for elemen-
tary, 12 for midde schoel and 0

cme-semester health course for
ninth gradory, Stodents in first
th sixth grade must have
parental permission. Seventh
theoagh 12th prode students may
opt out ofter parental notifice-
Uon,

One meath before Instraction
in human sexuality begine, all
mateeiale are mode availabie for
review by parents and guandians.

Todlly,l according l‘a‘b J"FPS
practical living specsalist Mark

oraar, the majunty of soousd ods-
cakion topics are taught with tll%l
and girls in the same roem. F
snid that 85 percent of pareats
want thair children to recoive
Fi Life 1

wven wero that perents did net
understand what was going to be
taught and that the stodant sim-
ply did not want the instrectisn,
Trachers were atked o feliow
Jx with thase prrents sed srvee-
mﬁ-d up with 100 peroent par.
Uripation izt the classes,
auer thisght in the ceanty
wehool system for 22 years and
spant 20 of those tsching wex
educotion, which he said was *the
most rewarding snd gratifying
poet®
In the parly '80s, he had a
lestale fosrth-grade de student who
was dating a male kigh achool
semior, He went to her mother
sad #hw wirid she knew they weee
dmnx and that ho was & sien
Ithough Snuar waid that
sbl b Lrus, e @ thamt
boyl hxl Bge lun differant
and he asked her to

it odd: d 0 kinder
Rarton ufmg o type of “apirnl

From kindecgarien throngh
wecsad prade, skadonds nre taught
that many factars conlribute s
illness, infection, diseaso and

woil-twing In third through fifth

sruk students are taoght atout
iseuse

-rmnng nts. FNG
nxth ghf

dents Ium defmhni of H[V
AIDS, ehlamydin, L ponte
rhes and -yplullu Thuy alwe
loarmn how the dxnases are can

nnd hew Lo recogriee them. The

lm\al the sitzation
Tha gl bocame preguant, but
misearned aftor being hit by a
car on Proston Highway four
months latar. Absut seven
monthe later, she bocame preg-
rant agwin, Sauer said the girl
didn't onderstand haw 1t even
batppaned

mculum

g importance

of sex ommbv Soor, partic-

ularly with the tack of malas
0 abud about ik

snme conzepts are reinforesd jn
Frigh seoal, mleag with n mffec

*Men need to alep up 1o the
plate” be smid. “Studests noed

tiom an the history, mationalMess=amn s role models tostell thes

nnd worldwide, of AIDE wnd

Hllh.

m mt the coal um;monad
————l

| IR TS

12t you're Rall respeosibie.”

The county has striel pelicies
oo guest speakery, who must pro-
vidn the sunet seript of what they
will discuse. Discuszon on abae-
tion and mastusbation asd the
distsibution of csndoms is off-hem-
ita i‘;:ll Famidy Lile ;;'!'l‘am:'b
prograzm eesphaion
stinence a3 the key and as the
only sure means of proventizg
pregeancy. Abeat | toen -
npe mrls Secare pregnant each
wear. A mxally aetive toon using
no comtraceptive has a 50 paroent
chance of bacoming pregnast.

ing Sexual Invalyement (PSI )
which reinforess the abstinenco
messago through peer adesilion.

Byap 20,77 E:::m of girls amd
06 prroont of have had sex,
nesseding 1o the Cantar for Dis-
case Contrel and Preventica (o

Asoarding to Sauer, TO t

the nationally recognized pro-
gram, Last year, 5000 middle
and kigh schoal studants com-
pleted the peopram, which has

nnce deen adapted o include
fonrth: and fifth-graders, The
teen laaders and instruclers
receiva PS1 traimerg ood stodents
are alile %o progress al their ows
pace through an instrsetional
CD-ROM abeat ahstinence, wnit
Len by students and induding
quizees snd sengs Matorials are
updaled peery two years.
Anothes program, Redueing
the sk | , s used in some
high ackonls o provide additional
Instrection en AIDS and STDw
Ome fourth of sew HIV infactions
I the United States occur in peo-
rln ages 138 to 20, with {wo
ing infected avery bowr.

“We usually bave lotlars of
praise foe our prosedive lpmnh
nnd sbstinerce adocation,” Sauer
said. He said the isstructios
opene the Sam of communication
bebween preont and child, wineh
uwn parvets “the rooumumr to

the primary edecalor.”

“We'rn paver resting on sur
laarels,” Savar amd. “We'ee
I]WIJI conlinging fo mave

Feoad *

Medical miracles
start with research

“Is there a place in this society for
children from broken homes who have
lost their way? Yes, and these children
need places such as Boys’ Haven which
offer them love along with discipline
and education, In my opinion, Father
Jim Maloney ranks as an authentic
American hero for what he accom-
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St. Maithews has provided
lifelong friends, memories

Letter

In the (all of 1949, my father
Henry S. Leathers Sr. received a
phone call from Jim Noland. He
wanted my father to attend a
meeting, along with T. Sam Rudy,
Gilbert Flack and Bernie Gratzer,
at his home on Kennison Avenue
in order to discuss the possibility
of forming and incorporating the
city of St. Matthews.

At that time, the St, Matthews
area was growing rapidly and
without control due to ineffective
zoning regulations and lack of
organization,

Streets flooded after heavy
rains due to an inadequate storm
sewer system and basements
flooded due to septic tank back-
ups (a sanitary sewer did not
exist). Furthermore, police and
fire protection was limited. All of
these issues, and more, were dis-
cussed over several meetings
resulting in the incorporation of
the city of St. Matthews in March
1950.

The original St. Matthews cov-
ered four blocks: Staebler Ave-
nue, Kennison Avenue, Massie
Avenue and Chenoweth Lane,
However, the city expanded
quickly due to annexations. The
first elected officials were Jim
Noland, mayor, and Leathers,

Rudy, Gratzer and Flack, council-

men. These men served their

community without pay for many
years.

For over 25 years, my father
served as a councilman of St.
Matthews and our family has
lived in the area over 50 years.
St. Matthews gave me lifelong
friends, fond memories and a idyl-
lic childhood. I am proud of my
father and his fellow St. Mat-
thews residents who had the fore-
sight, desire and ability to make
the St. Matthews area a better
place to live.

Henry S. Leathers Jr.
Louisville 40206

Check out
The Voice-Tribune’s
Web site at
louisville.com




